Norghern Mine Research Socie-t,y

Newsleﬁer Phy 1980

Future Meets etc. ' '
May 2? 26th - Wales - as February Newsle-bter .
June 21/22nd Nenthead = as February Newsletter:
Jly 5th - Caphouse Colliery - as Febryary Newsletter
Aug 3rd - Scout Moor Quarries = as-February Newsletter
Aug 23/25¢h - Wanlockhead - as per February Newsletter, but see also Book ing Porm
attached to this ‘Newslétter. Some Hodels in the area for B & B (dearest fimst)-
“ Mennockfoot Lodge Tel 06592 3823 Nithsdale Hot,el 06592 5063 B]ackaddle House Ho-(-,el
' 06592 270; The Glendyne 06592 203+ -
Oct 1lth Anmual Dinner o be held at New Inn,Glapham,Nr.Ingleton.(Thrr.s is only an.
.appetiser). Memu - Soup; Casserole Chicken with Mushrooms and peppers done in wine
and cream, w:uc,h 2 potatoes,sprougs,carrots. and swede; Sherry Trlfle, Goffee & M.'LntS.
Provisional price £5475. Time 7.30pm fori 8.,00pm. ..
There is limited accomodation at. the New Inn and members are asked to mke their
. Own arrangements direct with the Hotel. There will be camping at the home -of one
~ of our members - H.Barnes, Castle Hill Farm,H:Lgher Westhnuse,;Ingletone. ,
‘A book:.ng form for the Dinner will 'be 1ncluded in-our next Newsle-bter (due ou-t-, in

August)

For Sale ' '

NMRS Metal lapel Badges - 35p each if accomponied by Sae SOp if n __t - are Stlll
available from our Sec.‘J.H.McNell 12 Woodv1lle Rd Brzerfield Nelson,Lancs BBB SRM.
Publications =T

Members cannot have falled +0 notice the gradual climb in the ¢ost - of our
publications. Inflation is just as real for NMRS as anyone else and o maingain our
standards this increase has to be passed on in our aftersales prices. On the top of
recent, postal increases our printer informs us that the costs for pringing are to rise
as from the current issue, due to-his escalating overheads and materials costse:

Despite this, every effort is made to keep prices within reason and, judging from
prices marked up on the flimsiest publications in bookshops, I hope our volumes can
8till compete in terms of value for money.-Consider for a moment the above information
in relation 4o your annual subscription of £4; at the current rate of inflation this
should be at least £4.80 and we are not yet halfuay through the year! Come 1981, the
thousekeeping! will just not ¥un o itll

The following publications are still avallable

BM9 The Llandudno Copper Mines. C.J.Williams £1.80 .
BM1O The Mines of Montgomery & Radnorshire. J.R.Foster-Smith £1.35
BML1 Memoirs 1979 £2425
BMi2 The Mines of Cardigonshire. J.R.Foster-Smith o £2.25
Index & Bibhliography of Society publications 1960-1980 £0445 -

Prices are to members only and include post and packing.
From Mrs H.Blrd Publlcata.ons AfterSales 41 Wlndsor Walk. South A.ns-t,on Sheffield.S31 7EL.
*Bock Rev:x.ew : o it

It is my pleé.sure to rev:Lew the latest publleatlon by R. .Clough - a reprint of the
classic architectural study, “The Lead Smelting Mills of the Yorkshire Dales and
Northern Pennines',

this work must remin the def:.mtlve study of‘ Yorkshlre Smeltlng Mills and in 11-,s
original form pioneersd interest in the subjecte .

The reprint includes many additional unpublished photographs a.nd drawings and
provides comparative detail of Northern Pennine Mills and eozmmmi-b:.es. rthe eomprehensive,
updated, bibliography gives an insight to the research undertaken in the production of
. this scholarly work, which follows Mr.Cloughs tradition of beautiful presentatione.

An invaluable reference for the serious student of Mining History. R

332pp. Price £25 post paid from the Autghor, Stoneleigh,Utley,Keighley.

(A copy of the original book has just been sold in auction for £48.) N
: '» S - - N.C.Gill.












" The Sooietz Records ' -
. Apart from reports to Genenal Mbetlngs, many hew members w111 have no knowledge of

the Society Records. .~ =

It hasa always been our policy to keep records of mlnlng in Britain and wherever
possible to make them available for publication. Because of the early geographical spread
of membership, most of the items donated related o the northern distrlcts, we would -
appreciate any material from other areas.

We have a collection of mine plans which are avallable for inspection by arrangement.
Unfortunately we have no faCllltleS for prov1d1ng coples but members are welsome to
trace and make notese.

The files contain xembers reports cnd donations, along W1th photographs of sites.

