


The papers will be followed by a wine reception at
the Reeth Museum and later by a Conference Dinner
at the Bridge Inn, Grinton.

Sunday 3 October
Field trips with packed lunch:

To take full advantage of the opportunity to meet
and socialise, those attending are advised to book
accommodation early as possible. Please make your
own arrangements for this, a list of hotels, B&B’s etc
1s attached.

Richard Smith

Members’ Book Sale

As those of you know who have attended recent
NMRS meetings, Barbara Sutcliffe, our Publications
Officer usually takes along a selection of second-hand
NMRS books and damaged copies for sale to our
attendees.

We plan to extend this idea at our 50th Anniversary
weekend. Not only will we have NMRS second-hand
copies available but new NMRS publications that
some of you might have missed. We extend an
invitation to people planning to come, to bring along
any copies of mining and related books which others
might be interest in buying. This does not include
NMRS books which we hope you will continue to
donate back to us!!

Those books, brought to the weekend will be
marketed by Barbara with 10% of the sales donated
to our society and 90% going back to the seller.

Anyone interested in this please email Barbara at
mansemins@btopenworld.com or 01282 614615. She
will then send you a form to complete for your list of
the books and prices you intend to bring along, a
reference number for you to PENCIL inside the book.
All details will be on the form. Members will have to
register before the event and Barbara will man (sic)
the stall while it is open.

We hope you take this opportunity for some late
“spring cleaning” of your book shelves for the benefit
of our other members.

Get access to OS Map Data

Ordnance Survey has launched a web site providing
FREE and unrestricted access to a large range of
mapping and geographic information.

The OS Opendata portal allows users to download
and view maps and boundary information for the
whole country and develop online mapping
applications.

With the new availability of OS mapping data
developers can create maps to give people information
about their local area, such as which council is
responsible for fixing a particular lamp post, where
they can build public footpaths and the location of
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their nearest polling station. More details can be found
at www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/opendata
Computer Active No 317 (April 2010)

NMRS Publications

Celebrating 50 years of progress!

Reading some old NMRS newsletters I came across
how the packaging of newsletters and BMs was done
over twenty years ago.

“Hands up those who got a newsletter.
Next those who only got a Memoirs; now
those who 've had nowt or at least an empty
envelope. Hopefully there is someone with a
smug look and a full set.”

It goes on, “We bought some envelopes
with ‘proper’ stick. Once the flap was stuck,
it stayed stuck; the only snag was the time
taken holding it down until then. In the first
hour I'd done nearly twenty, only another
four hundred and thirty to go!

Plan B was unveiled. Lick flap ... stick
down ... drop onto floor ... stand on it with
foot. Lick ... stick ... drop ... under other foot.
lick ... stick ... hold .... Have you ever tried
Jfolding a newsletter and putting it together
with the Memoirs into an envelope one
handed? Not easy I can assure you. The
outcome was to send them out unsealed and
hope for the best”

2010 some progress has been made and this is
how it is done now!

* Clear large coffee table of yesterday’s

detritus, mostly the Daily Telegraph,
Sudoku sheets and any floating post
waiting for a home.

Label envelope, pass contents to go in -
book, newsletter. forms etc to Rex.

* He folds, stuffs and sticks, dropping the
adhesive cover strips on the floor.

Drop envelope on floor

Coffee breaks when backs begin to ache
Appropriate stamps stuck and licked-urg
Put in PO mailing sacks

Paper strips collected off floor and place
in fire for burning that evening.

When car full take to sorting office.

Job done - for this time.

* A glass of wine as a reward!

* % % % %

¥ %

Barbara Sutcliffe

Whenever I send out a newsletter (like this one) same
routine except it’s Gillian not Rex and they sell
self-adhesive stamps at my PO - saves on the licking!

Editor
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LIBRARY NEWS

Thank you for recent donations to the library. Ray
Fairbairn has donated “Thalers and Technology”, an
article from Seaby Coin and Medal Bulletin about
mining scenes on coins. Les Tyson has donated
“Mining in a Medieval Landscape: The Royal Silver
Mines of the Tamar Valley” by Stephen Rippon, Peter
Claughton and Chris Smart. Barbara Sutcliffe has
donated “Down to Earth” issues 69 and 70, The
American Geological Institute's “Dictionary of
Geological Terms”, and two Wartime Pamphlets from
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research
on “Determination of Tin” and “Glauconite Sands of
Bracklesham Beds, London Basin”.

