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Jottings from the President
I hope you have all found a good home for your
NMRS Flyers. If you want some more please let me
know. We were recently in Cornwall where we left a
trail of them in libraries and tourist offices where we
could. While there we visited the small museum in St
Agnes. It used to be a lovely, interesting place — full
of items of local interest including a lot of exhibits
relating to the rich mining history of the area. Now,
after a revamp, it is as if mining hardly had any
influence on the area. After questioning some
attendants, we discovered much is now in storage.
This 1s just another instance of why we need to
promote further interest in mining history and
preserve as much as possible before it is too late.
Rex and I were at the Ingleton Bookfair in May
and were pleased to meet some our members there.
Some we already knew, others introduced themselves
which is very satisfying. The bookfair took place
while Ingleton Overground Underground was on.
One of our members, Bernard Bond, was very in-
volved with this (see his account elsewhere in this
Newsletter) and all his hard work is greatly appreci-
ated. Also at the bookfair we had the space to display
the super NMRS boards designed and made by Ron

Callender. One is a general one advertising what our
society does and two are to promote our latest BM
“Mines of the West Pennines” and the “Scottish Gold
Rush” Their next outing with be at the BLMDA Gem
& Mineral Fair at the Pavilions of Harrogate, August
20th and 21st. We are also very grateful to North West
Book Fairs for providing us with a table at the Ingleton
event and we have already taken up their offer for
another table at the September 11th event, again at
Ingleton Community Centre. We hope to see more of
our members there.

Regarding BM91 “Mines of the West Pennines”
a very small number of our members have contacted
me regarding our latest publications. Unfortunately
they have received copies with pagination errors
between P34-86. It would appear that a small number
had printed errors, been put to one side at the printers,
and then put back into a part box which was delivered
to me. Members who have contacted me so far are all
alphabetically linked more or less together, and have
had replacement copies sent to them. If you have not
yet had the chance to read your copy please check
yours and let me know if you have a “rogue” copy
which will obviously be replaced. I apologize for the
unavoidable error and since being told am checking
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Would you please note that the deadline for inclusion with
the November Newsletter is the
30th October, 2011

Submissions are welcomed that would be of interest to mem-
bers of the NMRS. These can be forwarded to me as text/disc
by post or you can email or telephone. If you require any-
thing returning, please ask. Photographs, plans and drawings
are acceptable as long as they can be reproduced in black and
white.
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all copies that now leave here.

Included with this newsletter is a booking form for
our Autumn Meeting. It is to be held at the Festival
Hall, Gisburn. Gisburn is at NGR SD8248, near the
junction of the A682 (Burnley/Long Preston) and
A59 (Skipton/Clitheroe) roads. The Hall is east of the
A682 road to Burnley. From the A59, turn south on
the A682 by the deli/cafe shop and then after a few
yards, left into the free car park near a playground.
From the north on the A682 turn right at the round-
about near the Church and then left after the deli/cafe
shop and left into the car park. From the south on the
A682, turn right into the car park by the children’s
playground. After a free lunch (booking is essential —
see the enclosed booking form), there will be a short
business meeting followed by presentations. Please
let me know if you are prepared to help with these. It
is always interesting to know what other members are
doing or about their related interests. As usual there
will also be some bargain NMRS publications availa-
ble. For those whose “significant other halves” would
like a day out there is plenty of walking in the area,
not to mention the “shop till you drop” experience at
Boundary Mill Stores at Colne.

Perhaps some of our members are unaware of some
Garmins, a GPS system, which our society has avail-
able for loan to our members. Peter Pearson has
kindly offered to handle any loans and store the items.
He can be contacted at peterpearson@aol.com. There
will be a need for members to sign a loan form when
borrowing them and to agree to a return date which
can be extended if necessary and if no-one else needs
them.

Thanks go to the people who lead our NMRS
Meets and to those who send in reports for our News-
letter. There must be many of our membership who
are interested but unable to go on these meets. Please
do make sure you book your place on each meet so
that the leaders are aware of who exactly is turning
up. Also if the meet is an underground one there are
often interesting features above ground for you to see
if you do not relish an underground activity. Again
please check with the meet leader.

We are always indebted to members who donate
NMRS Publications back to us, especially the out of
print ones. After recent donation I have found good
homes for these. Members are really pleased to be
able to obtain our publications at a sensible price (and
with the added bonus of a 25% discount) and at the
same time the extra money is helping our society. |
now have waiting list of BMs needed by various
members and would like to be able to help them.
Please if your copies are gathering dust or you are
down-sizing consider donating them back to us. This
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also applies to any mining or related books. If not
already in the library we would sell them in order to
help the society.