We have an index of mining sites which is slowly expanding -~ giving details of shafts
and levels, their depth, location and where appropriate a reference to.the record files.

We must urge all members who collect their owvn private records to make them
available through publication. The material is lost when it 1s sat on your shelves and
it is in the interest of all that +this does not occur,

. Mike Gill. Hon. Recorder.
Next Years Cornwa 11 Mee et

The general consensus seems to be to hold the Meet next Easter in the depths of
darkest Cornwall = in the Redruth/Cambourne area. Any member/s being intimate in thlS
area (so to speak) please volunteer as leaden/s or even just as guide.

Does anyone have a favouriie campsite in the area that they can recommend - desirable
qualities, if possible, would be cheap! cheapl cheap! with a bog and a tap to hand. If
this can be accompanied by bungalows/caravans to let so much the better. If these tco
are cheap, better stilll Send any information or. commente/adv1ce on this topic to me.

Don't, keep secrets = let us know.

‘He Houghton .

Imperial College Idbrary - Mining Hlstory Sources

The Royal School of Mines, founded in 1851, became part of Imperial College of
Science and Technology in 1907, which in *urn: became a School of the University of
London in 1908. More than a century of education in mining, mineral processing and
geology has resulted in the RSM having extensive libhrary collections of historical value.
More recently the College has becoms host to the Annan Collection on mining history.

The Annan Collection is housed in the Lyon Playfair Library (the central College
Library) and comprises an excellent range of volumes (some 600 in total). Its particular
strength is in books published before 1800; many volumes are in German or Latin,
covering early mining in the central European orefields. On the other hand, the RS
collection (housed in the Department of Mineral Resources Engineering) is prlmarily post
1800, and in particular 1880-1930. In total there are some 2700 books, as well as
periodicals. Both collections include both British and international material.

To give some idea of the scope of these two collections, highly selective: lists of
some interesting volumes relevamt to Britain are given overleaf, It should be emphasised
that, in general, the collections are unlikelv to be of great ¥alue in researching the - .-
history of specific mines, althougn certainly there are several cases for which a Lot of
detail of this sort can be gathered. Their greatest value will probably lie in researchlng
the history cf mining techniques. The development of shaft sinking, mining methode,
winding,haulage,blasting, pumping, ventllatlon, mineral dre551ng, surveylnd and minlng
geology — to name only a few — can all be investigated from these sources.

Through the courtesy of the College Librarian, it is now possible to arrange for
Society members to consult these collections. Prospective readers should write to
Mr AWhitworth,Collge Librarian,Imperial College of Science & Technology,London SW7 2AZ,
stating (a) that they are menbers of the Society, (b) whether they wish to consult the -
Annan or RSM collections, or both, (¢) the date and time (Monday - Friday only) of their
proposed visit and (d) the theme of their research., For more general enquiries - for
example , whether the collections are likely to prove useful for a particular research -
study - members are invited to write or phone Dr Chris Down, Bepartment of Mineral
Resources Fngineering, Imperial College of Science & Technology, London SW7 2BP, Tel
01 589 5111 ext 1541,

( On behalf of the Society I would like to thank Dr Down for negotiatlng this
arrangement. H.H.)

o



Agricola Various publications (1530~1580) and Hoover edition (1912)
Articles of agreement for working mines in Cardigan and Merloneth (1670)
Articles of agreement re copper mines of England (1725)

Atkinson Discovery of Gold mines in Scotland (1619)
Borlase - Natural History of Cornwall (1758).
Budge , Practical minerts guide (1825)
 Burrow ‘Mongst mines and miners (1893)
Bushell Mines Royal in Wales (1641)
Calvert Gold rocks of Britain and Ireland (1853)
Coghran-Patrick Early records of Scot:iish mining (1878)
Cramer Assaying of metals (1741)
English Companies working British mines (1826)
Forster Mineral veins etc. Newcastle=Cumberland (1821)
Grant-Francis = Smelting copper at Swansea (1881)
Hardy The Compleat Miner (Derbyshire) (1748)
Heton ‘ Mines ix Britain and Wales (1707)
Houghton Liberties laws and customs in Derbyshire mines (1681)
Lean Duty of Steam engines in Cornwall (1839)
Leifchild Cormall mines and mwinsrs (1855)
Liberties and customs of England mines (1645)
Mander Derbyshire miners glossary (1834)
Pettus Mines in Engiand,Wales,Ireland (1670)
Pole . : Corndsh punviaes oncines (1849)
Pryce M:neralogia Cornubiensis (1778)
Savery The Miner'!s Friend (1702)
Shiers Mine Adventure (1700)
Simonin Mines and miners (1867)
Sopwith Mining in Alston,Weardale,Teesdale (1833)

Miaiing in the Forest of Dean,(1841)
The Cornish Stanneries (1751)

