


volunteers.

On the Sunday, the fine weather deserted us; but the
centre of Reeth was crowded with Society members in
waterproofs and carrying umbrellas. Thank you to Tim
Laurie, lan Spencely and Helen Bainbridge for interesting
walks.

All in all, it was a fitting celebration of the Society's first
50 years, and much enjoyed by those who attended. Espe-
cial thanks are due to Richard Smith who organised the
lecture programme and to Barbara Sutcliffe for co-ordinat-
ing all the varied parts of the weekend.

Sallie Bassham
New Members

)

The Society extends a warm welcome to the following
who have joined our ranks since August:-

J. Lawson Tyne and Wear

A. Benfield Leeds

B. Gibson & Family Pontefract

D. Sables Lampeter
Library Report

Thank you to those who have donated a range of
interesting items recently. [vor Brown has given the
library recent copies of "Mining Magazine" and other
current publications including "Qil-Shale" from the
Oil Shale Information Centre. He has also given two
reports on mining in New Zealand at the beginning of
the twentieth century; these provide insights into the
New Zealand ore fields, but also the techniques that
miners took with them from their experience in Britain.

Derrick Emptage has given several Subterranea
Britannica publications, three recent PDMHS
Journals, copies of "Climb" and Speleology" and five
copies of "Descent". Ron Callendar has given
"Opencast Coal Mining in Great Britain", associated
leaflets and a copy of Ros Todhunter's "Geology of
Natural Disasters".

We are very grateful to you all.
Sallie Bassham

Boundary Stone

I walked recently around part of the Wear watershed
in the northern Pennines, and at Scraith Head
(NY791369), below Burnhope Seat, came across a
restored boundary stone. Dated 1880, 1t is inscribed
EC, DC and GH. I presume EC is for Ecclesiastical
Commissioners and GH Greenwich Hospital but I
wonder if any member knows what DC stands for?

Also when was the stone put back together ? It had
been on the ground in two pieces on previous visits.

Phil Clayton
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Subscriptions for 2011

These become due from the 1st January and enclosed
1s your Renewal Form. This only needs checking for
your name and address details together with an email
address if you wish to be included with occasional
mail outs from the Society.

You will also find a Bank Standing Order Form for
those of you who wish to pay their subs this way. Just
complete your name and address details, the date of
the first payment and the amount to pay. Hand or send
this part to your bank ensuring they include the
reference shown. The same applies if you manage
your account on line - please include your reference
otherwise we will not know who has paid! Those of
you who already pay by STO need take no action this
year.

David R Neal
Membership Secretary

Publication News

Many thanks to the following members who have
donated either books or newsletters to us —Bernie
Bond, Len Cook, Neil Dyson, Doug Grant, John
Hopkinson,Dr S. Moreton, and Graeme Wilcox. All
donations are greatly appreciated. Also thanks to our
members who sent in their “wants” lists some of
which I have been able to fulfil. Keep them coming.

It is appreciated when contributions to postage are
received as these costs continue to escalate. There has
been an interest in our early Newsletters so if any of
you have any you wish to donate to us please do so.
It is a shame when they are just disposed of after
reading. Also if you are interested in any of these
please let me know. If I can’t help you at the moment
I may be able to m the future.

Our publications had a presence at our special 50%
Conference up at Reeth, along with Mike Moore
Books who put on a good display which was appreci-
ated by our Conference delegates. We also took a
good selections of our BMs to the Bakewell Mineral
and Fossil Show, along with some membership fly-
ers, all of which were taken so here's hoping! Once
people see our publications it makes them realize
what good value our membership is.

I have continued to take good second-hand copies
to our General Meetings so look out for these bar-
gains and if you are coming to a meeting and want a
second copy of anything just let me know and I will
see what I can do.

Special Christmas Offer
Until the end of the year any member ordering a
new publication off me will receive a copy of BM 54
Lead Mine Waggons free.