Sallie Bassham

Publications News

Thank you to Lynne Mayers for donating some
more NMRS Publications back to us. This is really
appreciated and the society is most grateful. If you are
like me, late with “Spring Cleaning” and you come
across some NMRS Publications you no longer need,
please consider donating them back to us. Perhaps
you have some gathering dust somewhere or your
book shelves are getting crowded.

I still have some new signed copies of Mashamshire
Collieries available at £12 each. Also available are a
few new copies of BM65, Allendale, Tynedale &
Derwent Lead Mines which have a small nick at the
bottom of the spine so instead of being £10 these are
now £7. Also available as good second hand copies
are BM 62 Miners & Farmers at £3, BM 64 Coal
Mines around Accrington & Blackburn at £6 and
BMBSI1 at £6. Normal discounts apply in all instances.

Either phone 01282 614615 or e-mail Barbara at
mansemins@btopenworld.com with your require-
ments and [ will mail them to you enclosing an invoice
for payment.

Thank you to those of you who attended the AGM
and who purchased some more damaged copies of our
publications.

Barbara Sutcliffe
May Madness- A special Offer

We are being very generous in this, our 50th
Anniversay year. Any member, placing an order in the
month of May, including specials mentioned
elsewhere in this issue, will receive a FREE copy of
BM66 "Adventures in Coal".

This monograph documents the family of Henry
Briggs and their coal mining concern and associated
businesses between Pontefract and Leeds. Order from
Barbara by email mansemins@btopenworld.com or
on 01282 614615
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Beldi Hill Meet
Saturday, April 10th, 2010

Two groups met at Keld car park in fine spring
weather. One enjoyed a challenging underground visit
to Swinnergill. The other had permission to visit the
Low Level dressing floor and was very fortunate to
be joined by Lawrence Barker who was responsible
for the survey and restoration work carried out there
in the early 1980s. It was a real pleasure to have
Lawrence describe how the site looked before the
rubble was cleared and explain how the ore was moved
down the steep hillside through the various dressing
processes. He remembered problems with restoration
when shale beds behind a wall started to move and
work on that wall had to be done very quickly. This
seems to confirm the theory that various features, such
as the “wash kilns” were built much higher than their
dressing function required because they were also
needed to hold back the ground behind.

We returned to the main track, noted Landy Level,
and visited Beldi Hill smelt mill. We examined the
flue and hypothesised about the various features at the
mill itself. Two resting walkers listened to our
conversation with interest, but a large group were
eating lunch and showing neither interest in, nor
appreciation of, their surroundings. Having reprised
the story of Parkes Level as described in Mike Gill’s
book ‘Swaledale: its Mines and Smelt Mills’, we
reminisced on Crackpot Hall’s former glories, became
building detectives at the smithy and looked at
Crackpot Hall Level, its bouse teems and crushing
mill. Walking along a leat brought us to Jammy
Milner’s level. This has been cleared within the last
few days and access is now easier —unlike Watty/Katy
Will Level which is over a foot deep in water.

A brief look at the hush was enough, but Raistrick’s
account of the hush reservoirs and the necessary
signalling system was explained. A fine level in the
limestone above New Level was explored. Quite short,
with clear short marks, it was dry, wide, high and
showed no sign of a vein. On a hot day, refreshments
at Rukin’s in Keld were much appreciated. My thanks
to all for a very enjoyable meet and for all their
theories and contributions to the various discussions
about What? How? and Why?

