


future publications to try to avoid making
early reprint orders. Owing to continued
demand for the out-of-print publication
BM46 (The Grassington Mines), the
committee has also decided to order a
reprint of this volume later in the year.
Stocks of several other British Mining
volumes are running low and there is no
guarantee that any of these will be
reprinted. Members are therefore advised
to order any volumes they would like to
have “while stocks last..” . For a list of
available publications, refer to the back
pages of the most recent publications,
although some of these editions have
since sold out. Please note, however, that
3 copies of BM48 (Memoirs 1993) turned
up during the move. Labels on the back
of these books show a price of £7.50, if
anybody is interested. The usual
members’ discounts apply of course.

At the time of writing (this newsletter
article), the preparation of the next
Society monograph - BM79, Cape
Cornwall Mine, is at an advanced stage,
however the exact delivery date for the
printed copies has not been finalised and
if your copy is not included with this
newsletter, it will be posted separately
soon afterwards.

Newsletter

Although Alison Hunter is the newsletter
editor serving on the committee, she is
ably assisted by Richard Platt who attends
to the compilation and layout of the
content etc. Alison arranges for the
printing and distribution to members.
Please continue to send news items of
interest for inclusion in future newsletters
to Richard, whose address is shown on
the back page of this newsletter.

Library
A updated version of the library list has
been produced and will be distributed to

all members, either with this newsletter
or with the next publication.
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NMRS Grants

Only one grant has been applied for and
awarded so far this year, to John Barnatt
and Terry Worthington. This is a
contribution towards the cost of carbon-
14 dating analysis of charcoal samples
from locations underground in the Peak
District where there is evidence of the use
of firesetting in pre-gunpowder mine
workings.

If any member would like to enquire about
Society grants to assist with the costs of
a mining history research project,
application forms and copies of the terms
and conditions of use can be obtained via
email (miner@aditlevel.co.uk) or by post
from:

John Hunter

3 Leebrook Drive

Owlthorpe

Sheffield

S20 6QG

British Mining - a note from the
editor

It seems quite a long time since the NMRS
AGM at the end of March this year. Few
of those attending will forget how near
the Society came to closing simply
because there were too few people to
take on the jobs which are necessary to
run the organisation. In the end, all was
saved because some of the old hands
were persuaded to stay and one or two
new people appeared. I was one of the
fatter and in many ways had a fairly free
choice of which task I wanted to do - we
really were that desperate. I decided to
take on the editorship of British Mining
simply because I felt it was too good a
publication to allow to disappear and it
would be easier to do from the Deep
South than some of the other tasks. John
Hunter moved over to become President
of the Society and has since been a tower
of strength in passing on advice and
information on British Mining. During his
term as editor, John has brought about
several changes in the journal, the most
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obvious being the change to ‘full frontal’
pictures on the cover and I take this
opportunity to thank him for all the good
work he has done.

I have always felt that British Mining was
one of the things which the Society did
well and it has certainly helped in bringing
in funds to enable other aspects of mining
research to be carried out by the
members. This year there will be a bit of
a hiatus while responsibilities are handed
over and also because there has been a
temporary shortage in the number of
monographs coming forward. However,
just as the monsoon follows the drought,
there are three monographs in a fairly
advanced state, so it's going to be a busy
time over the next few months fitting it
all in with the day job. The new
monographs relate literally to the three
corners of the British Isles: Pete Joseph
has an account of the Cape Cornwall mine
in the SW of England, Ron Callender writes
on the Baille an’ Or mine in Scotland and
Nigel Chapman on the Van Mines of
Central Wales. Although they are
somewhat outside my own area of
interest, I have found the manuscripts to
be a good read, without exception and
look forward to bringing these into print
later on in 2006 and early next year. In
addition, over half of the manuscripts for
the 2006 Memoirs have arrived and the
rest have been promised. In the longer
term, there are several authors working
on monographs and one or two reprints
of older publications, with considerable
additions and revisions planned. Life looks
as if it is going to be fairly busy over the
next twelve months.

British Mining has developed from a
specialist caving journal to the
professional standard which we have
today thanks to the authors, editors and
helpers who have contributed over the
years. It relies completely on research by
members and will always do so. If you
haven’t published a paper before or are
unsure if you have something of interest
then ‘talk to the editor’ and iet's take a
look. Although the mainstay of British
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Mining has tended to be potted histories
of mines, there have been other subjects
which have added to the variety of topics
and interest. Subjects as diverse as
smelting and processing technology,
sociology, community history, mortality
studies, photographic subjects, mining
other than coal or metals, ancient mines,
woodland management, landscape
studies, pollution effects and survey/
examination techniques all come to mind.
If you have something, however short,
then let’s take a look.

