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NORTHERN MINE RESEARCH SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 1990

FUTURE MEETS

9th Maerch 1991 The Society Annual General Mseling and
be held at the Ascot llouse Hotel, 53 K
HG1 5HJ. Tel.0423 531005.
As in previous years the dinner will be preceded by the Annual
General Meeting which is f b iez of interecting lectures
There is a choice of mem: wh
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attached bocking form

Accomodation is available at the hotel at a specially reduced tariff
of £28.50 single or £24.50 each in a twin or double room for B & B.
If yvou reguire accomodation please make your own arrangemznts with

the proprietor, Mr.Stephen Johison.

Please give this event your supgort and come along and mset other

menmbers and have a good day out.
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1981 NAMHO As detailed in the August Hewsletter the Welzh Mines Scoiety ig
Conference hosting the 1991 NAMHO Confersnce wl s
Ffestiniog N.Wales on the 3-Gth ¥ L
cbtained by writing to Mrs \ar«arof Vernon, 78 Oalienshaw Lane
Walton, Wekefield, N.Yorig. WF2 NI

MEET REPORTS

NAMHO Alderley Fdge Mest.

»

The weekend started with brilliant sunshine and a trip down Engine Vein by
o t

area and then upto the opposite end of the vein where the excavations at Ring Shaft

thave revealed three previously unknown workings on the vain
Various geological and mineralogical points of interest were pointed out on

the way rcund. Some of the more intrepid visitors then walked over to explore the

rather “delicate" workings of Brynlow Mine while the rest enjoved the heatwave and
lunch. The afternoon was rounded off with trips down Weod and Weszt Mirne.

Sunday was slightly overcast but still warm. Again about 40 people turned up
and the morning was divided between a trip down Engine Vein or an SRT trip down
Square Shaft into the Hough Leve isitors were then invi ted to explore the latest
discoveries in the extensicn to Cobalt Mine. This is a rsc find by members of the
Derbyshire Caving Club who have opened up a complex of passages and shafts which had

(‘)
._
ot



been driven to exploit extensive deposits of cobalt, in a previously unexpected and
totally new area. Both from a geclogical and mineralogical aspect this find is of
great importance to the understanding of the area.

After lunch we were given a most informative talk on the present re-assesment
of the mineralisation and structure of the Alderley Edge Mines by Chris Carlon who
has made a lifelong study of the area. Illustrated by photographs and diagrams and
couched in laymans terms it was possible for all to understand the complex stages of
the deposition of the various minerals found on- the Edge. This talk on its own made
the weekend worthwhile.

The meet was then concluded with trips down Wood and West Mines. All in all a
well attended weekend, good weather and emjoysble for both guides and visitors
alike.

L.Tyson.

LETTERS

The Leadhills Library 1741 - 1891,

The miners’ library, now the Allan Remsay Library, at Leadhills, Lanarkshire,
was founded in November 1741, and is the cldest commumity subscription library, and
the first working class library in Britain. [t ceased to function as a library in
1866, but it was a unigue institution for it was managed by the niners themselves and
it was they who chose the books.

The circumstances of its founding are unclear. Writing of a visit to
Leadhills in 1780, John Ramsay of Ochtertyre remarked that the miners had once been
"thoughtless and dissipated”., and as part of a policy of social reform, "Mr Stirling
suggested the expediency of a library”. These views were echoed by other vigitors,
and all believed that James Stirling, agent for the Scots Mines Company, and sometime
confident of Sir Isaasc Newton, was the undoubted instigatqr of the library. All
perhaps thought the founding of such an institution could only have been by an

acknowledged litterati, and was beyond the capability of men described as
"thoughtless and dissipated”

But the first subscribers gave no credit to other
Society's Articles and Laws they armcunced;
"We, Subscribers,..agree to form curselves into a Society in order to
Purchase...Bocks for ocur Mutua i

5, and in the preface to the

rovement . L.

