














The Miners Lamp Society 
The Miners Lamp Society is now in its fourth year 

and arose out of informal meetings of enthusiasts at 
Antiques Fairs. Over a hundred members, in the UK 
and overseas, exchange information and expertise. 

The Society's Journal is called The Gauzing Gazette, 
and its latest issue has more than 20 pages of articles 
illustrated with many colour photographs. Some 
articles are aimed at beginners and give advice about 
buying and restoring lamps. There is a fascinating 
piece about safety lamp glasses, describing the 
problems of avoiding cracking and shattering and the 
manufacture and checking of glasses. There is general 
advice about researching manufacturing companies 
and a detailed account of investigating the history of 
a particular lamp with a presentation plaque. Society 
members have links with related mining organisations 
and have visited the Durham Miners' Gala and 
Pleasley Colliery. Their next gathering and lamp fair 
is being held at Pleasley Colliery (not far from J29 on 
the M1) on the 11th June, 2011. 

Anyone interested in finding out more about The 
Miners Lamp Society should contact:-
Maurice Dawson on 01844 279136 or email at 
maurice.dawson@hotmail.co.uk. 

2011 NAMHO Conference 
The 2011 NAMHO conference will be held from 

the 29th July to the 1st August at Preston Montford 
Field Centre, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury. Further 
activities will continue around Shropshire during the 
following week. 

This delightful Queen Anne country house lies by 
the river Severn to the west of Shrewsbury and is set 
in 12 hectares of grassland and woodland. It is close 
to the AS and the Welsh and Shropshire Hills . 
Ironbridge, the 'Birthplace of the Industrial 
Revolution', is a short distance away. On-site, there 
is accommodation for 120 with two drying rooms, 
dining facilities , plus camping and bar. Space will be 
available for those staying on during the following 
week. 

The conference lecture programme will run on the 
Saturday and Sunday with a series of surface and 
underground trips from the Friday lunchtime until at 
least the Wednesday of the following week, for those 
wishing to extend their stay. Some of the field trips 
will be re-run in the week to allow attendance at 
lectures without missing underground trips. It is 
intended that there will be a set of conference 
proceedings. A conference dinner will be held on the 
Saturday evening and a special event on the Sunday 
evening is to be hosted by the Shropshire Caving and 
Mining Club in celebration of its 50th anniversary; the 
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evening meal is free to delegates. The theme of the 
conference is '50 Years of Mine Exploration' . Fifty 
years ago, there was little interest in industrial 
archaeology and many important mine sites were lost 
to neglect or the bulldozer. Many more would have 
been permanently lost but for the efforts of mine 
explorers.Following the welcome evening on Friday, 
a full programme of lectures is planned on Saturday 
and Sunday with parallel threads in separate rooms. 
Particular emphasis will be given to practical mine 
exploration over the years and subjects range from 
local to international. Speakers include George Hall, 
who reminisces about his early explorations with 
David Bick, Rob Vernon on Mines of Spain, Dave 
Linton, Ivor Brown and many more. There will be 
facilities for posters, club stands and trade stands, 
including Starless River's mobile showroom. 

There will be an extensive programme of 
complementary surface and underground trips to 
lesser-known parts of Shropshire's mining history as 
well as some longer trips further afield. Underground 
trips will include a winch trip at Snailbeach and range 
from simple walk-in mines to some serious through 
or round trips with SR T. Full information and booking 
details are available below. 

Andrew Wood 
Home Farm 

Castle Pulverbatch 
Shrewsbury 

SY58DS 
Telephone: 01743 718668 

www .namhoconference.org. uk 
www.field-studies-council.org/prestonmontford 

The Tempest of Broughton 
I came across this reference the other day 

from Lancaster, M.E. (1987) The Tempests of 
Broughton. Pub. H.R. Tempest. Broughton Hall, Nr. 
Skipton, North Yorkshire. Page 45. 

"In 1509 Roger [Tempest of Broughton, Esquire] 
was involved in a law suite concerning lead from 
mines at Thorpe or Glusburn [Yorkshire] which must 
have been worked during this period. 

Miles Staveley of Ripon sued for £20, alleging that 
Roger Tempest and James Metcalf of Nappa had failed 
to deliver 10 fodder of lead at The Crayne, York, 
before Midsummer 1508, as they had agreed to do. 
(CommonRolls1 Henry Vlllm. 1892)." 

