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President’s Jottings

First of all a big thank you to David Neal for all his
hard work in producing our newsletter since August
2009. He has put in a great deal of time and effort,
each quarter, for every edition and must be
congratulated. Under his guidance we produced our
very first colour issue to celebrate our 50th
Anniversary. Photographs are now a regular feature.
Thanks, too, to all the contributors who contacted
David with news, articles and items of interest. This
18 his last issue and fortunately we have Rob Needham
taking over from him.

Those of you who came to the Autumn meeting at
Gisburn will already have met Rob. David and Rob
have worked together for the last couple of issues,
David providing lots of advice and encouragement.
Our Society is very grateful to those of you who
volunteer to help us.so please keep the items flowing
to Rob. His contact details are:-

Robert Needham
Pike House, George Lane, Littledean. GL14 3LL
Phone 01594 823487
E-mail robert.needham@live.co.uk

Our A.G.M. this year is to be held on Saturday 31
March 2012 at Mealbank Hall, Ingleton, LA6 3ER.
The grid reference is 695735. There is parking at the
venue. After a free buffet at 12.00 noon, available to

all who have pre-booked by 17® March (a booking
form is enclosed) we will hold our AGM with reports
from our current officers. As usual there will be some
of our publications for sale.

After that Bernard Bond is leading a short walk
around the Ingleton Coalfield entitled “Brief Encoun-
ter” This will involve a short drive to the Ingleton
Coalfield Memorial at the road junction of Laundry
Lane — New Rd (A65) — position across from the
Co-op fuel station. From there members wiil be abie
to view the building positions of the New Ingleton
Colliery, 1912-1940. Continuing a one mile walk will
take us back to the Barker Brickworks of 1889 next to
the site of the Old Ingleton Colliery 1854-1914. After
viewing Nellie, Richard and Grove Pits a return trip
will take us back to the parked vehicles on/near Laun-
dry Lane. Our thanks to Bernard for this information
and his offer to show us some to the Ingleton Coalfield
remains. BM76 “Ingleton Coalfield” is devoted to this
area. If you need a copy please contact me!

As previously mentioned, Peter Pearson is now the

Editor

David R Neal
Lluest Fach, Llwyn y Groes, Tregaron, Ceredigion.
SY25 6PY
Tele:- 01974 821213
Email:- dgmail22-nmrs@yahoo.co.uk

Would you please note that the deadline for inclusion with
the November Newsletter is the
20th April, 2012

Submissions are welcomed that would be of interest to mem-
bers of the NMRS. These can be forwarded to the Editor as
text/disc by post or you can email or telephone. If you require
anything returning, please ask. Photographs, plans and
drawings are acceptable as long as they can be reproduced in
black and white.
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IAI proposals

The IAI proposes that the ASI internal policy of
removing post-AD 1700 monuments from the RMP
has to change, and that the ASI needs to better ac-
knowledge the post-AD 1700 archaeological re-
source.

The NIAH should record all post-AD 1700 monu-
ments on a comprehensive rather than selective basis,
thereby fulfilling its remit as a national inventory.

[AI contends that there is an opportunity to tap into
LEADER funding and the Jobbridge national intern-
ship scheme to assist in the recording of all post-AD
1700 monuments. Such an initiative could also pro-
vide training opportunities for unemployed persons,
particularly those in the archaeological profession.

Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland
63 Merrion Square
Dublin 2
Ph: 01-6629517
info@iai.ie

http://1ai.ie/index.html

Dr Tehmina Goskar, MA AMA
Research Associate
History & Classics
Prifysgol Abertawe / Swansea University
tehmina@goskar.com
http://tehmina.goskar.com/

Birch Hill gale - Some iron mines in

the old red sandstone

Most of the Forest iron mines were associated with
the crease limestone, but is a small group of at least
four iron mines in the Pennant sandstone in Birch Hill
gale. At least three are in Bixslade and there are one
or more in the adjacent Howlers Slade, across the road
from Hopewell Colliery. Birch Hill gale was granted
to three freeminers in 1858, but there is no evidence
of any mining in the gale until the 20th century.

One mine is in Minetrain Quarry, which is not
accessible but there is a survey in Oldham (The Mines
of the Forest of Dean, 2002) which indicates that this
was the most extensive of the group. I was a member
of a group from the RFDCC which visited the mine
with the tacit permission of the quarry owner.

One mine is on the hillside further up the valley
Bixslade and is accessible. There are two levels in this
mine, the main one being the lower of maybe a
hundred yards length. There are clear impressions of
sleepers along the floor of this level for a tramway
which can have been of no more than two foot gauge
and must have relied on manpower. The tramway
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stretched for the full accessible length of this level,
but there are no physical remains except for the sleep-
er impressions. The main level is blocked by falls of
rock in both directions. One of the blockages occurs
at a point where the level splits into two and work is
in progress to clear this blockage in the hope that it
might reveal a shaft and further workings. A plan held
by the Deputy Gaveller indicates that there is more of
this mine to be found, also that it overlays the coal
workings of Gwilliams Level.

