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If you would 11ke to be a member of N’V,[RS next year 'then your subs are now due (by

Unfortunately we ke had toimike a suiall revisidh of some of -

The new rates for 1980 will be.- :

. soon asypossiblerto the:Treasurer:i{ird

Nelson, Ilanes 339 5RW as soon as poss1b1e.

Full £4.00 R

Family £0,75 A AN T

Associate £4,00 (PRl etiu Loass 1

Student £4400 _ o B S R T
Tunior £4.00 R ‘

Overgeas | £4.50 ' T NARERECE
You wil.t appreciate from the quallty of ma'berial tlrat 6. preduee, without _ta-klng
into aceoun® normal Socie-by running expenses, that we just cannot, aff o“:d o operate ‘
for less. than £4:00. ped’ merber. We hope that all thosg affécted by these” increases
will continus %o givelis their subport and: enable us to ma,lntain our high standards. -
A renewal forp is dttached: foruyour ugd farddif you “eculd, eomple%e»and return it as: .
&t sFoughbor; 29° Phrkside Road,Meamaood, |
T s 186 ALY) it would-help 150 mke her job 4 Bit’ eamer. :

S R ¥

.‘ “f( C

To enable us to keep costs down as mmch as p0551b1e, your Membersh:x.p oard Wlll be.
sent to yeu with your February 1960 Wéuwsletters This will sdve at”least £20 ifi postage- ..
alone. .Therefong if you do requz.re an ecknowledgement 1mued1ately;p1ease enclose s.a.e;.;;t -
with your renewel. : 5 : Lo e . o

¢
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Meets leaders for 1960 or
Your Society Meeds Yom ' ‘

We. desperately need volunteers to. lead weekend meets for next year. If you know
of any mines in an ared that you think would be good for a meet, please, core i‘orward
and -offer to lead & meek. You do not even have to be an authority on the area; all " a
you need to know isithe raught location? of a Faif m::.nlng S8ites for mémbers. to f£ill a. e 5 .
weekend looking and’ poklng at them. We could even comé to an arrangement ‘whereby: Jou
act as guide’ and we'll lead the' meecti Fa:.llng thig, are 'bhere any mlnes/ s:l.tes/areas o
you would like to attend a meet at? IF so let us . kmow.™ .

A1l interested in +helping please contact John McNe:Ll 12 Woodv111e Road,Brierf:Leld,

"-"' -———-— .

Eogter Mee'h - Cornwell e C ' ' :
The Cornwell Heet for 1980 will be 3sd by ‘Bob Burns and will cover thi TAmRr Valley.
As last year, we. are staying at Dutterdon Mill {N.G.R. SX295662) becduse of ¥he value
for money far camping/accomodatlon/ faci]itles found there befcfe.. |
If you dontt want to. camp, théré are 12 brick bu:.lt haliday bungalows avallable
for hire,at very reascnable mtes - 8o 'Ehey eleep 6 persons for £30. per bungalow/
week, (1o extra. to: Tay for god, 'hot water et¢). This year we've been offered a ' . .
tdiscount! for rumbers. So if. you world Iike o be ineluded in & Block Boolcmg 1st me
knowy -at the latest by Xmag, andiwe'll take it from there. ;\'At -(:bese prices 1’0‘3 as
cheap as camping. First come first gervédd. - o
Please contac't, H.Houghton, 29 Park31de Road,Meamood,Eeds LS6 !..'LY and enclose s.a =S .\

‘7 —--—

Publlce.tions NeW§. , . '
Since its introduction three years ago; the So<31e'byis Monograph series h.as proved

to he an’ outstamdlng success. The current trend has been for members regearching an-
area or mine to produce a lengkhy paper on their chosen- ‘subject - too- lomc for the
Memoirg - whieh is why the Mpnographs were initiated, This, coupled with® the w:&.der .
appeal of these volumes and conSquen'b gragter clrcuiation and, §83es. ‘has meant that
monograph taterial now.far outwelghs the shorter paj{fers. Wlthout exceptlon, thase
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monographs are most important contributions to mining history and every effort is
being made to issue them as soon as: p0381b1e. The following titles are either 1n
preparation or awaiting issue:

The Gallantry Dank Copper Mine,Cheshire. C.J.Carlon :

%he Mines of Grassington Mosr and Wharfedale., A.P.Finch

e Cwmystwyth Iead Mine. S.J.S.Hughes

The Rheidol United Mines. R.Jd.Prichard. :

The Teign Valley Sllver~Lg ad Mines. .J.Schmltz (reprlnt)

The. Non-ferrous mines of South Wales. area. ,b.R.Foster-Smith
zhe Welsh Potogi Mines. M.Palmer SRR e
The Gg;adon Mining Area. R.Shambrook L CSSAREE
he Phoenix Mining Area. R.Shambrook o :

