











Sallie made a brief announcement at 12.45pm, "The
Honorary Treasurer is on his way; we will start with
television !"

There was no dissent and we enjoyed exploring a
mine in Teesdale, which Tony Fretwell had complet-
ed 22 years ago ... but you would not have known. It
was done well, with careful and adequate illumina-
tion, and the commentary was unpretentious, but
provided good explanations as and when required. As
the credits rolled, Tim Cook arrived from Banbury
(South of England !) and our President took the chair
for the formal part of the meeting.

We approved the minutes of the AGM, we tussled
with the matters arising, we heard about the website,
the Treasurer broke the bad news with warm humour
and cold facts and we agreed to increase the subscrip-
tions. Publications in the editor's pipeline and books
in Barbara's sales window are doing well, and in a
touching ceremony (unrecorded by camera), David
Neal presented the President with "passwords" in two
sealed envelopes. Some of us debated the merits of
digitising valuable material, and with justification,
David asked for volunteers to relieve him of two jobs,
"Take your pick," he said, "Newsletter 7 Web-site ?
Membership ?"

Sallie praised her colleagues and summarised a new
code for reporting malpractices on Grassington Moor.
We all clapped our hands to show approval ... and
blue skies and sunshine replaced the rain as we treat-
ed ourselves to a tea break and another chunk of cake.

But there was more. Malcolm Street presented new
and original research on Greenhow Hill - where did
the miners come from and why? With confidence, he
presented his research by projecting family trees of
specific miners and extrapolating their relationships,
but he could only speculate on why they had travelled
great distances to work in the mine. "Would you like
to see some pictures,” he asked, explaining he had
adopted a new approach with a digital camera. The
plan was so simple it was inspired; he took an image
every fifty to seventy metres in a tour throughout the
workings. His lighting requirements were modest and
he was able to check the pre-view screen before
moving to his next shot. "Better than waiting ten days
for duff results," said Malcolm.

The session ended. The President thanked everyone
for the success of our Autumn meeting ... and Tim
Cook faced another five hours of driving through a
clogged-up M6 motorway.

Ron Callender
(three hours of clogged up motorway)
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Library News

Thank you to Alan Hawkins for a copy of “Electric
Winders: A Manual on the Design, Construction,
Application and Operations of Winding Engines and
Mine Hoists (now I understand better how the conical
drum at Ecton worked); to Ray Fairbairn for a copy
of “Lead Mines in the Manor of Kinniside” by T.M.
Banks, C. Nichol and D.G. Bridge, from the Transac-
tions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquar-
ian and Archaeological Society XCIV, 1994; to Mike
Gill for the Colliery Guardian’s “Guide to the Coal-
fields” for 1964 and 1967 and to Barbara Sutcliffe for
“Down to Earth” Issue 68. Finally, to David Neal for
two large volumes of American Institute of Mining
Engineers papers and Dennis’ Metallurgy of the Non-
ferrous Metals.

I bought a copy of CATMHS The Mine Explorer
Volume 6; it is an excellent read — See Mike Gill’s
review in the August Newsletter. So I have ordered a
copy for the library and taken the opportunity to buy
the back copies missing from the library. We now
have all six volumes of The Mine Explorer.

Sallie Bassham

Subscriptions for 2010

These become due from the 1st January and enclosed
is your Renewal Form. This only needs checking for
your name and address details together with an email
address if you wish to be included with occasional
mail outs from the Society.

The case for a subscription increase of £2.00, the
first for 15 years, was made by Tim Cook our
Treasurer in the August Newsletter. At the Annual
General Meeting the Treasurer’s proposal was
accepted by a majority vote, there being no dissenters.

You will also find a Bank Standing Order Form for
those of you who wish to pay their subs this way. Just
complete your name and address details, the date of
the first payment and the amount to pay. Hand or send
this part to your bank ensuring they include the
reference shown. The same applies if you manage
your account on line - please include your reference
otherwise we will not know who has paid!

Once this has been done you will never have to
remember to pay your subs, write a cheque or buy a
stamp again. Those of you who currently pay by STO
will need to give your bank new instructions because
of the increase. Please use the new form to include the
reference. Thank you.

