


signing this statement you enable the
Society to claim back from the Inland
Revenue an amount equivalent to the
income tax you paid on your subscription.
We recently received a cheque for £1537
from the Inland Revenue relating to Gift
Aid payments last year so by signing the
Gift Aid declaration you can make a big
difference to the Society’s income. It does
not matter if you sign a new one each
year; what matters is that we have at
least one signed and you continue to pay
tax.

Finally, it would be most helpful to me if
you would complete and return the
renewal form as soon as possible. I will
then process them all in January and your
membership card will be posted to you in
February together with the next
Newsletter.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

Alan Mills

Honorary Treasurer

Librarian’s Report

Once again my delight has been
postman’s burden: nine heavy boxes of
books, reparts and journals have been
donated to the library - our grateful thanks
to Barry Job. These items are gradually
being added to the Library List, but they
are not on the paper copy so please email
me if you want the most up-to-date
version. The new material includes
Nationa! Coal Board Reports and several
volumes of The Mining Engineer. There
are books on geology and on fossils, and
additional volumes from the British
Regional Geology series to add to our
library.

My personal favourites include, firstly,
studies on shovelling and tips (because
they have lots of formulae and graphs).
Secondly, it is good to have more of the
Shropshire Caving and Mining Club Annual
Journals - these are publications which
are valuable for people like me who do
not live near Shropshire and who need
the practical information when visiting the
area or have the pleasure of arm-chair
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reading otherwise. Thirdly I have enjoyed
reading nine issues of “"Bands and
Banners”. These are about the Durham
coalfield and were published in 1999 and
2000.

There are articles about current matters
such as water in old deep mines,
reminiscences of former miners and
photographs of the Durham Miners Gala;
but, for me, the most interesting material
is that on Miners’ banners. Having seen
some of these in their communities, hung
in churches, chapels and village halls, I am
delighted to hear of more banners being
valued and restored, or replica banners
being made.

Sallie Bassham
sbassham@nildram.co.uk

Autumn General Meeting - 14t
October 2006. Miner’'s Arms,
Greenhow Hill

27 members, also one member’s son,
attended the Autumn Meeting. After
arriving at the Pub, it was a bit of a
surprise to find that there was a notice
on the front door announcing that it had
closed down! But it also stated that it was
opening for NMRS attendees only.

After a ‘full and robust’ society meeting,
a free buffet lunch was enjoyed by ali the
members.

6 short talks were presented to the
members. They were as follows :-

1. Chopwood Kilns by Janis Hewerd
- her dissertation from the
Department of Archaeological
Sciences of Bradford University.

2. Exploitation of the Weardale Iron
deposits by Bill Heyes.

3. Pateley Bridge Quarry
Archaeological Mitigations, also
covering medieval Greenhow and
the dig at Gin Shaft, Burhill and
Lollyscar mine Nidderdale by Martin
Roe.

4. Mining on Greenhow Hill by Shirley
Everett.

5. Summerley Colliery Beehive Coke
Ovens, Nr Dronfield, Sheffield by
John Hunter.
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6. Bale Smelting - A summary of the
NMRS Dales Study Project by
Richard Smith.

MEMBER’S CONTRIBUTIONS

Mining Information - Can anyone
help?

Talybont Mine and Henry Newmarch.
(pronounced “Newmark”)

Does anyone have any information on
Henry Whitehurst Newmarch, 1849 to
1911? All I know is that he was a
northerner who moved to Talybont Nr
Aberystwyth in 1910 and was there
instrumental in running Talybont Lead
Mines Ltd on behalf of London investors
until he died the following year. He is
buried in the "New” Talybont cemetery. I
desperately need information for a book
that I am writing. I am also extremely
interested in any documentation, share
certificates, letters or whatever relative
to mining operations at Talybont.

The background to this is of some
interest. In July 2005 a group of friends
from Welsh Mines Society and myself
were successful in reaching the Talybont
Deep Adit after finishing a vertical dig of
about 75 feet deep in the bottom of a
shaft. The current descent is by means
of concrete/made up steps and fixed
ladders, following 60 and 25 foot abseils,
The entrance to the deep adit was buried
in 1948 and now lies beneath a private
garden. It was originally driven from the
centre of the village in 1839 by the
Flintshire Smelting Company of Eyton and
Williamson, and cuts both of the two main
mineral lodes crossing the Altycrib Hill. At
the end of the drive, a winze was sunk
by a later company. This was pumped by
a power train running through the adit.
The angle bob and adjacent horse whim
chamber, complete with remains of the
whim, are there to be seen today.