Anyone out there well in at Broughton Hall? I 
wonder if there is more information concernmg 
mining in the Tempest Archives. 

Barry Hunt 
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for the earth-moving machines. 
Another outing took us to "the miners' library". We 

set off by climbing through a cloak of pine forest until 
we reached a huge plateau. There was a makeshift 
runway for small aeroplanes; white stones set out in 
two neat rows. In the distance, a small hut punctuated 
the vast, empty landscape. We veered towards it and 
Pirjo explained the library was very popular with the 
many gold prospectors who worked in the 
neighbourhood ... some men would walk for hours to 
exchange books. It was unlocked and the interior 
contained shelves for the books, a notice board 
displayed a map of the district, and there was a small 
table and chair. I passed over a copy ofNMRS's BM84 
and Pirjo added it to the inventory before placing it 
on the shelf. A quarto notebook on the table contained 
pages of messages from everyone who had used the 
library or passed this way in recent weeks. Pirjo 
translated and read out some of the entries to prove it 
was a very efficient "grapevine"; afterwards she added 
brief details of our own visit. 

Back at JakaHi Aytsi, Jakke offered to show us the 
gold he had recovered and had no objections to 
photographs. In the winter months, he made jewellery 
that relied on matching small nuggets to form the 
design. To our amusement, he stored his collection in 
three jam jars- large nuggets, small nuggets and gold 
particles . It was -an ·impressive sight but we 
appreciated it was all due to his hard work during the 
short summer months. 

Pirjo 's neighbour sees no need for 
a pram in the wilderness! 

An early start was imperative for our return to the 
outside world. Our boat was due around eleven 
o'clock, and it would take about three hours to reach 
the river. However, we made for a landing stage 
downstream, which gave us a bit of time in hand. 
Government regulations outlawed Jakke's vehicle on 
these paths and we had to walk, but it was an enjoyable 
experience. The morning was a lovely, sunny day; 
Pirjo led the way at an unhurried pace as we crossed 

Page 10 

rivers, strode along paths, climbed low-lying fells and 
admired the unfolding landscape of pine trees, gold 
workings, abandoned cabins and space itself. We 
heard, and then saw our riverboat racing upstream and 
Pirjo confirmed we were making good speed. When 
we came on a sign-board informing us we were 7.8 
kilometres from Jakala Aytsi, I proposed a rest and a 
burst of farewell photographs. As we reached 
Kultahamina, (the small "Port ofthe gold"), the river 
boat appeared and we were handed our life jackets and 
squeezed on board. To my surprise, the smiling face 
of my friend Matti was waiting for us at Nurghalahti. 
The conference organiser had been keeping in touch 
with our movements and she wished to avoid any 
disruption to her speakers' programme. It was a perfect 
way to end a perfect experience. 

But there was a postscript . . . an important postscript. 
We kept in touch with Piljo and she told us that during 
an eclipse of the sun, she took her small daughter to 
stay with her mother, who lived 200 kilometres away. 
On arrival, she received a telephone call from Jakke; 
he had just unearthed a substantial gold nugget. Pirjo 
made the briefest of stops, and returned immediately 
to Jakala Aytsi to share in the impending celebration. 
A bottle ofSpeyside Scotch had been set aside for such 
an occasion and at 88.7g, the nugget was big enough 
to qualify for a distinctive name. It had been found at 
2pm on the 1st August 2008 - what better than 
"Auringonpimennys", which translates to Eclipse of 
the sun? 

Ron Callender 

Auringonpimennys 
('Eclipse of the sun ' : 2pm : 1st August 2008) 
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Shale Oil in North Wales. Typical rates of crude oil recovery were: Oil Shale 
I read with interest Dr R. Callendar's review of the 16 - 33 gallons/ton; Cannel Coal: Smooth -

book "Shale Oil" - the history of this industry in the 35gallons/ton; Curly - 80 gallons/ton. (1 gallon = 
West Lothians. The statement that the Oil Shale de- 4:5461; ~ton = 1.016 tonnes). There was also a price 
posits occurred only in this region of Britain seemed differential: Shale Oil 8/6 per ton, Smooth Cannel at 
rather odd since there was, locally, a thriving "shale 9/- per ton and Curly Cannel at 28/- per ton. (11- = 
oil" industry. £0.05.) (The average sp.g ofthe crude was about 0.9 