Barbara Sutcliffe
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2011 AGM

Next year's AGM will be held on Saturday, 19th
March at Coldstones Quarry, Pateley Bridge. The
meeting start at 11am followed by free buffet lunch
(pre-booking essential) and an afternoon looking
round the quarry.

Meets for 2011

Thank you to everyone who has agreed to lead a
meet next year. There is an excellent variety of surface
and underground, with some familiar favourites and
some new venues. Please check the Newsletter for
Sfurther details.

Saturday 9 April

Surface walk of Bordley lead mines. Meet near the
Angel Inn in Hetton at 10.30am.

Leader Janis Heward, 01423 564197.

Saturday 14 May
Surface walk at Malham.
Leader Tom Knapp.

Saturday 4 June

Underground meet at Goldscope mine. Meet at Little
Town Bridge car park, Newlands Valley (NY 2345
1950). Harness or web belt and cows tail needed.
Insurance essential.

Leader Derrick Emptage 07812 835038

Saturday 25 June
Surface walk of coal mines at Bacup.
Leader Clive Seal.

Saturday 16 July (or 23 July)

Underground meet at Rogerley Mine, Weardale.
Maximum 12 people.

Leader David Neal, 01974 821213

Saturday 6 August

Underground meet at Force Crag Mine, near
Braithwaite. Meet in the car park at the start of the
mine road (NY 2260 2390) at 10am. Harness or web
belt and cows tail needed. Insurance essential. Leader
Derrick Emptage 07812 835038

Saturday 20 August

Surface walk of Bollington, Rainow and Pott Shrigley
coal mines, East Cheshire. Meet at 10.30am at the start
of the bridleway off Bakestonedale Road grid ref
SJ95535 79560. (head uphill from Pott Shrigley
Church towards Kettleshulme, pass through the old
brickworks and the pull in is about ¥ mile up on the
left).
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Booking essential - maximum number of walkers
is 20

Leader David Kitching 01625 423249

email: davidk@brocross.co.uk

Saturday 10 September

Underground meet at Brownley Hill mine, Nenthead.
Easy dryish mine. Meet at 11am in the Nenthead
Heritage Centre car park (free) NY 781435.
Nenthead is on the A688 Alston/Weardale road.
Leader Paul Dollery, 01937 580 579.

Saturday 22 October

Autumn Meeting, starting with a buffet lunch at 12
noon. Gisburn Village Institute (to be confirmed).
Volunteers who can give presentations, or show
photographs of meets, would be very welcome.

Sallie Bassham

Grant to save lead mine remains

English Heritage has pledged £50,000 to help
safe-guard one of the nation's most important historic
lead mining ruins in the Yorkshire Dales. Baroness
Andrews, chairman, announced the award during a
visit to Grassington Moor, near Skipton.

A major had working centre from the 17th to the
19th centuries, it 1s now a scheduled ancient monument.
The 2.5 sq km site 1s rare in ranging from small-scale
workings to a major industrial landscape.The spoil
heaps were also re-worked in the 20th century for
important minerals such as barites, which is used in
the production of paints, barium meals and a heavy
mud for oil wells.

However, the site is on English Heritage's at-risk
register partly because of serious water erosion,
exacerbated by heavy rainfall. The grant will allow
the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority to draw
up a management plan and carry out emergency
repairs to the most vulnerable areas.

The surviving remains include a network of shafts.
waste mounds, dressing floors. a smelting mill with a
vertical chimney. I.7km of ground-level flues, water
management features and interconnecting mine roads.

Neil Redfern, English Heritage's North Yorkshire
team leader, said: "This is a very special place. You
can actually stand in exactly the same spot as 17th
century men, women and children who toiled amidst
a horseshoe of rubble. sorting and breaking lead ore
out of stone. Lead mining was a tough way to make a
living and conditions were often appalling."