This whim is of the standard timber
construction unlike the Vieille Montagne
whim in the Scaleburn Mine at Nenthead,
it does however have some ironwork in
the form of a sort of collar for the horse.
A second dig is currently in progress in an
attempt to reach other workings.
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The history of this mine is of considerable
interest, having the involvement of many
notable characters including the ubiquitous
Francis brothers, Sir Hugh Myddelton,
Thomas Bushell, the notorious swindler
Joseph Fell, and many others. My
researches to date have discovered many
previously unknown twists and turns. The
book itself will take a completely new
approach teilling the whole story of the
mine from Bronze Age up to and including
the modern explorers and our own digging
project, which wasn’t without incident,
The book will also include full computer
simulations of mining scenes in the mid
nineteenth century which will appear as if
a colour photograph taken on a modern
camera. Talybont Mine 1872 against the
foreground of the Black Lion Inn, horse
whim chamber 1850, and underground
steam engine at Western Engine Shaft
circa 1872

There is more than one way to “break
new ground”!

Roy Fellows
Greengables
Stafford Road
Great Wyrley
Walsall

WS6 6AX

01922 491650
roy@iriscom.co.uk

St Aidan’s Dragline Open Day - 9th
and 10th September 2006.

Quite a few families and individuals turned
up for these very well organised Open
Days. It was a perfect weekend to visit
the giant walking dragline, as the weather
was hot, dry and sunny. The dragline
known as ‘Oddball’ is situated in a pleasant
location. It overlooks the disused
opencast mine site which has now been
partially filled and grassed over with a
large lake in the middle of it.

The B-E 1150-B walking dragline is truly
immense in size, weighing in at 1200 tons,
a boom length of 215 ft, and a bucket
capacity of 19 cu.yd.

Sadly, it will be never move or work again.
But when it was operating, it could dig
from 140 ft depth and dump the waste
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Bryngwyn Colliery Engine House

The surviving remains of the building,
formerly housing an inverted Cornish type
engine, near Bedwas in South Wales are
to be conserved by the developer of the
adjoining housing estate, Charles Church
Homes. This is a favourable conclusion
to a drawn out battle to save the
structure from demolition. The late David
Bick led the battie and it should stand as
a fitting memorial to his tenacity.

Reports to NAMHO Council Meeting 11
November 2006

2006 Conference

The organisers feel that this year’s Annual
Conference, held at Llangollen in June was
very much a success. It is difficult to be
precise about numbers but there were
around 200 participants over the weekend
with approximately half at lectures and
half on field trips at any one time.

We have had many notes of thanks and
comments on how good the event was.
Possibly surprising was the favourable
comments from the venues - the Royal
Pavilion, the Hand Hotel (used for the
Dinner and Sunday night get-together)
and the camp sites used by many. I am
guilty of not passing on these thanks, until
recently, to other clubs who helped (and
I have still do not have contact details for
Grosvenor CC). The only obvious
negative aspect was the apparent theft
of some rare bottles during one of the
_trips to Williamson’s Tunnels.

Events during the following week were
reasonably well attended; particularly on
the Monday and Tuesday.

Financially, with the numbers attending,
a good surpius was made. This is currently
~ £2,000 but we anticipate using a large
part of this to publish proceedings of the
Conference and to provide copies free to
all who participated. Any remaining
surplus will probably be split between the
clubs who helped to stage the event but
we will also consider using this to support
a 'mining project’ in the Llangollen area.

There were surprises and lessons to learn
and these are noted for the benefit of
future organisers:
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1. Friday afternoon events were much
better attended than expected.

2. It would have been better had we
reduced the amount of formal activity on
the Friday night and had the venue for

- longer - participants want the opportunity

to meet and talk informaily, particularly
at the start of the event.

3. Surface field trips were generally poorly
attended and we had to cancel some.
4. There is clear interest in extending the
weekend activities ~ many stayed for the
Monday and Tuesday. It would have been
good if the most attractive underground
trips could have been re-run mid-week.
5. It would have been better had we been
able to recommend one camp site (the
one most used suited our purposes well
but had recently changed hands and we
had no opportunity to vet it before the
event).

BCA Insurance

Many NAMHO member clubs are only
really interested in the insurance provided
by British Caving Association membership
and I will mainly comment on this,
however, member clubs should be aware
that BCA has money to spend (e.g. on
gating* or training). I have supported
moves to make it more clear that money
is available but past experience of
bureaucracy and current poor understand
of what is available (even amongst BCA
officers) can make this difficult.

* BCA gave a significant grant recently to
the Council of Southern Caving Clubs for
mine shaft capping in the Mendips.

Probably the most important item to note
about BCA membership and insurance is
that, unless there are major changes, the
fees will remain the same in 2007 as they
were in 2006. There were major
problems with the organisation of
membership in 2006 but these probiems
have been understood and addressed -
there is a new membership secretary in
place and club secretaries should already
be seeing a more pro-active approach.