The third mine in Bixslade is known apparently as
Parry’s Pit. It is now run in and all that remains are
depressions in the ground tracing out the route of the
level, plus a heap of iron ore beside a spoil heap on
which, for some unknown reason, there is a tramroad
rail (assumed from the Bixslade tramroad although
some distance from it).

In Howlers Slade there 1s one accessible level of
approximately 25 yards length plus two more possi-
ble run in entrances. There are also two piles of iron
ore and spoil heaps.

The mineral statistics for Gloucestershire indicate
that between 1906 and 1932 some 3500 tons of haem-
atite were produced from Birch Hill gales by T.
Stopford of Macclesfield.

Rob Needham

Forest of Dean
I've just visited one of the free mines to be told that
they have been told to stop work. The Mines
Inspectorate has said that they must get a mine
surveyor to do a survey and the plans must then be
approved by the Mines Inspector before they can
resume work. Apparently this is as a result of the
Gleison Colliery disaster in South Wales and is
designed to ensure that the mine is not in danger of
breaking into old workings. A very good idea, except
that there are many old workings in the Forest of Dean
which are totally unrecorded (most pre-c1830 mines!
one unknown working recently caused a hole to open
up in the cricket pitch at Parkend, and it had to be filled
in by the Coal Authority). And the mine I visited
(Prospector) is about 15 yards in, still in the sandstone,
not yet reached the coal; and the nearest known
workings are some 300 yards or more off to one side!
However, the Haywood Drift Mine has also been
stopped, more reasonably as there is an old shaft in
front of their working and they did break into an old
drain last year (and got flooded!) They also are now
required to get survey done and approved before they
can resume work. [ don't yet know whether any other
of the few remaining free mines are similarly stopped.
Rob Needham
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Publications

New for 2011 in the Pocket Cornwall series from
Alison Hodge publishers. For further details see
www.alisonhodgepublishers.co.uk

Cornish Mines: Gwennap to the Tamar by Barry
Gamble, Paperback, 112 pages, 139 colour
photographs, 150 x 153 mm, ISBN: 9780906720820,
priced £5.95

Cornish Mines: St Just to Redruth by Barry
Gamble, Paperback, 104 pages, 132 colour
photographs, 150 x 153 mm, ISBN: 9780906720813,
priced £5.95

Cornish Rocks and Minerals by Simon Camm,
Paperback, 112 pages, 274 colour

photographs, 1 map, 2 diagrams, 150 x 153 mm,
ISBN: 9780906720714, £5.95

A History of Iron Mining in Cornwall by Tony
Brooks, Cornish Hillside Publications, PB & HB,
250pp, prices £11.99 & £15.99. ISBN 9781900147514
and ISBN 9781900147521. Thanks to Mike Moore
for notice of this item.

Neither here nor there? The mining and transport
of iron ore from the Brendon Hills to

South Wales 1825 — 1925, Volume I & II by Mike
Jones and John Hamilton Published by the Exmoor
National Park Authority in 2010, ISBN 978-0-
9563674-0-2 priced at £55. For further details see
www.nationalparks.gov.uk/exshop Thanks to Roger
Burt for this lead.

Gone but not Forgotten: A brief insight into the
Yorkshire Dales Mining Industries by David and
Margaret Carlisle, published by the Yorkshire Dales
Mining Museum, Earby, in 2010, thought to be
available at the museum and local TICs, A5 52pp,
c£4/£5

Eyewitness Accounts of Lead Mining in the
Pennines: Extracts from: Notes on a Visit to the North
by Thomas Greenbury (1855) and I.ead Mining in the
Allendales and Weardale by J. Whaley (1849) Edited
by lan Forbes, a Friends of Killhope publication,
40pp, £4.99 ISBN 978-0-9518939-4-4

These two pieces give a splendid account of lead
mining and ore dressing in the North Pennines.
Greenbury's tale of his visit to Slitt Mine paints a vivid
picture of the underground labyrinth of a lead mine,
whilst Whaley's description of ore dressing is a
particularly clear and concise account.

Both articles contain insights to, the lives and
characters of lead miners.

Ian Forbes
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Tin Mining in Malaysia, 1800-2000 -
The Osborne & Chappel Story by David Palmer&
Michael Joll, Hardcover, 222mm x 140mm, 352
pages, ISBN: 978-967-10295-0-3 Price: £20

The Malay Peninsular was the principal source of
the world's tin throughout the 20th century. The book
contains a short history of the mining industry in that
country with particular reference to the firm of
Osborne & Chappel.