Mike Bridgen
Darlington & Stockton Times
13th August, 2010
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Underground Access at Nenthead
Access arrangements for Independent Mine Explor-
ers and for Independent Groups

These arrangements have been reviewed by the
North Pennine Heritage Trust and have now been
amended to assist us in complying with the mainte-
nance responsibilities we have for the Ancient Monu-
ment site and the Smallcleugh SSSI site and to ensure
that we and other users of the Scheduled Monument
comply with statutory Heath and Safety obligations
and the Mines Inspectorate.

Additionally it will help us maintain access in the
car park and pathway areas and to maintain the mine
adits, gates and entrances. Further, it will allow us to
record more accurately the number of people using
and accessing the site. This information will help us
with our fundraising and any grant applications

We mtend to log and disseminate information on
any changes in the underground environment and
help to maintain and improve our links with under-
ground explorers.

Finally, 1t will help us with the costs of all these
obligations and to that end a more detailed document
is available from the following link:-

http://www.npht.com/nentheadmines/news

Newsletter Production

Ahh Barbara... you only know part of it... Harry
and Sue Houghton produced the newsletter for many
years, can’t remember how long. In those days the
newsletter was duplicated, a process that some, now-
adays won’t know about. Basically it was a machine,
either turned by hand or if you were lucky by an
electric motor. You placed a stencil on the drum and
as it turned ink was forced though it on your paper
which was more absorbent than modern papers. The
stencil was cut by hand using a typewriter with the
ribbon removed so that the characters would punch
through a sheet of waxed paper, and so allow the ink
to flow. Imagine typing the stencil — it was hard to see
what you had been typing — try turning the brightness
right down on you monitor and then write a 10 page
article!

The idiosyncrasies of typewriters! The “t” used to
drop half a line, sometimes the “p”” would be missing.
In the late 80’s Harry found that the Amstrad PCW
dot matrix printer would cut a good stencil — time
saving modern technology! Still he would have to run
the duplicator 10 times, once for each page.

Now, this is where us unfortunate members who
happened to live in Leeds came in. The phone would
ring, “Hello, its Harry — would you like to come
across for a bite to eat and a bottle of beer next
week?” PANIC! The last 3 months had gone very
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quickly!

This was the process. Everything was on the table,
we walked round — pick up sheet 1, sheet 2, 3, 4, 5,
staple them, put on the pile and repeat. If there were
4 of us, with over 400 members at the time, you would
walk round that table over 100 times. Next fold and
place in the envelope.

With me so far? Easy isn’t it?

Now for the hard part, and this is where the bottle
of beer came in. In those days self adhesive stamps
and envelopes did not exist. Everything was lick and
stick, lick and stick, lick and... ceeecughh! Stamps
were bad enough but the 6 inches of glue on each
envelope... the beer was certainly earned!
Gettinghome, a packet Extra Strong Mints later, the
taste was still with you.

So now David, when you move your blocks of text
around on your word processor, pasting in text that
others have written (like this article), getting a stack
of ready collated and stapled newsletters and put them
into your self adhesive envelopes and fix your self
adhesive stamps; think of people like Harry & Sue and
the other unfortunate members who happened to be in
when the phone rang.

Printing didn’t start until about 1990 when Damian
McCurdy took over as newsletter editor and decided
to streamline and speed up the process. I went across
and picked up the duplicator and the darned thing lived
in my attic for 10 years — I couldn’t even give it away.

Malcolm Street

Editor Replies

If it so easy nowadays why is there not a queue to
take over as Editor?

Like all my predecessors, we start with blank pages
a month before publication. What we really want is to
build up a reservoir of material so that the bulk of the
current and next issues are in place, well in advance.
Then we need only to add the latest news (meets,
events etc).

If you would like to help and write some pieces for
the Newsletter then perhaps the following will
stimulate some thoughts.

1. Field trips not organised by NMRS

2. Mining related projects

3. Related specialist subjects, eg mining lamps
4. Internet documents about mining activities
5. Reminiscences

As always items preferred as Word docs with
pictures being separate jpegs. Emailed or posted as a
CD. Typed or hand-written articles are also welcomed.

David R Neal
NMRS - Newsletter November 2010





