Tapping High Peak minerals and cus ons (1851)
Thomas Chasewater=Cambourne mining distriet (1819)
Unwin Tin exports from Cormwall (1790)

Violet Gold and silver rights in Britain (1660).
Vivian Agmeounts of Cornish copper mines (1800)
Waller The value of mines in Wales (1698)

Yalden Mines of Sir Garbery Price (1701)

Miperal Fagpgpgrgs_Egglnoe”1_g_(ﬁ§M)_pgl=§;t;og
Journals
Colliery Guardian - 1894 o date (some missing)
Mine & Quarry Engineering - 1936 o 1959
Mining Journal - some early issues 1870~1880, 1909—1919 and,1954 to date
Mining Magazine - 1609 to date.
Proc. South Wales Ins+t. of Eagineers - 1924 o date
Trans. Fed. Inat. Mining Engincers - 1889 to date
Transs Ingte Mining Metallurgy - 1892 to date
Trans. Nate Assoc, Colliery Managers - 1903 o date :
Trans - North of England Inst. Min Engineers - 1852 to 1889

Bools .
Penzer ' Tin resources of British Empire (1921)
Brown Rating of mines and quarries (1898)
Hall - Geology of West Cornwall (1914)
Fdge ' Geophys ical procpecting. (1931)
DSIR - . Iron and other ferrous ores in Britain (1918)
Lupton Electricity in mining (190%)
Le Neve Foster Ore and stone mining (1910)
Davies Machinery for metal mines - (1902)
Mechanical eoal cuiting . (1905)
Charleton Tin mining, dressing, smelting (1884)
Davies Siate and slatge quarrying (1878)
Volk Haulabe and winding in mines (1903)
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?5mely The mine wagon 51914g

Louis Dressing of minerals 1909

Hoover Fleattion (1912)

Farey's Derbyshire (1815)

Wallis=Taydor Aerial tramways (1898)

Hunt British Mining

Greenwell Mine Engineering

Pamely Colliery Manager's Handbook (1893)

Monge Gill Meet Reporsi, 30th March, 1080, ~ B.Bond

This meet was attended by 14 members. With some brisk arranging of who would de-
ladder, the bulk of mempers were happy to visit the system via North Shaft Entrance
through to Shockle Shaft, a group of "4 going Shockle to North and myself with a further
group of 3 descending Shockle to East Hade,

If ever there is a need to 'beat'! the mad rush Earby Pothole Club have the- answer,
by 10.30am the ladders were duly fixed to the top of Shockle and out came 3 wetnsulted
tstalwarts.t "Glad you decided 4o ladder Shockle first" came the reply.

Mongo Gill mus+t-impress variety without severity, its 4 metre wide walkways o
1792 Cavern, delicate crawling past roof falls with ample formations, helictites and
gour pools. Those members for whom it was the first gime 1n Mongo found the place well
worth their efforts.

Judsons Cavern becamé a meeting place for our own photographic group and those members
passing through from Norsh to-Shockle under the guidance of Ian Gornwall. From here 4o
J.J.Cavern a narrow crawl on the right was entered, decorative, this metre high passage
returns to Judson Cavern Area. Ag our point of entry the whole floor area sounded
distinctly hollow.~

On our return to the entrance an excursion was made o Stream Passage, to beyond-
Roof Cavern. Stream Passage with a resemblance 40 the Kingsdale Masger Cave has a totally
different env1ronmenﬁ, an actlve parg of the svstem, further visig 4o beyond Sump IV
is well worth a visite B

Shockle Shaft was ascended by 3.00pm, though at around 1,l5pm a group were seen +o
tharet! across the moorland from Shockle and make a beeline to the nearest ale-house.
The warm afternoon certalnly warranted such-actione.

Myself and E.Nutter laddered North Shaff entrance and squeezed our way about the
tubes and crawls, south of Luckstone Level,the whole area is well fragmented.

Helg Wanied

— e mew s ein

Ayril Longman, M Milleombe Cottage Hersdsfoot,Cornwall wanga +0 know of any bats

spotted in and arotind Cornish Mining sites.
If possible she wants to know how many, where seen and type. Write 4o her direcy

please. DO NOT send samples!

2+ 014 Slags

Don't forget to send Simon Hughes any old slags that you may stumble upon. He -sants
samples.of ores and slags.of approx.100 grms (3%oz) weight.

Send complete with map ref and detalls of mine where found to:i~ Simon J.5.Hughes
Dept of Hlstory,Unlver31ty of Manchester Oxford RdA Manchester Ml5. Postage will be
refunded,

e it v e -

Oxford University are still wanting lgrm samples of lead and copper ores to help with
their research.