"O&C" was one of the earliest of the European
pioneers and played an important part throughout the
history of tin mining in Malaya and in the Kinta Valley
tin field in particular. The book emphasizes the
foresight, astuteness and involvement of the Cornish
investors who, from the early days, acted as a catalyst
for establishing the tin mining industry in Malaya; an
industry which, together with rubber, formed the
mainstay of that country's economy for so long. A
section of the book describes the various alluvial
mining techniques used over the years. For further
details please see:-
www jiscmail.ac.uk/cgibin/webadmin? AO=MINING-
HISTORY

Don Borthwick

Chinese miners trapped in flooded

coalmine

On 23rd August 2011 water flooded into a coal mine
in North East China’s Heilongjiang Provence after
workers mistakenly drilled into a neighbouring
abandoned mine. At the time 45 miners were
underground in this small mine which was operating
illegally despite the Governments attempts to close
such small, out-dated operations.

Of those working, 19 managed to escape, with a
further three being rescued on the 27th August and the
body of one other retrieved the next day. Rescue
efforts continued, including pumping water from the
mine and drilling down from the surface to locate
further survivors. On the 30th August 19 more miners
were rescued, but the odds of the remaining three
trapped miners surviving are slim, with large
quantities of water and silt hampering rescue
operations.

NAHMO Newsletter September 2011

New Members
The Society extends a warm welcome to the
following who have joined our ranks this year:-

Archaeology Team Durham

R. Laurente-Taylor & Family ~ Hounslow

D. Sharp Northallerton
G. Usher Guisborough
R. Vant Howden
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Natinnal Association of Yhine

Annual Conference

Fhistory Oreanisations

NAMBO 29t June to 1% July, 2012

Quarry Bank Mill, near Wilmslow,

Quarry Bank Mill is the water drive cotton mill founded by Samuel Greg in 1784. The estate includes the
mill itself, housing for mill workers, apprentices and the proprictors The site is of interest in its own right with
water driven machinery as well as a steam engine. On-site, there are two large lecture and display rooms together
with bars and catering facilities. There is a large car park and we have been promised camping space from
Friday through to Monday. There is plenty of other accommodation within easy reach including Premier Inns,
bed and breakfast and all the hotels at Manchester Airport. Transport links are good with easy air, bus, road
and rail access.

The conference lecture programme will run on the Saturday and Sunday with a series of surface and
underground trips from the Friday lunchtime until at least the Monday of the following week for those wishing
to extend their stay. Some of the field trips may be re-run later in the week to allow attendance at lectures
without missing underground trips. It is intended that there will be a set of conference proceedings. A conference
dinner will be held on the Saturday evening.

The theme of the conference is ‘Copper, lead, cobalt, salt, coal, fireclay, limestone — Cheshire’s mining
history’. Cheshire may appear as a green and fertile county with cheese and milk as the major industries up to
the end of the 19th century but, benecath the county, there are still massive reserves of salt which fostered the
chemical industry in the north west of England. There are also metal ores in a form not worked to a great extent
anywhere else in the UK. To support these industries, the county also provided coal from its eastern margin,
limestone from the southeast as well as fireclay and ganister for furnace bricks.

The conference will focus on the variety of minerals found in Cheshire and neighbouring Staffordshire as
well as providing an opportunity for the exploration of the Alderley Edge mines in particular. Following the
welcome evening on Friday, a full programme of lectures is planned on Saturday and Sunday with two parallel
sessions in the afternoons. Detailed plans for speakers and talks are available on the website but any offers to
speak or lead trips would be most welcome. There will be facilities for posters, club stands and trade stands at
no additional cost.

There will be an extensive programme of complementary surface and underground trips to lesser-known parts
of Cheshire and North Staffordshire’s mining history as well as some longer trips further afield. Underground
trips will largely be at Alderley Edge and will range from simple walk-in mines to some serious through or
round trips with SRT. Full information and booking details at http://www.namhoconference.org.uk

Disclaimer Data Protection Act

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of
its correspondents and are not necessarily agreed
with or shared by the Northern Mine Reseach Society,
its Officers or the Newsletter Editor. The accuracy of
statements made in articles submitted for publication
will not normally be checked for validity by the
Newsletter Editor. The responsibility for the content
of articles submitted by individual members or
groups remains with the authors and cannot be accept-
ed by the Society, its Officers or the Newsletter Editor.

Members are reminded that the NMRS maintains a
list of their names and addresses solely for the
purposes of printing labels for Membership Cards and
posting newsletters and publications.

Such details are deleted from the database for any
member who leaves the Society, either after the
committee have been notified, or after it has been
determined that an overdue subscription has not been
paid for several months.

The Northern Mine Research Society is a
Registered Charity
No. 326704
Visit our Website

www.nmrs.org.uk
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