The industry was in an area a few miles to the east so a ton would be about 250 gallons.) No information 
of Mold (now Flintshire again), extending from was found on the economics of processing, which 
Padeswood in the north to Leeswood and Coed Tal- generated large tonnages of waste. The refining 
wm in the south, with a further oil producing area at process, which used sulphuric acid, may also have had 
Acrefair, to the SSW of Wrexham. Production is a waste disposal problem. 
these areas started in about 1860; eleven collieries in Boghead, which supplied the refinery at Bathgate, 
the Mold area were listed in the 1868 Slaters Directo- had the highest recorded recovery; 120-130 
ry as producing Cannel. Production had ceased by gallons/ton from Cannel Coal, although the mine was 
about 1880 when it had become uneconomic as a exhausted by 1863. 
result of cheap imported oil from Texas. Little remains of the Collieries or the Oil Works. 

The shale oil industry in Scotland continued for Sites are under industrial or housing developments in 
almost the next 100 years, latterly as a result of a tax the Lees wood area, are part under a golf course or 
concession on home produced road fuel. This was have reverted to farmland as at Padeswood, or else-
revoked and in 1962 the refinery at Westwood, the where to tree covered wasteland. 
last refining shale oil, closed. As with many mining districts there is the legend of 

The term Shale Oil is somewhat misleading. Al- huge reserves remaining untouched. There may be 
though oil was distilled from oil shale a far larger more of an element of truth in this here than in most 
proportion came from Cannel Coal. Locally there areas. The collieries appear to have closed because of 
were two types of Cannel; Smooth and Curly, as lack of demand, not lack of coal. Even with the 
determi_ned-by fracture - the Smooth having a large c~ent price of oil it is unlikely that these coal seams 
conchoidal fracture and the Cm1ytrsm:att1'11es-eafns~ - Wlll be-r.e=opened; deep shaft-WOrking-would be t.oo ­
varied in thickness from 2 ' 9" to 4' O" at depths from slow and expensive for economic quantities and the 
93yds to 241yds, being deeper towards the south. shallowest seams at 93yds might present a problem 

The shale and cannel was processed at the site of the for open cast working - it is certain that Padeswood' s 
colliery, each having its own Oil Works. It was first golfers would not be best pleased. 
reduced to fist sized lumps in a rotary mill and then Cannel Coals are found in many coalfields and 
subjected to destructive distillation by heating to were, at this period, mined in North Staffordshire, 
800oF in a cylindrical vertical retort. The retorts were Derbyshire, Yorkshire and Lancashire. Of these only 
grouped in a set of three around a central coal fired the first two areas are listed as oil producers. There 
furnace and hopper fed from the top; the waste being were other markets for Cannel: from about 1852 
removed hourly from the bottom of the retort via a onwards Cannel was used in the production of town 
water· seal. The vapour from the top of the retort, gas. Early gas lighting depended on the luminous 
sometimes accelerated by superheated steam, was flame pro~uced by gas from Cannel but the market 
then condensed into crude oil. At some oil works this reduced With the invention in 1891 of the gas mantle, 
was further refined into fmished products, paraffin, which depends for its light output on the heating 
lubricating oils of various grades, greases, down to property of the gas. 
pitch and waxes. Petroleum products either were not The main source of information for the above is the 
present or not recovered. Other works sent their crude pamphlet "Oil" produced by Buckley (Flints) schools 
oil to refmeries by rail tanker. The principal refineries as a project sponsored and published by the Clwyd 
were at Saltney, near Chester, (two) Queensferry and Centre for Educational Technology. Other sources 
Flint. are C.J.Williams "Industry in Clwyd" p87 and 
Th~ process used was invented and patented by a H. Gregory, "The Distillation of Oil from Cannel Coal 

Scottish Chemist, Mr James Young who, during the and Shales", Flints Hist Soc Jnl, Vol25 (1971-2). 
period of the patent (1850 - 1864), licensed its use Alan Hawkins. 
both in this country and abroad. The industry seems 
to have increased in size with the expiry of the patent www. nmrs. org. uk 
-this may have been due to other factors. 
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Young Madeley Coal Miners and 
the Welsh Gold Mine 

During the 1950s the Miner's Welfare Fund sponsored a 
thriving Youth Club in Madeley, Shropshire, for young 
workers and their girlfriends. Their activ1ties were varied, 
both indoor and outdoor. For a period, one activity that was 
popular was the hiring of a mini-bus or two and with a 
couple of cars going to the hills for hikes, climbs and 
occasionally a bit of caving. One of these trips, on a Sunday 
in August 1959, was to spend a day with the operators of 
the then working Clogau Gold Mine at Bontddu. 