The Minister in Leadhills in the 1780s endorsed this statement for in his
note for the first Statistical Accou
reading and for this purpose have fitted vp a library”. This cleim received further
support in the evidence to the Children’'s Commiscion of 1842, where it was stated
that the library had been "instituted entirely by the miners themselves and wholly at
their suggestion”

mt he wrots, the miners

oloy themselves in

The Leadhills miners were always a mixture of abilitiesm and social
circumstancez. In the early eighteenth century, they were alse a mixzxture of Britons
but unlike those from elsewhere in Britain, most Scots cculd read and many could have
been regarded as cultivated. In his research on Scottish community librarisy, John
Crawford finds that, in 1737, siz Leadhills men were among the subscribers to a
Scottish edition of "Prima Media and Ultima" by Isaac Ambross, an English

presbyterian, known in his day as “the painful priest of Preston”

At the same time, the library could not have been instituted without
Stirling’'s support. The miners perhsps saw this as a response to their own
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intellectual aspirations. Stirling probably regarded the promotion of the library as
a f 1 C

eature of his programme of socis
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Although the Society’'s organisation may hove reflected Stieling’s sooial
policies, John Hemsay wrote that the members "breathet somewhat of a republican
spirit™. Howevar, tbor is ive literature or

books on radical p

tics.
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for eternity, so theology was a major subject ai There were nevertheless books on
minerals, such as qlva ~de Barba, "Scarce and Treatizes on Matals. .. " 1740,
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Friends of Cononley Mine Progress Report.

The Earby Mines Research Group consoclidated and repaired the engine house and
chimney at this mine in the 1970s. The refusal, in 1985/5, by the North Yorkshire

County Council, of planning permission to remove the dumps led to meetings botween

the sites’ owner {Chatsworih Tstato), local and county council represen =Y
mining historians. These meetings resulted in th i f the Frie of
Cononley Mine and the preparation of a scheme to it it
accessible to the public.

There are two shafts on the site and it is ap them and to
rebuild the pump rod lcbby. The latter needs a rof : dumps

I}

crushing it. When the shafts are safe, signboards wi.

around the mines’ surface featuros. ' b

workings which, being in., or close
o

which

runs under the dumps, is to be ropa chi. Thu putfall
of the mine reservoir will alsc be rep ts original
level. The latter attract: i i iends are
co—operating with natural

The Friends have ogresd the b
latter gave permission for work to st
building a fence on the boundary of f

entering the site for camping or fly-
clearing the collapsad culvert. CGff -
of a visitor leaflet and the sngnboaw

(ﬂ

The mine, at NGR SD979461, is well served by public footpaths and the owner
of the private rcad, which serves . ned i arms, is preparad to allow foot
traffic. There is no parking for vi ; to drive
onn the track. Visitors are, thoerefc vOTT€S

s

and walk to the mine.

et

The Friends are organising working weekends to tackle a wide range of tasks.
f you are interested in being inv ¢ pleaze do not be put off i 'y a
stone mason. ALL volunteer labour will be welcomed. Please contact Mike Gill on 0535
35388 for details.

BOOK REVIEWS

Mines of the Gwydyr Forest. Part 2. The Hafns
in the Gwydyr Forest. By Jo e
bibliography, &c. ISBN. 0 95147398 1
Way, Cuddington, Cheshire. CWE Z2LY,

oer L VyePrnTIy.

Society members Messrs Bennett and Vernon continue their projected seven part
o {

series with this lategt edition, with Part 23 to be issuad early in 1681,

The early ventures in Gwydyr Nant, North Wales are here descr
1009
e 7

a reiteration of the ariticle which appesau in the Socciety's 195 LIRf 23\:
this latter deals with John Royle’'s venture of 1775-1785. Reading through the bock
one gets the impression that operaticns in this part of the orefield wors attended
with pathetically small outputs, whilst in the later years of the 18th century the:z"1
were the usual crop of dubicus company flotations, some of which - iy

were orchestrated from France, of all places!



The early involvement of the Wymns, proprietors of the Gwydyr Estate, is also
interestingly featured.

That which dominates the text - as the ti uggests — is the ﬁafna Mine,
whose ruins today remain bo e road in the apart fre the
history of the mine described within these pagss axcel dAd“ipvs of the
underground workings and the remaining features Iy outs with
an interpretation of these to guide the visitor. bewarse aticns of
the Forestry Commission in these ! It dis ho 5
included a smelting plant) can be saved fro fuwth decay and mad
generations, an ‘eleventh hour’ self—imposed labhour of love by ths

If one could fault the text,
which has allowed silly mistokaos to
takenote relating to Hafua
in one thousand and
Moreover,

twenty
the most ammoying
references to whic
not to say irritating deferme
hanging in mid air
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dowever, with the interpl ations
it is perhaps not ecasy to over vvvhd
which are to follow.