The Manganese Mines of North Woles. C.G.Down B

In consequence of the above, subgtitution of a Monograph- for ‘the annual Memoirs
is now being concidered for 1980. If this is decided upon IM 1 will appear as -
The Mangeneses Mines of North Wales: by.Dr Down,of the. Royal Schocl. of Mines. This is
a'most important and.hitherto. 1ittle known subject Worthy of early pul:lication. The
Mem01rs will of course remain but may have to appear more sporqdlcally as and when
nmterlal is availavle. _ o _ Cm ot C

Slnce Mr Foster—Smith's The Mines of Cardlganshlre 1s now “due for 1mm1nent belease
will mémbers requiring coples please order direct from Bob,Guthrie, 186 Station Rd, -
Dillingham,Cleveland TS23 2RT, and NOT the éditor. Those who have already sent in
an order nged NOT re—order?from Bobe Invoice will be sent with publieation. ..

P

R.H.Dird. Editor,

o mme dmm e LS

Grinton Meet Report 29th Julyl979. : N J.T.Crompton
The day at Grinton was fine,warm and sunny although at the EampSIte by Surrender
Smelt Mill we had some heavy showers..

. At the start of the Meet, five members and familles belng present, we set off for
Devis Hole mine, bypassing the smelt mill with the view to-look round on the way back.
Behlnd the mill is a strong. resurgence of waterfrom a shaft *Does anyone know where
it comes from?

After 10 minutes of speculatlon we walked up to the tlps of the mine. The . .
entrance of the mine has over the ydars become silted up, but about 508 up the, adit
-a shaft had been sunk alorgs1de the level and an entrance made through the. side -of
" ‘the arched level. Upon gaining entrance to the level a crawl‘beglns for about 20 yds-
in a space of 18" high to some drums 15" in diameter through a fall, It is at this
point that the larger members became very frustrated, even !'Ferret! landless our
Human mole, shaft descender and bad air tester ete sald he could not get throughl
One member did get through only to be brought out agiin. because no one-else’ sould.

After this failure and anoﬁgst much mutterlng I suggested a trlp down How 1eve1.
w@ walked across the moor having a good view of the hushes surreundlng How. level, ..
After lowering the water and walking up the level two white fish were . spotted by CIiff
who trled to catch one . Upon cioser inspection’ they turned out to be white trout.
However with disturbilg the sédiment in the levél we lost them in the murk. .

The level went .for ahout 60@ yds through soms very good stone arch1ng>whsme 1t
eénded in total collapse. After surfaclng aboizt, lunchtlme e 1ooked round Grlnton Smelt
Mlll one ‘of the best oreserved in the country., : S

N

After lunch we discussed ahd decided to visit Eaggerglll mlnes 1n Arkengarthdale.

"+ At this point the intrepid Mike Gill turned up, "Nice t6 seée you' lad", who tagged

along for the afternoon. (Is it true that the rails were left in 1eve1s so that he
can get his wheelchair in?).

. The entramnce to Nut Hole is .largely silted up, but on galnlng entrance to” the
mine it bécomes very Sbvious that a large volume of water goes down it .in.the wet
seasons The way the veins have been followed in the mine reminds one of the. Plumgago
mlne in the Lakes. With time belng short a proper exploratlon was nit possible .. .
although it was obviously an’eéxtensive mine. After shedding all the byhow muddy gear
ve adJOurned to the nearest rlver for a dlp. Thanks to all for a very good day."u_“

. ‘t:'«.
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Information Wanted R
Have you any knowlegge of a S.Yorks (where?) commnity called Denaby Main? It is
understood that this and,Cadeby Main were part of 1 company. Information is wanted
about the mines or the v111age which is baleived to be one of ‘the few owned by the :
companies who ran the mines. Also wanted is information on the markets of the coal
p;oduced, If you can enllghten-nlease contact e (H.Houghton) and 1111 pass it on.

A new mewoc*, D.Proctor, oo DEO Mirerals PO Dox 568 Windhock 9100, S.M. Afr:ua
wants 10 buj & copy of BM T OonALg and WhlﬁPSpOtS - anybody know where he can get one°
Strontinn Meet Repory - 25/27th August.,

" This year Argyll was a little more kind to us, We dld not get ralned on and had
the pleasvrs of seeing a pair of eagles with one young. But to the Meet itself:~-

Saturcoy morning a total of 12 bodies and one ‘dog set off to have a loock at the
most westerly workings, Corantec Mine, Tt was my hope to get underground here, as all
T nad dorie hefore wag to look at the surface workings and the wheel pit, '

Harry snd family started ahead of the main group and took the main ﬁath up to
the mire . I started about an hour later and led the rest up the side of the forest
along a 2. Jenge - alas this was not a good idea - it had been ploughed%!! Tt took
gsome tizx %5 get on to the path. Not a good start, but nobody actually gave up and
wert hous, <o ab lunch everybody seemed prepared for a good lock round,

The vieel pit was stidied along with several bits of ¢ronmongery, this 1ncluded
one ore crishaer which was very worn and some- large cogs. The remalns seemed to suggest
that an aerial ropeway was in use at the mine. .

