


Our 2011 Meet Programme has now been com-
pleted and our grateful thanks go to Sallie for organ-
ising this and to all the Meet .eaders who have done
such a splendid job. Our programme has been very
varied and has given opportunities to many. We look
forward with anticipation to our 2012 programme but
please remember there is a necessity fo book your
place with each Meet Leader before attending.

Many thanks for the Publication donations re-
ceived from Ron Callender, Sheila Bridges and Peter
Jackson. Many of these have already been redistribut-
ed to our members who had previously sent in their
“wish” lists. Three are highly delighted that they have
acquired all on their lists. If you have any gaps please
let me know and I'll contact you when they become
available. Why pay bookshop prices when you can
benefit from NMRS Membership discounts! On the
other hand if you have books you no longer require
please remember we really appreciate your donations
— not only NMRS Publications but other mining
books.

The Ingleton Book Fair, in September, was an
opportunity to meet some of our Members and also
promote our Publications to a wider audience.
Though quieter than previously — perhaps a sign of
the times — our Ingleton board was admired by several
visitors (thank you Ron!) I must add a big “Thank
you” to Bernard Bond who returned at the end of the
day to help us pack up. This gesture was much appre-
ciated.

In the previous Newsletter we mentioned that the
custodian of our Garmins is now Peter Pearson who
should be contacted if you wish to borrow one. Un-
fortunately his e-mail was incorrectly printed and
should be peterpearson@aol.com

Back in the May 2011 Newsletter Barry Hunt was
asking if there is more information concerning min-
ing in the Tempest Archives at Broughton Hall. I did
write to Roger Tempest passing on the enquiry but he
has not responded — perhaps I should have enclosed a
S.A.E!

English Heritage has recently launched the results
of their Industrial Heritage at Risk project alongside
the 2011 Heritage at Risk Register. The full register
is available to access from their website as a PDF for
each part of the country through their fully searchable
on-line database — www.english-heritage.org.uk/har
Using this register you can search specifically for
industrial sites on the Register using the on-line data-
base.

The 2012 AGM has been arranged for Saturday

March 315t in Ingleton at Mealbank Hall, so please
put this date in your diary. Further details and a
booking form will be in the February Newsletter.
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Gisburn seemed to be a convenient location for
many of our members and thinking of that there is an
excellent Indian Restaurant, Bombay [.ounge in Bar-
rowford — about seven miles from Gisburn. On a
Sunday afternoon they do an Indian Banquet which
I can recommend and wondered if any of our mem-
bers would like to meet up there one Sunday after-
noon when the days became longer. I have some
names from the Autumn Meeting but if anyone else is
interested please e-mail me and we will try and ar-
range something for 2012.

Finally, on behalf of all the Committee members
who work so tirelessly for NMRS, 1 would like to
wish all our Members Season's Greeting for Christ-
mas and the New Year and thank you all for your
support in 2011.

Barbara Sutcliffe

Library News
Thank you to Rob Needham for a CD with a copy (words
and pictures) of his Autumn Meeting presentations on
Birch Hill Gale iron mines and Windrush stone mines, to
Mike Gill for the latest Newsletter from the Friends of
Williamson's Tunnels and PDMHS Newsletters, to Peter
Jackson for NMRS Newsletters and some A4 BMs and to
Barbara for Down to Earth, C G Down's Mining in Corn-
wall Today and 1968 Proceedings of the North-East Lan-
cashire Group of the Geologists' Association.
Sallie Bassham

Subscriptions for 2012

These become due from the 1st January and enclosed
is your Renewal Form. This only needs checking for
your name and address details together with an email
address if you wish to be included with occasional
mail outs from the Society.

You will also find a Bank Standing Order Form for
those of you who wish to pay their subs this way. Just
complete your name and address details, the date of
the first payment and the amount to pay. Hand or send
this part to your bank ensuring they include the
reference shown. The same applies if you manage
your account on line - please include your reference
otherwise we will not know who has paid! Those of
you who already pay by STO need take no action this
year.