That the authors have done their homework is not in doukt and their second
tome of the series is to be recommendsd to anyone with an intersst in the old minesz
of Wales.

Exploration for Metallife

by T.B.Colman. Ad. 52pp.5 X.
British Geclogical Survey,

bockshops.

This guide
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techniques are covered {stream sediment, scil sampling, biochemistry &c

factors associated with ezploration research. The latfer includes such 5 as
access, plamming controlsg, mineral rights and the location of documentation dealing

with past mining activity. As regards the latter, even MNMES gets a brief mention;
perhaps since the author is also a member thls might have some bearing on the
matter!

P P

The book contains excellent illustrations — many coloured - which show, inter

alia, areas of Britain with potential, metalliferous prospects dizcovered since 19€8,
gravity anomolies, areas investigated by the Mineral Reconnaissance Programme, gold
localities in Britain &c. There are eight pages of bibliographic date and also lists
of sources of mine plans, topozraphic maps and similar material.

’I

The academic and specialized nature of this work is roflscted in the

4.5
price of fifteen pounds, but to any mining concern which may use this Compi]atlon of
data in their investigations, this Sum is

all beor indoe

o k]
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Dichk Bird.

Minerals of the English Lake District - Caldbeck Fells., By M.D Cooper & ©.J.Stanley.
Published by the Matural History Mussum. 1E8pp. A1, Soft covers £14.85,
The main chapter {60pp) iz a " the 5 minerals reported from the

metalliferous veins of tha VaIJbeck F:
minerals is fully discussed and short ries given :

have been found, eg.1? and 30fm dumps of the Driggith Min

they are now located. About one third of the ime th t ofton dating from
¢.1800, are illustrated by magnificent colour photographs. The authors have clearly
put in a vast amount of effort to eaxamine many collections and to reconcils
conflicting information when necessary.

of the
re the minerals
and in which collection
5

"y
L

.

The main chapter on the minerals fcocllows introductery chapters on the geclogy
of the area, 8pp., the rel “tlon of the mineral deposits ts the geclogy, pp., and a
chapter where the history of the mines 1s briefly sketched, 36pp. These are models of
how to summarise the =ssenti features of the information and are well &
in their own right. Finally, there is an Appendix where is listed all the mineral
found at each mine, these days usually in the dumps, and a very extenzive

G
bibliography and a first class index - all evidence of a job thorcughly done.
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This is & first class, authoriiative book and well worth the price. It is
ironic that it appears just whern the numbers of mineralogical staff at the Museum are
being reduced and many of their fine ccllection of minerals is going into storogs.

G.B.Greenough.
Mineral Recomnaisszance Programme 1890, Report No.l114. By H. W UHaclam, ©.G Cameron and

>0

H.D.Evans. £20 + £1.00 p&p.
British Geological Survey. A4. 6lpp. Numerous Colour plates, maps,bibliography &c.
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The report highlights 113 locations, these being listed in tabular form
showing minerals present and style of occecurrence, together with the techniquss used
in their investigation. Many of the latter are iilustrated. A particularly
interesting picture shows a young blonde Field operztive {female I prosums! ed.)
panning stream sediments; have the B.G.S. any vacancies, I ask myvself?7!

A summary of all 113 identifisd a i
being a precis of the individual reports which are available from the Surveys
offices in Keyworth, Edinburgh and london. Incidentally, to purchase the whol
of these reports would leave little, if any, change out of £1,500!

J

To the mining historian, this publ
high price would make most peop
{4 copy can be borrowaed from the

3 B R
eric, and itz

ectlﬁg up-to- datn survey Hu s, . :
commercial mining and allied organl ations, it really cannot be recommended for your
average bed time reading.