Sallic Bassham
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Mining in Germany
The New Statesman of 3 August 2009 had an almost
full-page article on coal mining in eastern Germany.
Low-grade brown coal has been mined here for many
years. Lignite was a GDR staple and modern Germany
1s still the world’s largest producer of the fuel. Some
villages re-locate as open-cast mining expands: others
stay and endure the noise and dust because of the
promise of future tourism, water sports and service
industry developments. Already, some of eastern
Germany’s old opencast mines have been turned into
new lakes with beaches and wooded areas around them.
At Lichterfield, the residents bought a large, F60,
excavator and it is now a major tourist attraction with
day-time tours of the structure and night-time son et
lumieres displays. However, there have also been
landslips. Three people died in one at Nachterstedt
where an area the size of six football pitches slid into
old mine workings. Some villages are relocated, while
others stay put and not only benefit from the mining
jobs now, but also wait for the tourist benefits to come.
Sallie Bassham

An Alston Man in Greece in the
1850s

Ever since I could remember 1 was attracted to a
little book in my father’s bookshelf. It was different
to the others. For a start its brown cloth cover was
stamped on the front with a mysterious “Eight Years
in Thessaly”, which expanded inside on the title page
to read “Eight Years’ Residence of an Englishman in
the Ottoman Empire; more particularly descriptive of
the mountainous districts, and the manners and cus-
toms of the people of Thessaly in European Turkey”.
It appeared to be by someone called “H.Y.”, and had
been published in Newcastle in 1871. The inside front
cover was inscribed with William Yeats, Wylam, and
since this was the name of my great-grandfather and
Wylam was where he lived, I was pretty sure that
H.Y. must have been a member of the Yeats family.

Eight Years in Thessaly is an account by a man who
travels to the Pelion peninsula of Thessaly in 1855
and spends eight years there, working for an anony-
mous Company engaged in the production of lead.
Pelion is on the Aegean side of the Greek mainland,
roughly halfway between Thessalonika and Athens.

The peninsula is mountainous, and even today is
heavily forested, particularly on the Aegean side.
Thessaly was then part of the Ottoman Empire,
though the Turks seem to have left the local inhabit-
ants to their own devices much of the time. There are
various descriptions of the antics of bandits, some
quite gruesome. In the opening chapter H.Y. describes
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his journey there in the form of a diary, and subse-
quent chapters are devoted to the natural world and
the social customs of the people. There is not a great
deal about the mining operation, though H.Y. refers
to the smelting works. He also mentions some of his
colleagues by name (the cashier for the company,
Charles Lafontine Esq.; Mr Thomas Stobbs, who later
resided at the High Felling; Mr J. Barnes, who died in
Thessaly in 1856; Mr Alfred Barkas, who worked for
an Ottoman bank in Smyrna;) and the numbers of
miners employed and what their nationalities were.
He does not say how the ore was transported out of
the area.

About twenty years ago [ began to do some research
on H.Y. and found that Henry Yeats, my great-great-
great-uncle, born in Alston in 1806, fitted the bill.
This was confirmed when Newcastle Library sent me
a photocopy of the title page of the copy in their
possession on which is written in ink, “Rev. Henry
Yeats, Newcastle”. And the “Rev.” also fits, because
he is clearly a committed Christian, describing him-
self as a dissenter.

Henry Yeats married Elizabeth Craig from White-
haven, and by the 1841 census the family was living
in Villa Place in Newcastle, though Henry was ab-
sent. In 1851, they were in Stanhope. He died in 1878
in Newcastle. So far, I’ve not been able to discover
anything further. '

In September 2009, my partner Robin and I finally
made it to Pelion. Like Henry, we arrived in Volos,
but by aeroplane, via Skiathos, after a journey of a
few hours, unlike Henry who had arrived on a Turk-
ish man’o’war, which he’d boarded in Thessalonika,
after a journey of several weeks from Liverpool. We
had large-scale walking maps of the area (1:25000)
and tried to work out where Henry’s mines were from
his descriptions. But in the end it was the people who
we were able to make contact with who helped us.

These included Stavroula, an English teacher living
in the village where Henry had lived. We gave her a
photocopy of the book and she was delighted that she
could tell her pupils about the Englishman who had
lived in the village a hundred and fifty years previous-
ly. She and her husband took us to the site of a lead
mine not mentioned by Henry, which may not have
been in operation when he was there. This one had
been worked by monks, who lived in a nearby mon-
astery. The monastery is now deserted and half-ru-
med, though the church is still used occasionally.
Here there had been a series of buckets like a pater-
noster lift which took the extracted ore down to the
sea at Horefto, but it had all been washed away in
massive floods in 1912.

We also met the foremost local historian, Mr Kostas
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