We entered a level whose first few yards Were quite wet, only two. peovle had I ‘1ered
bothered to bring their wet suits (mine was still reclining in the back of my ear, -
and anyway it  seems to have shrunk) The level in general was in good condition and’
two areas of stoped out ground were examined. The second had an ore- shute in its -
entrance and possibly an ore bin above it, daylight ecduld be seen and as we later
discovered the ground above was stoped out to the surface and were really mssive.
Harry, of course, had his camera so a good photo session was had? A Backass is gently
rotting over a fairly Jdarge hole in the floor, which is water filled and it was
fairly obvious that we were standing on-timherg covered with stone.

At the end of this level were some steels, a bucket and some very long rods
(plein bar, approx 10V long x 13" dia) Any ideas?

The sun was still shining when we came out- and I wanted to look in an adit which = thru;
I thought was dry, Ah well we can't be right all the time, but it would be nice to be
right some time, I sank into mud, the weter lapping gently above my khees - I pushed
Harold in front, after all he had his wet suit on, it went about 60 yds and ended in
o collapsea

The upper workings were looked at, but apart from the one which comnected with
the level, all were water filled; so We all made our way back down the hill to the cars
via the path this time, which appears to have been an old mine tracke SR

Sunday we were down to 7 in all. Whitesmith was given a good going over. Mike
Goth bashed at 3ust about every rock he could find, which kept him fairly busy -~ its
quite a large dump. The more foolhardy of us went to the west end of the workings to
have a look at the head of a 600! shaft, now mostly water filled. This is the oldest
part of the mine, and looks it, so in the end only three of us had a look. It appears
as if a large amount of deads are being held up be excetdingly littlel

We next entered the open cast workings nearer its east end, and a walk to the
west takes you into a very nice stope, which has not broken the surface. About 70! or
so underground some fine Drewsterite was found and some levels explored, all of which
appear to have be=zn back filled.

After lunch we took a look at the Smelt Mill, now the Post Office, then lots of".
tea and coffee seems to have been eonsumed - after all it was Sunday.»

In the evening 3 members of the party wanted to have a look down the Englne Shaft,
which is normally covered with a wooden sapping, now broken probably by a large amount
of flood water during the winter months. The first man down was Harold, last time-

75' of ladder reached the rubbish at the bottom of the shaft, alas now we were 25!
short and Harold had to hang on to a ledge whilst extra ladder was attached, During .
all this a rock was somehow dislodged and bounced off Harolds head. Upon his arrival
at the surface he was given a very thorough examination by the expedition consultant
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psychiatrist, Mr M Green. Great alarm was experienced at first when the patient
refused to react to stimuli and said that his head felt numb. Irreversible damage to
the brain seemed to be confirmed by his inability to correetly interpret such
intellectual questions as "Add 2 + 1" or "Spell your nome in sapital letters". Things
indeed looked grave until somebody asked whether or not he could have answered -
eorrectly before his accident. Judgement was differed until more exhaustive tests
could be earried out, if more advanced technology ever hecame available . However it
was stronily suspected that Harold had not taken his brain with him, at any rate no
sign of it was found. Harold later proved his worth by ably pushing uphill sing3e-
handed a ear which had stalled -~ the driver playing us a very nice tune on his gear-
box when he eventually started down the hill.

- Monday we walked over to Fee Donald, the most esaterly workings. We now had 12
bodies. A trial was found about half way between Dellsgrove and Fee Donald, these
are not marked on the map. The Mine was given a general look over and a 50! shaft was
desaerled, and a suggestion that ablockage could possibly be dad. If this is done -
and the level goes, it should get us into the main workings, at present totally
inacessable except for this one shafit.

On the way back Mike pointed out two hand dressing floors on the Bellsgrove Mine,
and the site of a Horse whim, "

Many thanks to all those members and none members who attended and made the meet
very successfull. P

J.G.landless. (

New Publications from the Shropshiwe Caviﬁgfaﬁﬁ'Mining elub o ‘ —
(1) SCMC_Journal 1978, a bumper issue eontaining articles on the ccal and limestoue
mines of the Conlbrookdale area; the Dayton Colliery in the South Shrops/Wores

Coalfield and the Wells of Wast Shropshire. The metalliferous mining area is covered

in two articles, one of which déscribes reecent attempts to save the Snailbeach area

from the threat of land reclamation. ’

76 pages,9 pages of maps and diagrams, A4 size.