We are very fortunate to receive a NMRS
Newsletter on a regular basis four times a year. Since
August 2009 this is thanks to David Neal, our Editor.
As announced at the AGM he will not be standing for
re-clection next March so we are urgently looking for
a new Editor to take over from him. David is kindly
offering to help anyone volunteering prior to his
retirement. We do hope someone will step forward to
continue our excellent track record which brings so
much pleasure to our members.

Sadly we have had notification of the deaths of
four long-standing members. D. Coates died last year
and on 15th January 2011 Anthony Owen died. Barry
Jones died in April 2011, and his widow, Joan would
like to thank all our members who corresponded with
him online and say he really enjoyed receiving our
newsletters and publications. His death took place in
his beloved Yorkshire, an area which sparked his
interest in mining which in turn led him to our society.
We have also lost one of our Publications author's, Dr
Timothy B. Bagenal who died on March 2nd 2011.
He was responsible for the BM 62 Monograph which
resulted from his interest in the human population
history of the Swaledale area. His other interest was
fish and he wrote/edited “Methods for the Assessment
of Fish Production in Fresh Waters” in 1978 as well
as other books on fish. Thanks to Mike Gill for letting
me know of this interest. Condolences have been sent
to the families of these members on behalf of the
Society.

Barbara Sutcliffe

Forthcoming Meets

Saturday 10 September

Underground meet at Brownley Hill Mine, Nenthead.
Easy dryish mine. Meet at 11am in the Nenthead
Heritage Centre car park NY 781435. Nenthead is on
the A688 Alston/Weardale road.

Leader Paul Dollery, 01937 580 579.

Saturday 22 October

Autumn Meeting, starting with a buffet lunch at
12.30pm. Gisburn Village Institute. Volunteers who
can give presentations, or show photographs of meets,
would be very welcome.

Contact Barbara Sutcliffe on 01282 614615 or email
to mansemins@btopenworld.com

Sallie Bassham
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Cornish Snippets

Visitors to Cornwall may have already been to
Caerhays Castle, visiting the gardens, famous for their
camilias or taking a tour of the Castle. Now there may
be a future added sparkle for people interested in
mineral specimens.

The Williams family were once owners of the
property and they were very prominent in the
development of Cornwall's Mining History. Part of
their vast mineral collection has lain largely unnoticed
at various locations for over 100 years. Now the
collection is receiving much attention and will form
an important part of the house tour as work progresses.

Courtney V Smale was invited by Charles Williams
in June 2008 to assess the Caerhays’ mineral
collection. Some were in glass cabinets but not many
on display. Other specimens were found in cupboards,
in drawers in the vegetable room, in an old cold store
another hoard in the cellar. Since then cleaning and
cataloguing has taken place culminating in Courtney
taking a cabinet full over to Tucson, Arizona for this
year's world famous mineral show where great
international interest was shown.

Parts of the original collection have been donated or
sold in the past but enough remains for it to be a
significant collection. More details of the castle can
be found on www.caerhays.co.uk

A half page article and photo in “The Daily
Telegraph” in February implied that “in a remarkable
partnership of old and new, Cornwall’s tin mines are
poised for a return to their glory days thanks to the
global demand for indium”. This is used in the liquid
crystal displays on televisions, laptops, smart phones
and Apple's iPad.

According to the article large deposits of this rare
element had been found at South Crofty, near Redruth
and the owners of the tin mine were said to be
confident that, if their initial tests are proved to be
correct, they will be able to start digging out millions
of pounds of indium, alongside zinc, copper and gold.

Barbara Sutcliffe

The Williams Mineral Collection

by Courtenay V. Smale

Recently published by Pasticcio, a specialist Cornish
Book publisher — www.Pasticcio.co.uk - this small
paperback book of 24pp provides an introduction to
the valuable mineral collection held at Caerhays Castle
in Cornwall.

The Williams family ranked alongside the greatest
of the Cornish collectors and established a collection
which not only represents Cornwall but contained
specimens from many parts of the world. The book
traces the history of the Williams family with the
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emphasis on mining followed by details of the
collection as it is now with some lovely full colour
photos of some of the specimens. An interesting book
but at £6 and with postage extra I feel it is rather
expensive.

Barbara Sutcliffe

Future of the UK Journal of Mines
And Minerals

Following the retirement of Jean Spence and Mick
Wolfe, who have been indispensable members of the
team for many years, there has been some uncertainty
as to the future of the UK Journal of Mines &
Minerals. We are pleased to report that the UKIMM
will continue in its current form. With the support of
subscribers, authors and advertisers, we will continue
to develop the journal as a repository of information
about British mineralogy.

UKIMM Issue 32 will be the last to be covered by
current subscriptions. New subscriptions will begin
from issue 33 with an additional option to pay using
Paypal via the UKJMM website. Further details and
information will be included in the next issue and on
our website www.ukjmm.co.uk.

UKJMM 32 is given over in its entirety to a single
long article describing the minerals of Dolyhir Quarry.
Dolyhir Quarry is one of the most important new
British discoveries of the last decade, with numerous
rarc and unusual minerals, and we believe a full, well
illustrated description is justified!