David R Neal
Membership Secretary
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2010 AGM

Next year’s AGM will be held on Saturday 6 March
at the Village Institute in Gisburn. There will be more
details in the next Newsletter and a booking form.

Gisburn has been chosen in response to requests to
“Go West”. It is situated at the junction of the A59
(Skipton/Clitheroe) and A682 (Burnley/Long Preston)
roads. Coming along the AS9, turn south at the west
end of Gisburn, drive along the A682 for a few yards
and turn left into a car park. Coming north from
Burnley, the Village Institute is on your right before
you get to the T-junction.

As well as the road-side car park, there is also space
for a few cars at the back of the Institute where the
main door is.

Sallie Bassham

Proposed change to the Constitution

At present, the first sentence of paragraph 13 of the
Constitution reads "The Society Officers shall be a
President, two Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer,
Editor, Recorder, Librarian and Public Relations
Officer." I propose that this be changed to:-

"The Society Officers shall be a President,
two Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer,
Editor, Recorder, Librarian,

Public Relations Officer
and up to three other Committee members."”

I hope that this extra flexibility will encourage
people to join the Committee without having to
commit themselves to a specific post.

Sallie Bassham

Committee Nominations for 2010
Please find attached, amongst everything else, the
form for Committee Nominations 2010 that needs to
be sent to the Honorary Secretary at least 28 days
before the AGM which is on the 6th March, 2010.
This is the current Committee:-
President Sallie Bassham
Vice President Barbara Sutcliffe
Junior Vice President Vacant
Treasurer Tim Cook
Secretary Ron Callender
Editor Richard Smith
Recorder Mike Gill
Librarian Sallie Bassham
PRO (Newsletter Editor) L'ynne Johnson

Co-opted (Non Committee)
Membership Secretary David Neal
Website Administrator David Neal
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Meets for 2010

Thank you to everyone who has agreed to lead a
meet next year. There will be details of times and
meeting venues on the Meets/Membership Card and
in next year’s Newsletters.

Saturday, 10 April Beldi Hill.

If we can get permission, we will visit Plate level
and the dressing floors; otherwise we will visit Landy
level and New level (if people want to go under-
ground) or the smelt mill and the workings behind
Crackpot Hall (if people prefer a surface walk). This
will be similar to the 2000 meet at Beldi Hill

Wednesday, 12 May Boulby Potash Mine.

Thank you to Neil Rowley for offering the chance
to go down this working mine. There is a upper limit
of 8 people; but a reserve list will be held and a second
date booked if there is enough demand. Please let
Sallie know soon if you want to come, so that the
necessary details can be arranged with Boulby mine.
sbassham(@nildram.co.uk or 015 2424 1851

-Saturday, 22 May Skelton Park Pit.

Thank you to Chris Twigg and Simon Chapman for
organising this. We will see a combined winding/
pumping house which had a twin cylinder horizontal
winder, a Schiel fan house, an 1880s engine house
which is still roofed, workshops, provender house for
horse feed and much more — see the next Newsletter
for a more detailed description. Please let Chris Twigg
(chris.twigg@ntlworld.com) or 01642 408640 know
if you are coming.

Saturday 12 June Coniston Copper Mines.

Thank you to Peter Fleming for agreeing to lead a
combined underground and surface meet at Coniston.

A harness or web belt and cow tails will be needed;
so please let Peter know well in advance if you don’t
have these, as he has some spares. He can also lend a
hard hat and light to anyone who doesn’t have these.

Underground insurance is essential; but Peter can
arrange for day membership of CATMHS if you don’t
have it.

Please give Peter plenty of notice if you want to
come, so he can make all the arrangements

July Gambleside and other East Lancs Coal Mines.
Thank you to Clive Seal for agreeing to lead this.
The date and more details will be in a future Newsletter.

August Rampgill Level, Nenthead.

Thank you to Paul Dollery for volunteering to lead
this meet. A famous level — if you are new to the
Society, this is an easy underground trip with many
fascinating features and not to be missed.