Cut of the World and into Comke
Published by The Combe Martir

Higtory fGroup. 19589,

The north Devon village of Combe Martin is best known to mining historians
for its mediasval silver—-lesd mines. This bock, however, results from & study of the
entire parish which the group made at the Department of Contlnulng and Adult Res
of Exeter University, between 1285-88,

The authors have adonted a lonh-chronology in their approach {to examining the
parish'’'s industries, whi include: 0 guarrying. These
are supplemented with aoco'uts of the s and famlllesé As with

similar bocks, the level of analvzis
value for most readers.

will niot detrsctl from its
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GENERAL NEWS ROUND UP

Scotland
Concnish Mine Prospect

Fnnex amnounced earlier in the year that underground exploration at the gold
and silver property was completed and a feasibility study had been initiated. This
has now been completed and the directors have stated that they intend to file a
formal plamning application, although a formal production decision had not yet been
made .

South West

The DoE has agreed to sponsor a major new study inte reclaiming the white
china clay waste tips of Devon & Cornwall. It is the first time the Govermment has
sponsored research into ways of reclaiming the white spoil heaps near St.Austell and
in socuth-west Devon.

A Staffordshire-based firm, Wardell Armstrong has been appointed to locok into
ways of landscaping the spoil mountains. They will consider proposals for
revegetating and landscaping the tips, examining their potential for use as amenities
and as agricultural land.

Fnvironment minister Colin Moynihan says the china clay industry makes a
valuable contribution to the British economy, but the associated mineral extraction
and tipping of wastes must take account of the effects on the environment.

News of the reclamation study has been welcomed by English China Clays, the
world’'s biggest china clay company., which has already funded some research into
landscaping its St.Austell tips.

Wheal Jane.
Wheal Jane one of Cornwall’s two remaining tin mines which was due to
close at the end of this year has been given a temporary reprieve and is likely to
stay in operation until June 1891.

The mine’s permanent closure with the loss of 150 jobs was announced in March
1980 after the collapse in tin prices. Wheal Jane requires a tin price of around
£6,500 per tonne to break even, compared with recent prices of between £3,500 and
£4,000. However Wheal Jane's ore also contains considerable guantities of zinc, a
metal which has been attracting relatively high prices.

Mr.Brian Calver, managing director of Carnon Consolidated, which owns Wheal
Jane, said that, by concentrating on extracting the zinc, his company had turned the
mine into "a cash generator™. He added "By raving the mine for the past six months we
have been getting out ore with between 5 and 7 per cent zinc. While the price of zinc
stays up we will keep raping and keep the mine open”. About 100 are still employed at
the mine.

Wheal Jane will produce about 6,000 tonnes of zinc concentrate this year
compared with the usual 5,000 tonnes. The mine will also produce about 1,000 tommes
of tin. Mr.Calver said the strong zinc price was enabling Carncn to “buy more time"
to formulate proposals for the future use of Wheal Jane's 280-acre site near Truro.

First choice was a scheme which would permit pumping to continue in at least
part of the mine to keep 1t clear of water and maintain the option of mining again in
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the distant future if the tin price ever moved high enough. Some 8,000 gallons of
water a minute has to be pumped out of Wheal Jane to allow mining to continue and
analysts suggest that, once the pumps were turned off the mine would quickly flood,
making it too expensive to reopen. Carncn has been spending about £1.5 million a year
to pump out the water. The proposed project would cut costs to about £600,000 a

yvear.

The project would turn the site into a multifaceted tourist development with
the mine and some of its associated industrial operations at its centre. Carnon
expects to have made application for outline planning permission for the scheme in
October.

Carnon was bought by 12 managers from the RTZ Corporation in March 1988. They
have since been joined by two more board members who between them own 80 per cent
with the remaining 20 per cent held in trust for the other employees. In 1888 Carnon
employed 2,000, If Wheal Jane closes the number will be down to 370, most of them
employed at the Company’s second tin mine, South Crofty, nearby.

Carnon has a £25 million interest free UK Government loan and one of £10
million from RTZ. Cne of the important restrictions placed on Carnon is that any
income from other scurces must be used to support and sustain tin mining. Carmnon
still had £4.2 million of loans to draw on and cash in the bank. South Crofty, with
its break-even of about £3,500 a tonne, could live with the current tin price and so
far it had not been necessary to change from normal mining procedures.