PRt e e i T wb et S mew Sy wm  whe e

recent survey of features remaining and of prosgpects for underground exploraticn
ecarried out by the Club. This formed part of the evidence presented to the Inspector
at the recent examination imto the Structure Plan of the Salop County Council,

71 pages, 13 pages of maps and diagrams, A4 size.

Both publieations ean pe obtained ,price £1.40 each, post fmee, from Dr.l.J.Jrown
95 Manygates lane,Sandal,Waketield, West Yorks.

Welsh Mines Soeiety -t T . \)

The possibility of a goeiety for those intewested in Welsh metal mines and mineral
was discussed at Dylife on 10th June, 1979. '

Tt was suggested a useful purpose would be gerved by beginning with a low=key
approach in which an informal sogiety meets ocecasionally and circulates a newsletter
to keep members in touch, the frequency (hopefully twice a year) depending on cash
and material available. S ' ) -

This was agreed, and in the absence of other voluntcers, I offeved to act as
general factotum for the time being. Please forward anything suitable for publication
relating to Wales - news,eormemts,diseoveries,developments ete. -

The annual gubseription is 25p = S.A.E. The next meeting is at Cwmystwythy date to
be arranged. D.E.Dick,The pound House,Newent,Glos.

Lakes Meet Report 23/23rd September. ) H.Houghton
The first I knew that I'd been volunteered to lead this meet was when I saw it on
the Meets card. 'Plemty of time though to eoh someone else imto leading it! thought
he - no sueh Xiek and by Sat there were about 2 dozen folks all wanting to know
where I was taking them, }
Now knowing that we Have members who know a lot more zhout this area than I do,
I had enlisted the help of John Rodgkihs who drew u. an itinery eomplete with potted
history and map refs to aid me and to try to convince the meet that I knew where we
vere going. ) ) T B . _
Fortunately for me (for the rest of the meet too - 'eos if I got lost so did they)
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T managed to enlist the services of a guide. Hewer Dy name, answering to Richard, he
-8aid he would guide us as he knew all the places on my list - but he wouldn't be
meet leader.

At thig stage, some of the group dlscussed what we had planned and declded to go:
fell walking instead - "Cos there's too much walking involved in wvisiting those
sites an% therets nothing there anyway™ ‘{i}- (one mst . have been all of 500yds from
the rcad

The fi.st stop was just outside the campsite at ‘Ellers‘, a mine John Hodgklns -
has asked if we could gain access to. The lact time:he was there he'd been evicted.
The mine turned out to be ih a gents girden, and after explaining who and what we
were, he was only too glad to co=operate. )

' There are two levels - one each side of the stream - and evidence suggests that
they were first worked about C1500, for copper. There is alSo the remains of a ~
wheel pit in the stream béd. The first level, the dry one to the left of the stream,
only gaes about 20-30yds t0 a fall and is open to the surfgee in one spot .=-so ‘
facilitating the convenient dlsposal of refuse over the years. The second level ~
goes about §0-100yds to a fall and is abdut 4! deep in water, 2' wide follow1ng the
vein at an angle of 45°,

Upon reporting back to the owner, he showed us where he had blasted out bhe rock
to extend his house, this being the probablé cause of the fall in the Pirst level
which, he had been told uged to re-open into his garden on the oppogite side of
his house, though no visible evidence remains of this. He then asked us if we could
identify an object for him which he had fouhd in his shrubbery. This find,we were
_able to tell him, was an'ore sorting pan. It was made of eopper in a dish shape,”
approx "3 aczwss by 6" deep with'a pouring 1lip at one side and a handle at the ottef.

After a quick lunch, and partially dry, we mad. our way to 3randle How Mine, but
only explored one of the 2 levels = the other locked evil., The levél we looked at
became, after about 30yds, a flat out” crawl over gravel, until, after ancther 30~
40yds, at a 'T! junction the way wasg ftoo low to proceed. A branch off to the left of
the main passage led into a stope, but didn't lead ahywhhres, Outside the various
remaing were inspected before going across the rcad to Branfle How 01d Mine, Here we~
found a level that went for aBout 200yds to the forehead. Someone then got the bright
idea that as we wére already fway up the hill side, we might as well walk over to
Goldscope via Yewthwaite. After sending the laddérs and rope with the cars to meet us
in Newlands valley, we found a shaft just below the crést of the ridge so had no way
of exploring this, except by dropping stones down. At the Yewthwaite dressing floors,
whigh look as if they're”in the process of being landscaped, Richa®d pointed ocut to =
s the shaft down which fhealocal viear wis once reported to have thrown himself down
to commit suicide. Unfortunately the shafy was blockeﬁ at 20‘ and he died of
starvation}

Goldscope Mine was thé lagt to be v131ted the 81te of the underground water-
wheel drawing the greatest interest:

- By the time we arrived back at the campsite it was turned 7 otclock, so whilst
meals were being prepared others wre dlspatched to search for flre wood and/or
substinance to drink round a campfire.’