In conclusion, I am certainly looking
forward to the job and the contact it will
bring with members of the Society and
with their interests. If there are any
comments you have on British Mining
then the newsletter editor, Richard Platt
will be pleased to include them in these
pages and I look forward to hearing them.

In the meantime, if you have any items
for inclusion in British Mining then I am:

Richard Smith,

New House, Spring Lane,
Cold Ash, Newbury,
Berkshire. RG18 9PL.

email: rsmithe@mmm.com
Home: 01635 861374
Mobile: 07785 508013

Librarian’s Report

The library has recently acquired “The
Great Orme Copper Mines” by Don Smith
and “The Brimpts Tin Mines Dartmeet” by
Roger Bird and Peter Hirst. Quite some
time ago, I promised to write about
“Copper Mountain” by John Rowlands;
and the generous donor, Tony Fretwell
must have long despaired that I would
keep my promise.

“Copper Mountain” is a reprint of the
1966 original (described as an update of
the 1833 “History of the Isle of Mona”)
and is a definitive work on Anglesey
mining. Rowlands has used the Mona
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Mine Manuscripts to produce a carefully
researched and very readable book. He
includes details of production figures; and
maps to illustrate lands adjoining Amlwch
Port, planned railways, Parys Mountain
and its mines. There is also a magnificent
photograph of Parys Mountain today and
reprints of colour paintings of the mines
in the eighteenth century and of some of
the characters involved in the
development of the mines.

Mention is made of evidence for Roman
mining, and of Tudor and Stuart
developments. The mining is set in the
historical context of war-time needs,
domestic uses and effects of taxation on
extraction, processing and trade.
Evidence for the alleged, unexpected,
near-surface, rich find of 2 March 1768 is
examined carefully and put into context.
This careful weighing of different strands
of evidence is a feature of the book.
Similarly, the descriptions of mining,
processing and transport of copper are
interwoven with histories of the main
characters involved. Thomas Williams, a
Welshman, was a successful land agent
before becoming business manager, legal
adviser, “the real architect of the Parys
Mine Company” and the “"uncrowned king
of the industry”. He died in 1802 and
was remembered for his generosity to
local causes as well as being “the finest
industrialist and financier which Anglesey
has ... produced”. There was some
decline in Parys Mountain mining after
Williams’ death; but things were kept
going by a Cornishman, James Treweek.
He became Managerin 1811 and was not
always popular. Perhaps because he often
had unpopular tasks to carry out: he had
to refuse work to miners, was responsible
for medical arrangements and had to
investigate thefts. He also had to deal
with strikes. The fumes destroyed
vegetation all around the processing
works and Treweek had to deal with the
angry farmers. Nevertheless, under his
shrewd management the mines
continued to show profits despite poor
prospects for the copper industry as a
whole. The smeilting problems of this time
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and various attempted solutions are
described clearly and sympathetically.
Treweek was gifted and hard-working and
his death in 1851 marked the end of an
era. No-one after him was able to halt
the decline in the industry. In addition to
the mining detail, Rowlands also writes
about medical matters (eg bal surgeons),
schools, Sunday Schools, churches and
chapels. A fascinating book which will be
of interest to those who know nothing of
copper mining or Anglesey - before they
start reading it - and also useful to
researchers. The interplay between the
mining industries of Anglesey and
Cornwall, and the men involved, will, no
doubt, also be explored by others. This
book will be a valuable resource.

Sallie Bassham

Autumn Meeting

The Autumn Meeting for 2006 will be
held on Saturday October 14% at the
Miners Arms, Greenhow Hill, near
Pateley Bridge. The committee has
decided to experiment with a slightly
different format this year’s meeting,
with the following schedule:

11.45 - 12.45 - NMRS General Meeting
13:00 - 13:45 - FREE buffet for all
members attending

14:00 - 16:00 - short presentations by
members on a mining topic, including our
guest speaker, Shirley Everett.

The business meeting will kept deliberately
short, with minutes of previous meetings
being made available in printed form for
members to read, rather than being read
out aloud. Officers’ reports will also be
brief and will focus on current Society
activity.

After the buffet there will be the usual
opportunity for members to give an
informal short talk on some current
research project that they may be
involved with or an aspect of mining
history that they think will be of interest
to others. Ideally, talks should be no
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longer than 15-20 minutes, including time
for questions. Projection equipment will
be available for showing slides and
Powerpoint displays.