David Green

Library News

Thank you to Brian Mason for boxes of fascinating
material including Memoirs of the Geological Survey
for Mallerstang, several Minutes of Proceedings of the
National Association of Colliery Managers, Geologi-
cal Survey of Great Britain for much of Northern
England and the Midlands, a Technical Report on the
geological background for planning and development
in Leeds, W H Wilcockson's “Sections of Strata of the
Coal Measures of Yorkshire”, several books on valua-
tion and rating, copies of Rating and Valuation Report-
er, several Institute of Geological Sciences area
reports, Transactions of the Federated Institution of
Mining Engineers for 1893/4, HMSO publications on
legal aspects of coal mining, a box of OS maps and
several geology text books.

Thank you to Barbara Sutcliffe for North-East
Lancashire Group of Geologists' Association Proceed-
ings, Historic Cornish Mining Scenes Underground,
the May 2011 copy of Down to Earth, the Annual
Report of the Nova Scotia Department of Mines and
Energy and several geology text books.

Sallie Bassham
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Where do they go? Part 2

Here are a few more interesting places where our
publications go
Colne Book Shop
22 Church
St Colne. BB8 0LG

A fairly new independent bookshop with the owners
having over 30years of experience in the trade between
them. Comfy sofas and newspapers encourage
browsing. It also has a very good reputation in the area
for sourcing and ordering books, often for next day
delivery. Phone 01282 614615. More details on:-

www.bookshopcolne.co.uk

Embsay Station Book Shop

At one end of the Embsay & Bolton Abbey Steam
Railway the gift/book shop is open during summer
(June-September), and daily except Mondays at other
times. Mail order is available on 01756 794727 or
e-mail emsaystation@gmail.com Further details can
be found on www.embsayboltonabbeyrailway.org.uk

Keswick Mining Museum
Otley House, Otley Road
Keswick, CA12 5LE

Run by Ian Tyler, it was the first mining museum to
be established in Cumbria and hosts a-very large
collection of mining memorabilia. The bookshop has
an impressive array of both new and second-hand
books. Regular walks of mining interest are also
organised. Details of these can be found on their
website www.keswickminingmusuem.co.uk

Queen Street Mill Textile Museum
Harle Skye
Burnley BB10 2HX

The world's last 19%" Century steam powered
weaving mill and also featured in the film “The King's
Speech”. May to September opening times (12-5pm)
are Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday with the engine in steam on Saturdays.
Besides the small shop there is also a small cafe.

Swaledale Museum
The Green
Reeth, DL11 6QT

This museum opens Easter to the end of October
apart from Saturdays and has over 2000 objects
connected with living and working in the Dales, with
many of them linked to lead mining. There is also a
small cafe. More details can be found on the website
www.swaledalemuseum.org
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Killhope
The North of England Lead Mining Museum
Nr Cowshill, Upper Weardale
Co. Durham DL13 14H

This a multi award winning museum exploring the
life of North Pennine Victorian lead mining families.
Equipped with hard hats and cap lamps, visitors can
be guided down the mine to discover the working
conditions of Victorian miners. On the Surface they
can see how miners lived. Woodland walks offer an
opportunity to see red squirrels. Beside a visitor's
centre there is also a cafe. There is also a permanent

display of Spar boxes. Open April 15t —October 31%
from 10.30 — 17.00. Phone 01388 537505. Web
www.kilhope.org.uk

Yorkshire Dales Mining Museum
Old Grammar School
School Lane
Earsby, BB18 6QF

This museum houses one of the most extensive
collection of lead mining artefacts in the North of
England and is open Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday
11.00am - Spm plus Bank Holidays. More details are
on www.yorkshiredalesminingmuseum.com

. _Barbara Sutcliffe

Book Review
Cornish Mines: Gwennap to the Tamar, by Barry

Gamble, published by Alison Hodge 2011, 111pp lots
of colour illustrations, £5.95

Cornish Mines: St Just to Redruth, bt Barry Gam-
ble, published by Alison Hodge 2011, 103pp lots of
colour illustrations, £5.95

The Geology & Landscape of Cornwall & the Isles
of Scilly, by Simon Camm, published by Alison
Hodge 2011, 120pp lots of colour illustrations £5.95

These are three more books in the Pocket Cornwall
Series, all written by knowledgeable people in their
field. The two mining ones are a recent record of
many of the county's best surviving mining sites,
photographed in the last few years and with authorita-
tive text. Within the two books are over 100 tin and
copper mine sites with their engine houses and dress-
ing floors. Pocket size books obviously reduce the
size of photos but in my opinion do not detract from
the content. Notes are given on the history of each
mine and another plus is that grid references are
given.The third Pocket books describes and explains

NMRS - Newsletter August 2011












	1
	2