On Sunday we went, once again, to the Slaté mines at Honister., This time we
found 4 inelines (3 intermal onesS and went into some qulte old workings - very
impressive, even if it is all uphill.. )

Thanks to all who attended and espe01a11y my 'helpers!.

"Death of last Billy Bank miner of Hudggg;; “Stockton and Darllngton Times 1&/8/79

The last surviving miner of the 3illy Dank Copper Mine at Richmeond, which was
opened in 1906 and mined until 1912, Mr George Edward Close, has died aged 88,

" Mr Close, always known as Ned, had lived in Hudswell all his life, except during
the 1914-18 war, He started work as a lad in the copper mlne, of which he fnther was
foreman. -

From thére Mr Ned Close moved imto coal mining, then to the biil&ing t¥ade, from
which he retired when he wag 67.7

Thar's gold in them thar Welsh hills B

This Welsh gold comes from an old working af Dontddu in Snowdonin, Thé Assay
Office assesséd one Specimen at 5550z. of gold to a ton of rock, and the thickness
of the deposit is better in more recent samples. In South Africa a mine might produce
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loz. to the ton. ' ) i -
The deposit comes in small clusters of rock = not great seams as ih South Africa
or Australia. The gamble - and it is a big one =~ turns on how many of these clusters
there are.
At the beginning of the century the mine employed morée than 200 men.
. At present the mine runs about 1} milds into the mountainside at a dépth of
ahout 50f%. One partner says "We are"about to reach the real gold depogits. Then we wil
will clean up and go. It will be months, not years."

The above is an extract from the Observer of 16/9/79.
Peak Netional Park Study Centre T e
"The following courses may ny be of intebest for 1960:-
2/ 4th” February Mines of the Peak District. - £28.00
27/29th April Practical Field Archaedlogy. £27.50
CEhMay/ lst June Canals of thé Peak District
ZuthMéy/lstJhne Roilways of the Peak Distridct

21/2¢th July ~ Activity Hols. Caving etec. £79.00
11/18th August Caves,Rocks and Fossils £69.00
18/25¢h August Industrial Archaeology £69,00
16/25th August = Canals and Railways £69.00
2/ 4th November Practical Igdustrial Archieology £29.00 :
9/11th Noveiber  Caves of the Peak District (

For farther information, please contact - The Principal,Peak Notional rark
Study Centre,Losehill Hall,Castleton,Derbyshire S30 2WD3. Tel Hope Valley (0433)
, 203’73/ 20693.

e

T Moors Line No 47 (Magazine of the North Yorkshire Moors Railway)
Application has beén made to National Park planning committee to re-open Sil

Howe Whinstone mine, at Goathland, as a tourlst attroeeisng. Owners are David Wilson
Mining Co.

News

Above submitted by Alston Moor Mines Research Group.

Additions to Members List

Full Tel.
R.D.Attwood ¥y 'n-y-Cae , Llanbedr,Conwy,Gwynedd, LL32 CUU. Tynygroes 653

R.M.Bell 5 Daleside Close,Irby,Wifral. 051 648 6002

C.R.Dlick” 16 Sycamore Crescent,Jawtry,Doncaster DN10 6LE, 0302 710213

J+«R.D.Blyth 34 Cowdray Avenue,Colchester Essex CO1l 1UT. 79845

C+G.Down Dept. of Mineral Rgsources Engineering, Royal Schodl of Mines, \J
Imperial College,London SW7 20P. 01 368 2643

M. H.P.Green , Moss View,Cragg Foot,Carnforth,” -

J.MJHarrison westwood,Startforth;Jarnurd Castle. 0833 30358

D.Hayton 12 Greenhead Lane,Utley,Keighley, D20 6EL. Kly 62476

A F.Head 107 Longhurst lane,Mellor,Nr.Stockport. 061 427 1378

W.J.Hil1l 64 Emerson Ave,Linthorpe,Midilesbrough TS5 7QQ. S26147

S.J.5.Hughes Ieri St,Talybont,Cardiganshire

M.A.Jeffery 12 Boundary Rd,Northgate,Crawley.RH10 2BT. Crawley 21527

D.3.Jeffrey 35 Castle St,Kendal,Cumbria LA9Q 7AD 21455

A.K.Jones Dept of )otany,Unlver51ty of vaerpool PO Bex
147 Liverpocl 169 30X -~ 051 727 4092

R.J.King Dept of Geology,University,leicester 1LE1l 7RH. 771754

McJ.Littlefair Station House,3oosbeck,Salthurn,Cleveland TS12 3AF.