Norfolk

Norwich City Council is investigating the latest in a series of holes to
appear in the city’'s roads after subsidence caused by an abandoned chalk mine created
a 30ft cavity in a residential street. The collapse was caused by the failure of an
old shaft which was inadequately capped. It was the sixth incident of its kind in the
last three years. Two years ago a bus carrying passengers fell right into such a
cavity. Fortunately nc one was seriously injured.

Wardell Armstrong are about to report after a £120,000 underground
investigation into sbandoned chalk mines in the city. “The problem is that we do not
know where to look for the mines as most pre—date the Mines and Quarries Act in the
1870s with the result that there are very few mines for which we have detailed
drawings”, said Norwich City Council’s assistant engineer Stephen Hague. "Until we
know where to look it is very difficult to form a coherent policy on how to tackle
the problem as a whole”, he added. (Treat it as a HOLE, Stephen'!! ed.)

Rio Tinto and the Iberian Pyrite Belt

In May this year we made the fourth mining study tour toc this famous mining
field. The eight-day tour was based at Rio Tintc with sn overnight visit to Seville
and two days spent in Portugal.

Rio Tinto is, of course, the major mine in the region, although present day
operations are on a fairly modest scale. The industrial landscape of mine workings,
spoil tips, processing plants and smelters connected by a network of railway lines
and marshaling yards, covers over 50 sq.km. With staff of the "Fundacion de Eiotinto"
we were able to make a tour of the modern operations at the Colorado open-pit copper
mine, the Alfredo shaft installations and to view the vast Atalaya open-pit pyrite
working. We were also able to view the collection of locomotives and rolling stock
representative of the former Rio Tinto railway that linked the mines with their port
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on the Atlantip coast of Huelva.

Ric Tinto is the centre of the Pyrite Belt that runs east-west from
Aznalcollar, to the west of Seville, to Lousal, near the Atlantic coast of Portugal.
The majority of the mines lie in the Spanish province of Huelva and a large number of
Abandoned, medium-sized workings were easily. reached from cur base in Rio Tinto.

Industrial remains are plentiful at the mines, dating from the mid 19th
century to the 1960s. 1 intend taking another tour toc the same area in late May 1991,
probably a 10 day itinerary. If you would like more details, please contact me (Jamie
Thorburn) at: Atalaya Tours, Ceinionfa, Penglais Terrace, Aberystwyth, SY23 2ET.
Tel.0970-625137.

WANTED/FOR SALE

Surveys of the Box Stone Mines (northern district}: covering over 1lkm of
mein haulage ways and minor routes over deads. This amounts to about one third of the
acressible mine. The plan, on a laminated A3 sheet, is drawn one side, with a route
description on the reverse. It is the work of the Shepton Mallett Caving Club and the
Beechen Speleological Society and copies are available, at £2.50 including postase,
from:— Neil Reaich, 46 Marshfield Way, Fairfield Park, Bath, Avon. BAl 6QH

EEERELFREEFFEXYX SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1901 #sskskkfddyikknzs

A MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TFORM is attached to this Newsletter. As you can see the annual
subscriptions have been held at last years level, which makes membership even better
value than before. So please don't delay and send off 1991 subs. today, its never too
early and you will only forget with the rush of Christmas just arcund the corner!

If you are not already a Covenanter please consider becoming one. It won't cost you a
renny and will give the Society extra income.

LR R e e et L R R R e R e LY

EDTTORS COMMENTS

I'm afraid that thsre are gquite a lot of forms accompanying this newsletter.
It is important that you take just a little time to complete the RQuestiommaire {I
recon about 2 mins.). If you send it in with your subscription you wor’t even have
any extra postage to pay. Alternatively you can hand it or post it to any Committee
member .

Thanks. Thanks to all the contributors to this newsletter both those nawmed after
certain articles and the fellowing who have also sent in information which has been
usad. Dave Blundell.

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the correspondents
and are not necessarily agreed with or shared by N.M.B.S. its officers or the

Editor. The accuracy of submissions is the responsibility of the authors and will not
always be checked for validity by the editor.

The Next Newsletter will be published in February 1991. Please send any material for
inclusion to the Newsletter Editor, at the address below before 31st December 1890.
Damian J.McCurdy, "Denefield”, 111 Barn Lane, Golborne, Warrington. WA3 3PR.

Tel:— (0842 718132.
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