Lots of questions are asked about BCA
insurance that shows a lot of
misunderstanding and due to the past
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Peendeen Community Heritage
Good news for Geevor

Bill Lakin has contacted me to point out
that the Project completion date is
September 2008. Unfortunately, my
copy of the NAMHO newsletter had
omitted to include the year in the article.
He say’s “The completion date is
September 08 which will allow time for a
nervous breakdown as well as all the
work. We still do discounted admission
for NMRS members!”

Article in IA Review

Congratulations to Martin Roe on the
publication of his article in this month’s
IA Review. The title is "Recording Mining
Landscapes in the Yorkshire Dales: The
contribution of the Northern Mine
Research Society”. Most of the article is
about Martin’s research work but he
kindly pays tribute to the contributions
made by others like Mike Gill and Mike
Dickinson.

2007 Joint PDHMS / NMRS

FIELD MEET

On Saturday May 12™ 2007. The cost is
£10 per person including lunch. The venue
will take place at Magpie Mine in the Peak
District (Map Reference SK 174682), and
from 09.30 onwards during which time,
tea / coffee will be available. We will have
the use of mini buses for the day, and
cars can be left at Magpie Mine with
security staff in attendance.

At 10.30 am prompt - we will leave for
High Rake site (SK 165779), where Dr.
John Barnett will give a talk and tour.

" 12.30. Return to Magpie for buffet lunch
and guided tours of the site.

14.00 pm. The buses will take us to
Winster (SK 240605), an example of a
typical mining village, around which; Dr
Lynn Willies will lead a guided tour.

16.00 pm. Return to Magpie for a ‘cuppa’
/ chat before leaving.

Details will also be on the PDHMS website
www.pdhms.com from December 1st
hopefully. Usual walking/weather gear
required. There will also be an opportunity
to join an underground trip into
Devonshire Cavern /Mine lead by Dr. John
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Barnett. It is restricted to no more than
10 people using their own transport.
Booking for this event is based on *first
come, first served’. Participants need to
bring their own underground kit, helmet

~and lamp.

MP calls for Council help over
tribute

Taken from The Bolton News - 6% Nov
2006

MP Dr Brian Iddon has called on councillors
to help fund a permanent tribute to town
celebrity Fred Dibnah. A total of £33,000
has already been donated since the Bolton
News and Bolton and District Civic Trust
faunched the Fred Dibnah Memorial
Appeal. Fred died, aged 66, two years ago
following a battle with cancer.

Civic Trust chairman, Brian Tetlow has
written to local councillors calling for Bolton
Council to give its financial backing to the
appeal.

The council has already granted planning
permission for a statue of Fred and one
of his famous traction engines to be
contained within a glass case alongside
the Hick Hargreaves engine in Oxford
Square. Bolton.

It is hoped to create a bursary in Fred’s
memory at the engineering department
of Bolton University and present a trophy
for the leading student each year.

Mr Tetlow said that a start on building the
foundations for the memorial was
imminent. Five sculptors have been
approached by the Civic Trust with a view
to quoting for the cost of a statue.

Wanted

The Gunpowder Mills of Cumbria, by Ian
Tyler - Blue Rock Publications 2002,
Please telephone Bernard Bond on 015242
41857 (answer-phone).
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Thanks to all who contributed to this newsletter. Please continue to send material
for the newsletter. Contributions can be sent by email to me. Please limit these files
to not more than 2 Mb because I am not currently on Broadband. Alternatively, you
can post contributions either as text, or on disc, all are welcome. If you require
anything returning, please ask and it will be returned to you as soon as possible. In

particular, photographs, plans and pictures are welcome as long as they can be
reproduced well in black and white.

Richard Platt, 40 Solent Drive, Darcy Lever, Boiton. BL3 1RN

richardp.darcy@tiscali.co.uk

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of its correspondents and
are not necessarily agreed with or shared by the Northern Mine Research
Society, its Officers or the Newsletter Editor. The accuracy of statements
made in articles submitted for publication will not normally be checked by the
Newsletter Editor for validity. The responsibility for the contents of articles
submitted by individual members, or groups, remains with the authors and
cannot be accepted by the Society, its Officers or the Newsletter Editor.

Visit our Website www.nmrs.co.uk

Data Protection Act

Members are reminded that the NMRS maintains a list of their names and
addresses solely for the purpose of printing labels for membership cards and
posting newsletters and publications. Such details are deleted from the
database for any member who leaves the society, either after the committee
has been notified or after it has been determined that an overdue subscription
has not been paid for several months.

The Northern Mines Research Society is a
Registered Charity.
Its number is 326704
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