Llechwedd Slate Caverns,Blaenau Ffestiniog,Guwjmedd LLA1 3NR. 076 681 306
Mrs E.E.C.Macleod Flat 2, Canton House, Paht-y-Afon,Pénmenmawr,L134 67Y.

Mrs M.Palmer 54 Chapel St,Measham,3urton-on-Trent DE12 7JD. Measham 71720
D.S.Potter 2 Didsbury Terr,Kinder Rd,Hayfizld,Stockport. NewMills 44152
Mrs J.Potter as above (anlly)

R.E.Starkey 15 Whitehall Dr,Dudley,W.Midlands DYl 2RD. Dudley 59933
DMWilkinson 19 Iarknolme Parade,Fleetwood. 2594
E.HMWilkinson Croziens Croft,Moss lane,Silverdale IA5 038S. 701118
R.AMilliams 9 Conyers Ave,lirkdale,Southport PRS 457 0704 64682
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Asgogiate K - o
>J.Prichard Ithlllen,Llangwyfon,Aberystwyth,Dyfed SY23 AHA Aber.BlSl Ex291

Student,
D.S.L.Fraser  Tennent House,Ecclefechan,Dumfrieshlre DG11 3DF. Abon “75490
Qvergeas -

W.D.E.Proctor ¢/o DEO Minerals,P.0.Box 568,Windhoek 9ﬂOO,baW.Afrlca.

- -

Changes of Address ' R
A P.Finch ¢/ o Mining Dept, University of Leeds, leeds.

J.M.Holmés 12 Longroyd Road,Earby,Nr Colne,lancs BD8 6NZ
WhMallett - 1H1gher Glen Park,Pen51lva,Llskeard Cornuall PL14 5QR. Rilla Mill 6209¢
Telephone No, : C : 62&9“
A Wlnrow Doncaster 83378&
Anmual Dinner Report ~ 13th Omtober, lé;éj T o J.H.MCNell

¥kis vears Dinner was heid at <he Dridge Hotel, Ingletoh and had a record
attendance of 61 mefibers and friends prov1d1ng a good opnortunlty to meet. many nev
mombers as well as the usuzl zepguiox
After a good meal we wers adnti *151y entertained by our guést speaker, Mr Jack
Pickup, accompanied by his wife #us’ Jack’ is chief Pescue controller of the logal,
Clapham baséd, Cave Rescue Orgaenisc*idon, the largest and busiest such” organlsatlon
‘n the country. Jack!s amusing accounts of some of the stranger aspects of rescue
~work also served to embarrass one or two of otr members who live locally and are
rescue teem mefbers. One such evént 1nvolved the unsuccessful (9) uge of explosives
by our resident explosives &xpert.
Next on the agenda for the evening céme the presentation of the Sdciety awards .
This yéar the Founder's Cup (awmzdled to ihé Person who has shown outstandinhg
dedication th the aims of the Society) Went t5 Mike Gill for his persistent endeavours
in the offiée of Recorder. The President!s Piton was presentel to Vaughan IundleSS
for the most meriforious performance during the yealT. ~
Next we came to the more seriolis proceéedings with the presentation of the "Dronze
Fowl on Wood Plinth", This year with few other Gontenders the Golden Chicken was
awardéd to Dr. Maledlm Green for hid various eets of ineptitude. The  "thing" was so casy
easy to get rid of this yeal that it was even unnecessary o fabricate eVidence
similar to that 3o prevelant in previous years. John Crompton camé a prétty clode
second bu congratulatlmns Maleolm from a”former Swher on 301n1ng the rather elite
group” of Chicken owner§. (ThSy don't just give it to anybody).”
* If is worthy of note that this yearsthe” orlglnal bowlér hat was rz-introduced
into the proceedifigs. Caleb Wadé expliined the origih of the hat and descrlbed how
he once defendeld the honour of the hat and thé& society.
“ The formaliyies now over there was ample time to socialise and enjoy the
“8xtension to normal llcen51ng hours.

-

Pie and Péa Subper - Sat 10th November, 1979% H.Houghton™

A fortnight bé&fore the event was due to take placem we were all ready to cancel
the pies, due £o thé very low respouse (20 replids including”2 prepared to give a
talk). Fortunately though we were Inuhdatedi! with last minute bookings. Eventually
50 had booked with several persuaded to lecture. In future years numbers my have to
be governed by the &ize of pans available for boiling peas in,. '

The general meeting precueJ*ng thé Talk-in,was, for a change, very well attended.
It would be nice if &very gensral meeting had this response.:

John McNeil started the Talk-in with a picture quiz of 25 slides show1ng mines in
variogs parts of the country - thc wihner, Mike Gill who recognised 24 out of the 25,
won himself a free years subs foP next year (donmated by John Me.).