At approximately 3:15 pm we will be
hoping to welcome a guest speaker -
Shirley Everett, from the Greenhow Local
History Club, who will give an illustrated
talk about Coldstones quarry, titled “Life
on the Hill”.

Hopefully we will be able to
accommodate three or four talks from
members before our guest speaker
arrives and perhaps a couple more
afterwards. Even though there will be no
charge for the buffet meal this year, a
booking form is still enclosed with this
newsletter. If you intend to come to the
meeting, will you please complete the
form and return it to address indicated
so that the committee has some idea of
the numbers to cater for. Will those
members who would like to give a
presentation please use the form to tell
us the subject of the talk and what type
of equipment you will need. Alternatively,
anybody wishing to save the cost of a
postage stamp can email this information
to John Hunter at miner@aditlevel.co.uk.

The committee is aware that some
members may wish to attend the
Society’s general meetings but are unable
to come because the locations that we
often choose are too far for them to
travel to. If any members can suggest
some alternative venues that could be
considered for future meetings, you are
welcome to use the enclosed booking to
provide us with feedback, even though
you may not be attending this time.

National Caving Conference 2006

Members may be interested in the
National Caving Conference, Hidden Earth
2006. This takes place at Leek High
School, Staffordshire, 22-24 September.
Contact bookings@hidden-earth.org.uk
or Wendy Williams 01749 679839.

C
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Members Contributions

Plans for Smelt Mill site unveiled
(taken from the Hexham Chronicle 3™
March 2006)

A new development on an historic site is
opening up the possibility of valuable jobs
and investment in the Allen Valleys. The
site of the Allen Smelt Mill, on the Banks
of the Allen near Thornley Gate, has been
in various industrial and commercial uses
since at least the 1600s. Now a local
craftsman is planning an ambitious new
development there.

Craft printer Christopher Bacon, who
moved to the village several years ago,
is planning to make the Allen Smelt Mill
site into a workshop complex and
heritage visitor attraction. At the latest
meeting of Allendale Parish Council, Mr
Bacon gave a presentation to councillors
about his plans. "When we first came to
Allendale. I was out walking one day when
I saw this great site”, explained Mr Bacon.
"I knew it had potential and last August 1
bought it; I wanted to develop the site to
encourage employment in Aiiendaie.”
Work on the 22 acre site has already
got under way. With the conversion of
an old garage into a micro-brewery and
printing works. Work on an old stable
block is also progressing fast, with a
tenant who wants to turn it into a bakery.
“We want to bring as many businesses
to the site as possibie,” said Mr Bacon.
“In phase two we hope to construct two
small workshops and to achieve charitable
status.” The site is presenting a number
of opportunities. It is listed as a historic
monument and Mr Bacon is working
alongside Allendale community group
Fawside to develop aspects of the site as
a tourist attraction.

Allen Lead Smelt Mill was operating as
early as 1692 at the site, when it was
owned by the Bacon family (no relation).
In the 18t century it was leased from Sir
William Blackett by Lancelot Aligood and
from 1786 the mill was owned by the
Beaumont Company, which carried out
improvements and extensions. The smelt
finally ended production in 1896, but it
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Thanks to all who contributed to this newsletter. Please continue to send material
for the newsletter. Contributions can be sent by email to me. Please limit these files
to not more than 2 Mb because I am not currently on Broadband. Alternatively, you
can post contributions either as text, or on disc, all are welcome. If you require
anything returning, please ask and it will be returned to you as soon as possible. In

particular, photographs, plans and pictures are welcome as long as they can be
reproduced well in black and white.

Richard Platt, 40 Solent Drive, Darcy Lever, Bolton. BL3 1RN

richardp.darcy@tiscali.co.uk

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of its correspondents and
are not necessarily agreed with or shared by the Northern Mine Research
Society, its Officers or the Newsletter Editor. The accuracy of statements
made in articles submitted for publication will not normally be checked by the
Newsletter Editor for validity. The responsibility for the contents of articles
submitted by individual members, or groups, remains with the authors and
cannot be accepted by the Society, its Officers or the Newsletter Editor.

Visit our Website www.nmrs.co.uk

Data Protection Act

Members are reminded that the NMRS maintains a list of their names and
addresses solely for the purpose of printing labels for membership cards and
posting newsletters and publications. Such details are deleted from the
database for any member who leaves the society, either after the committee
has been notified or after it has been determined that an overdue subscription
has not been paid for several months.

The Northern Mines Research Society is a
Registered Charity.
Its number is 326704
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