Send all samples together with location found and if possible map ref to Mr C.
Salter,Dept of Metallurgy,University of Oxford,Parks Rd,Oxford.
Hatched/Matched Depie
1. Jennifer Griffin (the last Treasurer) is expecting a Griffin Jnr Mk IT.

2« Among our latest acquisitions is a lad complete with carry cot.

Te



Tamar Valley Meet Repor: 4/7th April.1980. - B.Burms
About 16 members and-guests assembled in glorious sunshine at Bugterdon Mill on

Friday morning. When it granspired that almost everyone (ineluding yours truly) was
suffering from a particularly nasty bug/backstrain/fatigus/plague etc. it was decided
not to 1ndulge in anything too strenuous. Consequently the par{y drove first to the
site of Wiweal Betsy silver lead mine on the western edge of Dartmoor, +o see the
pumping engine house, erected in the 1860!'s, together with the North/South line of
shafts, while the mineral collectors set 40 work on the dumps.

At abovy 12.30pm, a loud rumbling sound from Harry'!s stomach was diagnosed as
starvation and that his only chance of survival was an immediate pub lunch.

A tour of the Wheul Friendship arssnic calcining remains at Mary Tavy was cut short
by a visit from the law, who pointed out that the landowner did not appreciate such
visits. The next venue (Wheal Benny at Iatchley) had received some wnwelecme attention
since last visited, the middle adit level had been polluted by the dumping of some form
of sewage (pig - = -- someone suggest2d). Thus despite some interesting relics to be
found in the level? - e.g. parts of the flat rod system — the stench soon foreed the
entire par+y out into the fresh air. Further up the track we were shown a portal with
a considerable amount of clear water issuing from it - some thought it more likely +to
be a culvert - but as no~one could be talked into bathing it was not investigated.

Whilst most of the party returned to Butterdon Mill, four of us visited Mr Jim
Richards (the local authority on mines). On hearing that we intended entering the Wheal
Fanny section of Devon Great Consols the next day, he revealed that the level had been
gated and padlocked a few weeks previously, When this bad news was revealed to the rest
of the party, and the remainder of the days unfortunate incidents were recalled, the
meet lender was threatened with a certain 'Golden Chicken! award - much to the envy of
Maleolm Green (the present holder) who had just arrived.

On Saturday morning it was declded to investigate the gated level, but on finding
it to be well and truly barred, the party proceeded to an adit into the Wheal Maria
section of D.G.C. This was found to be 3! deep in thick ochre, This did not deter Harry
from asking for a volunteer to wade in for him. As the responge was nil, the plan was
abondoned. Following the by now mandatory pub lunch, the party proceeded to the banks of
the River Tavy and, after wading across the river, entered the adit level of the
reputedly haunted Devon and Courtney Consols. This was not revealed to the party until
afterwards, but the ghost must have been on holiday as no-one had encountered any
gpectral . monifestations. We attempted to discover whether adit level extended as far
as Engine Shaft by proceeding beyoad the stope above adit through chest deep water.
Progress was eventually halted, however, when a winze extending from wall to wall was
encountered. We then explored the adit level and stopes of New Hast Wheal Russel.

On Sunday morning about nalf of the party explored the Gunnislake 01d adit, there
being some excitement when good samples of wolfram were discovered and the hammering
commenced (good job Harry wasn't with us - he being too ill to participate in active form)
Later we met up with Jim Richards at Gunnislake and proceeded to Kit Hill where Jim led
us to the site of a stope to the surface in a small quarry and then to a well hidden adit
which reputedly intercomnected with the stopes Having observed the 3! depth of eold
water in the adit, the party decided to attempt the stope. Ladders were lowered and an
advance party descended, only to find a flooded winze in one direction and a shafy
blocked by brushwood in the other. Harry elevated Malecolm o "ladder expert" stat.s and
delegated the task of clearing the shaft o him. Meanwhile, Roy Starkey and I braved the
icy waters of the adit searching for a connection with the shaft which Maleolm was by
now being talked down. The adit was a-crosscut intersecting three lodes, the lasy of
which had been driven onh, and extensively stoped both gbove and below adit. No connection
with the shaft was found, this being confirmed by Malcolm who found the bottom of the
shaft had run at 60— 70!,

On Monday, the majority of the party accompanied John Keating to explore the Caradon
area, while the rest walked o Wheal Wray, a few hundred yards up the road from camp, to
examine the 60' shaft and the spoil heaps.

Thus the mmet ended, as it started, in warm sunny weather, Who said it always rains
in the South West? :

Apologies for the state of this Newslettew and for any OmlSa¢OnS, inadvertent
additions or any other mistake therein, but due to a sickness in the family, the N/L is
slotted in between midnight and breakfas+t.

A1l contributions for August N/L to H.Houghton,29 Parkside Rd,Meanwood,Leeds LS6 4LY.
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