“Johii Crompton showed a seleefion of 513d8s, choosing for his subject the Iake *
Distriet. The quality of his shot: shows that he has mastered his new caméra (well it
tas new when he bolight it). Sofie of his subjetts were very well known, but mAny Were
taken in places not so frequdnted by general trade of 'Thos Cock!,

Johfi Hodgkins was next with giides and talk about the*$and mines around*Castleford
and Pontefract in the W.Riding of Vorks (non of yer‘new Mbtro rubbish with"this kid).
Underground mining (by pillar and stall) ceased in thé 1940's when opéncast mifiing was
favoured becauge of its cheapness. The sand was much in demand since the industrial
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revolution being very pure, which made it ideal for casting and moulding cast-iron
and for the mamufacture of glass, A _
. The Dasal Permian Sands occur above the coal measures and are overlain hy the
Lower Magnesium Liméstone., In Yorkshiré they éxtend from Knaresborough in the North
to South Anstoh in the Stuth, and stretch Eastwards to Selby. The horizontal béds
vary from 3-feterdmes in thickness, the upper layers being of finer grains are the
most usual mined. , » C
The mines afe all at relatively shallow depths 6ften within a few metred of the
sgrface. In fatt guite a few gardens and drives in the area have dropped iuto the
old workings at various times. :
John and his colleagues also showed a 5 minuté homé movie that they made undér-
ground in the sand minés. Johh explained his lighting techniques, cofmprising in the -
main - bulbsFlyingFlpitBesBortress landing lights,Mini Hubead reflectors and ear
batteries - linked together by various bits of Wwire/stiing etc. (John assures us
that he showed 8id Perot his“idea and Sid promptly went off and made his TV series),
After”the main event of the day” = a supérb 6 coursé meal,comprising pie,peas,
gravy,mint”sauce,bread roll,cup of tea (just think Wwhat ydu missed) - Arthur Roberts
had brought §lide§ of copies of very old minifig photos. It's hard tb appreciate, in
mily eades, that todays pile of rubhish was at one time sfich a wealth of mining
interest.” In fact it was disputed whether or not sofie of the mining sites shown &re,
in fact, the same Sites that we know now. A very ifterestifig collection, that Arther
has obviously &pent a great”deal of time and effort collecting. (Anyone having any
0ld mining photos please let Arthur have a copy, send them 4o him ¢/o Deamish Open
Air Museum,3eamish Hall,Stanl&y;GCo.Durhdm.) : : S ,
"They always save the best +ill last" was Da¥id Ieonard's domment at the start
of his contribution. 3D complete with 'speecs! obtainable from the usherettell
Caving photos with a difference, shotd of levels and passages look ad if they go
somewhere and uhdérground formations take on 4 ndw dimension! - in fact lots of the .
audience werd at times leaning over sidewAys +0 try to lock round cofners or nnde®
ledges. The true size of puch things as stalactites wis mich easier*to judge*due td
the stefeoscopic effect. This type of piecture,*correctly taken, Certdinly puts most
others to shame and several members were keen to look further into (sorryl) the
subject.
As well as talks, photogriphs, maps,plans,minefals and artéfacts were on display.
Mike Gill the recorder brought several items fiom the records to give membefs some
ided of what we have. The whole of this was interSperced with fany cups of tea and
plates of biscuits, handed round by ¢heap labour daken on for the decasion.
Many thanks to all who participated and helped to make this yet another success.
Dook Review B
Cornish Explosives by B.Earl. 317pp3,113 plates.,appendix,index. Trevithick Society.
1978, £8.50 (+50p post and packing to non members).. : i
©  This magnificent tome détails the eafly frowth and fise of explosived as applied
to mining ahd quarrying up t0 the present day and is a trygly significant work.
Gunpowder was kkmown to the Arabs ds early as 700 A.D. ans was used in China and
India Before the CthC for making rockets and incendiary devices. Its fock breaking
properties were first récorded as"being used in a’mine at Ober-Biberstdllen, ndar
Dudapest, in 1627; blastihg in métal mines did not oectir in Dritain until about 1638
vhen gunpowder was first tried at Ecton Copper Mines,Staffordshire.
The ingredients of gunpowder, charcoal,sulphur,ind saltpeter imbued its

manufagture with ah aura’ of revulsitn and the sinister since originally salipeter
was obtainéd from the nitrdus exudations from heaps of decaying human ekereta and
similar détritus ahd condifidns for thid process were t6 be fotnd in hot,dry climtes.
thus ,initially, its impértation made it an expensive item. Uktimately, when applidd
to mining and quarrying thé sstablishment of gunpowder mills quickly followed and the
book deseribds the manufacture of the explosive through the mixing,milling,drying and
tglogsing! stages =punctuated with f¥equent ignitions and loss of life, v