The date and more details will be in a future 1ssue of
the Newsletter.
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NMRS Publication News

Thank you to Lynne Mayers and Dr Stephen
Moreton who have donated previous NMRS publica-
tions back to us for recycling to our members. These
have now been re-sold and the money added to our
coffers. This gesture is much appreciated and anyone
else prepared to offer their old publications back to
us, either now, or in the future please get in touch
with me. We are prepared to help with carriage costs
if necessary.

At the moment [ have the following good second-
hand copies available with normal member's dis-
counts available but please either telephone first on
01282 614615 or better still you can e-mail me on
mansemins@btopenworld.com to ascertain availa-
bility before sending on any cheque made payable to
NMRS. Thank you.

BM35 Goginan Mines £5
BM38 History of the Manor & Lead Mines of
Marrick, Swaledale o0.0.p. £9
BM43 Memoirs now o0.0.p £10
BM50 Memoirs now 0.0.p. £10
BMS51 The Grinton Mines £5
BMS52 Great Orme Mines 0.0.p new copy £12
BM53 The Arkengarthdale Mines £6
BMS54 Lead Mine Waggons £4
BMS58 Coal Mines of East lancs £6
BMS57 Memoirs now o0.0.p £10
BM59 Memoirs £5
BM61 Memoirs now o0.0.p £10

I also have some NEW signed copies of Masham-
shire Collieries available at £12.00 each

Barbara Sutcliffe
NMRS Publications
The Old Manse, 93 Halifax Rd.,

Nelson, Lancs.
BB9 OEQ

NAMHO News

Following interviews in October, NAMHO is
delighted to announce that Phil Newman has accepted
the post of Project Officer to work on the Research
Framework for the Archaeology of English Extractive
Industries — see previous Newsletters for details about
the work. Phil comes with excellent qualifications and
wide, relevant experience; he will start work in
November. Part of his job is organising regional
seminars in 2010, so that local mining history groups
and individuals will have the opportunity to make an
input to the Research Framework. Seminar details will
be published as soon as they are known.

This year was the thirtieth anniversary of the
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formation of NAMHO (NMRS was a founder
member). There was a special colour edition of the
NAMHO Newsletter. Most of its news is from South
West England, but there is information about new
mining archives for the North East — mostly coal
mines. The Durham Mining Museum 1is at
www.dmm.org.uk and the North East England Mining
Archive and Research Centre is at www.neemarc.com
and has a physical presence at the University of
Sunderland’s Murray Library.

Sallie Bassham

Friends of Killhope

The Friends of Killhope have just produced their
seventy-fourth Newsletter. Its interesting articles include
one by Angus Oliver on Water Engines: early examples
were used at Allenheads and at Allendale.

There is also an interesting article by Ray Fairbairn on
Wolsey and lead smelting and on Thomas Cromwell and
the decline of the lead industry. Standard history texts
seem to have missed these links.

Wolsey, as Bishop of Durham, wanted to increase his
income from lead by reducing the smelting costs. He and
Cromwell initiated smelting using coal instead of timber.
Much money was spent on building and developing a
furnace house at Gateshead. Sufficient lead ore was
provided to make forty fothers of lead; but the whole
scheme was an expensive failure. One problem was that
the furnace would not hold the metal which ran out on
every side.

Before monastery buildings were destroyed, the
amount of lead was estimated. So much lead was gained
that the market was flooded, the price of lead dropped
and it became uneconomical to mine lead ore.

Perhaps some mines that were reported to be nearly
exhausted, simply could not operate at a profit at this
time.

Sallie Bassham

Bill’s a guiding light when it comes

to passing on history of the mines
When visiting Cornwall we always purchase a copy of
"The Cornishman" and in September were pleased to see
the above headlines. The Bill referred to is Bill Lakin,
one of our members. In 1994 after retiring from teaching
he and his wife moved to Pendeen. There he became
involved with Geevor Mine, working as a guide showing
visitors round. In 2000 Bill became a trustee and chair
of the registered charity Pendeen Comunity Heritage.
Since 2001 he has been working full-time in a voluntary
capacitiy both as chair and chief executive. The article
went on to say that in November Bill will be 65 when
he will relinquish his day to day work on the site, now
much improved, though he hopes to remain as trustee.
His wife, too, has been involved in a voluntary capacity.
It is so good to hear of people giving so much to others
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