At this time the mine was operated by Clogau St. Davids 
Gold Mines Ltd and the Crown Lease Holder (Gold is a 
Crown Mineral) was Hugh Edwards who although 7 6 years 
of age also ran Caerdeon Farm in the hills near Bontddu. 

He was assisted by Jack Williams, another farmer living 
300 yards from the mine with other helpers from the 
Halfway House pub as requited. Mining took place when 
work on the farms in the area was quiet. The writer had 
spent some days at the mine earlier that year during a pit 
holiday. He was also one of several volunteer assistant 
leaders at the Club. 

The great day arrived, the writer and companions set off 
first in a borrowed car to arrive early so that they could 
pick-up Hugh Edwards from his farm, a couple of miles 
from the Clogau Mine, and to get to the mine in time to 
light the blacksmiths forge so that coffee, (and later a three 
course meal) could be prepared for the adventurers when 
they arrived, At the farm Hugh surprised these early visitors 
by pulling open a draw and showing samples of gold and 
other minerals from the area all wrapped in paper. He 
explained that some of his gold had gone recently to make 
Royal Wedding rings. He also put some samples in his 
pocket to take to the mine. 

The rest of the party arrived on time, having left their 
transport in the village and walking up the stream path. 
Over coffee Hugh explained that he started his working life 
as a gold miner at the turn of the 19th/20th Century when 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of 
its correspondents and are not necessarily agreed 
with or shared by the Northern Mine Reseach Society, 
its Officers or the Newsletter Editor. The accuracy of 
statements made in articles submitted for publication 
will not normally be checked for validity by the 
Newsletter Editor. The responsibility for the content 
of articles submitted by individual members or 
groups remains with the authors and cannot be accept­
ed by the Society, its Officers or theN ewsletter Editor. 

there were over 300 such miners in the area. He had got his 
gold license in 1949 and now leads a team of prospectors, 
mainly in" the winter months. They used a compressed air 
drill with diamond pointed chisel and at present were 
sinking a new shaft into the vein about 600 yards in the 
Sower or 'Llechfraith' adit to the mine. The only power 
available (other than manual) was the compressor, situated 
at the adit entrance. Much to the surprise of the visiting 
mineworkers, ventilation was natural - with the other 
entrance, a shaft, further up the hill, and illumination was 
by carbide lamp. Hugh said that when they find gold they 
get £12 per ounce, but one-twenty-fifth goes to the Crown. 

While the girls, with the youth leader, peeled the potatoes 
and prepared the food for lunch, Hugh and Jack Williams 
took the lads to the stream (Hirgwm) where there was a 
lower drainage adit and two gold bearing veins. Hugh 
demonstrated gold panning -but the only gold we saw came 
wrapped in paper out of his pocket! Later while Hugh 
watched over the meal on the hot-hearth, the rest went for 
a tour of the underground workings inside the adit. Water 
was obviously the problem and the present working shaft 
was flooded to the top and would have to be bailed out 
before work could recommence. Several likely gold bearing 
areas were pointed out and there was much glistening -but 
how much of it was gold! 

After a hot lunch taken by all, and washing up in the 
stream, time was spent picking over ths tips and visiting 
other surface workings nearby. There was much quartz, 
"tellurium" and some copper, but disappointedly no real 
gold was found. The gold miners were thanked by the 
Shropshire Coal Miners - who then moved on, to the 
nearby beach. There was much talk of another visit soon, 
to look for copper on Snowdonia's Copper Miners Trail -
but that is another story! 

Ivor Brown 
This article by lvor first appeared in the Shropshire Mine and 

Caving Club's publication "Below" 2008.2 and purports to show 
the gold scene some 15 years before Peter Ward 's story in the NMRS 
Newsletter February 2011. EDITOR 

Data Protection Act 

Members are reminded that the NMRS maintains a 
list of their names and addresses solely for the 
purposes of printing labels for Membership Cards and 
posting newsletters and publications. 

Such details are deleted from the database for any 
member who leaves the Society, either after the 
committee have been notified, or after it has been 
determined that an overdue subscription has not been 
paid for several months. 

The N orthem Mine Research Society is a 
Registered Charity 

No. 326704 
Visit our Website 

www. nmrs. org. uk 
Page 12 NMRS- Newsletter May 2011 


	may11-17
	may11 page8
	may11-9
	may11-2