David R Neal
Membership Secretary
New Projector

We have bought a new projector! No, not a film one
but a modern digital one. An Optoma Model EX531
with carrying case was purchased in time for our
Autumn Meeting. For the technophiles it features 2600
lumens, XGA resolution 1024 x 768 and has up to
4000 hours of lamp-light.

David R Neal
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2012. lan also formed M.O.L.E.S, Mines Of Lakeland
Exploration Society, for the purpose of creating a club
of people wishing to explore and study disused mine
workings, record and photograph our heritage before
the establishment and time destroyed what was left. To
this end the group worked closely with the National
Park and the National Trust.

lan is now well past retirement age and the daily
drive from Carlisle to Keswick, plus working a full six
day week is cramping his passion of fell walking and
hindering his continued research and writing. It has
been a difficult decision to let the museum go as it has
been a life's work and passion. It is important to realise
that the museum contents are for sale as a collection,
and will not be separated unless we fail to find a
responsible buyer.

Naturally the Museum will remain open daily from
10.00am-4.00pm as usual, but closed on Mondays
although a winter time table will come into effect in
November. Should you wish any further details or
clarification please do not hesitate to contact me.

Ian Tyler
www.keswickminingmuseum.co.uk

Coal Mining

West of Whittonstall 1266-1966

Rill Stokoe, the author, has first hand knowledge of
his subject having worked in and managed one of the
mines concerned from 1953 to 1965 before leaving to
frain as a teacher.

The hills to the west of Whittonstall, to the south of
Prudhoe, are formed by outliers of Lower Coal
Measures. The old man had used bell pits to work the
German ironstone, which is overlain by slippery, blue
fireclay and lays about 900mm above the Victoria

Seam. The coal had been ignored and the ironstone
workings had been backfilled with the oozing fire-
clay, making later attempts at coal getting very haz-
ardous.

Bill describes how his father and grandfather,
having been made unemployed by the failure of the
Shilford Coal Company, decided to sink their own
drift onto the remaining area of Brockwell seam
under Highfield Hill. They knew that the Brockwell
seam had been worked under Whittonstall between
1820 and 1850, but an area to the west was left
unworked. Using a system of headings driven off a
haulage gate at eight yard centres, the coal between
them was removed using six foot wide bords, leaving
narrow pillars to support the roof. The haulages were
driven up the full dip (1 in 20) from the main drift,
and the headings were driven on the strike. This
allowed between 75 and 80 per cent of the coal to be
got.

Bill also covers the small mines and opencasts on
the nearby Greymare and Kiln Pit Hills and west-
wards to Acton Burn. They are representative of the
myriad drift mines on the western edge of the Dur-
ham-Northumberland Coalfield, many of which have
been obliterated by opencasting.

As part of his studies, Bill and friends also excavat-
ed the site of a beehive coke-oven at Wall House
Colliery. It is the only one known in the area and was
supplied by a group of shafts working the upper leaf
of the Brockwell seam. They also recorded a bing-
stead, at one of the shafts, where the coal was stored.

The book, which has 40 plates, 33 figures and
123pp, is available from the author (R.W. Stokoe),
14 The Drive, Shotley Bridge, Consett, DH8 0DL
Jor £10 including p&p.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of
its correspondents and are not necessarily agreed
with or shared by the Northern Mine Reseach Society,
its Officers or the Newsletter Editor. The accuracy of
statements made in articles submitted for publication
will not normally be checked for validity by the
Newsletter Editor. The responsibility for the content
of articles submitted by individual members or
groups remains with the authors and cannot be accept-
ed by the Society, its Officers or the Newsletter Editor.

Data Protection Act

Members are reminded that the NMRS maintains a
list of their names and addresses solely for the
purposes of printing labels for Membership Cards and
posting newsletters and publications.

Such details are deleted from the database for any
member who leaves the Society, either after the
committee have been notified, or after it has been
determined that an overdue subscription has not been
paid for several months.

The Northern Mine Research Society is a
Registered Charity
No. 326704
Visit our Website

Www.nmrs.org.uk
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