: 1 lengthy chépter is devoted to the mafwufacture of fuse (8lways, irritatingly,

: spelt 'Fuze' in the bock!) which redlated the powder-filled straw or goode quill

% previously used to ecarry the flame to the charge, Bickford - whose invention this

wns = found his fuse much in demnnd sincé it was fmch safer and more reliable and he

quickly set up a*factory at Tuckingmill to make it. Bickford!s- invention was to

spread throughout the world and many a miner and quarryman lived to thank Jim for his
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humne d:velopment. ‘

SuhAequent- chapters deal with high explosives and dedcribe early experiméntation
with ni+ Pck$ycer1ne ~frequéntly fraughf with big unintentional hangs- and later
Noba1's wors stable dynemite ahd glncottoh. The making of these dafgerous H.E.
con:eceticnr is also dogeribed togethel wish the devices for initiating detonation.

Lutb~:wy coitpourds Such as fumelersise.ammonal. b izstine a.ud burowite are the
subject of a latér chapter and the boo’t zonaludes b outlining high explosives still
in use, ewra as the smnonium nifrate/fu=l oil eprOSJve Anfo,

The beok 18 copiously illustrated end gives a very detalled insight into this
little=reccrded branch of mlnlng and cuirrying. A minor irritation is the inconsist-
ennisg of spelling bat fining and 1naw,ur1al histozdang will find this work '
faciimiing - not to mention the I.R.A.LL

- R.H.B.

i qbove Dlrec'ory, publlshed by Ironbridge Gh”“e W"”ﬁum Trust in association
with the Association for Industrial Archéeolog? by Fhiliimore & To Ltd is now
availsble price to Members £1.95 inc.Postage etc. 411 ofders with money to J.H.
Mcleil 12 Woodville Rd,Brierfield,Nelson Lancs before 1lst February, 1990.

The Bryn¥elin Mine, Near Beddgelert Caerns, - W.G.Jones

Sheat SH 54 of the 25" Ordnance Survey af 588.478 Shows 'Mine (disused)!. Here

was the Brynfelin Miné and this paper seeks to add to the very sparse information tha+

opears to exigt abolit this entelprise.
~  Quitd oblivious to the fact that nearly 60 years were to elapse before he was to

retrace thosé steps, a precocious 6 year old skippéd happily behind fathe? and grand=
fairer down the Aberglaslyn Road. It was 1911 and the siiall party had just lunched at
Beddgelertts ‘Rbyal Goat! &nd were taking their ‘'constitutional'l. Perhaps "Grandpa®
had ulterior motives for it was he whd soon found the end of an old ropeway. Thi3 was
sited to the West of the road and on the gently sloping mountain which flanked it,

but a few hundred yards from the illustriotis hotel.

Although thé hillside was screened by trees afid scrub, iron stanchions about twenty
feet high and standing firmly in concPeted folindations could be seén. The ifon cable
which they carried sagged betWween posts but still earried some of“the buckets that had
carried”ore from the fiine to this roadside loadlng bay. HePe and there, odd buckets
lay on the groufid rusting. Thésé buckets or stoops seemed to & child "pos1t1ve1y huge"
but thére is little doubf that they Were "quite large", approkximating over ®% in length.

With the pa8sing of the years, it happened that Beddgelert Was chogeh as the"venue
for a Sunday motdring trip in Wales and the &lfresco lunch was taken at the first point
it was possible to pull in off thé road, past thé Hotel. The mind is beyond under~"
standing”in the multiplicity of items that i ecat 1ldgues and 'photographs!. Néverathe-
less that feeling of "been here before", can be quité awesome. There weré no

banchlons, no cablé and no buckets foF re-assurement..... but here and there, dotted
“Hlong 4 route werd to be seen some little piles &f concrete which at one time had been
foundations. Something clicked, and with cur1031ty plqued the search for some more
supporting information was oiil

The Librarian's assiitant at thé University College &f North Wales wis kind enough
to séarch through the Catalogue of the Se&vell Manuscrlpts in an effort +o track down
an Ttem of 1841-43, but this proved only to be a Settings book for the nearby Sygun
Mine. The prospect of succeSs seemed betier with the Driiids Inh Mss.where an 1853
repoit of "Copper Mining in the Beddgelert region wis tited. But this turned otz fo be
relAting to the Fridd Isa Mines, which had beef situated over two miles away to the’
South West and in any case was 'round the mountain'!. Of Bryn Felin there was no mention.

Tt wis a kindly Colonel Goodchild (6f Plag”Oerddwr) a local landowner, who when
written to, replied in such terms thit the mitter could hardly be regarded as dead.

The good Colonel not only cohfirimed the existence of thofe piles of concrétd and their
original purpose he pinpointed the old mine and stated that "he &ould ndt think of
&nybody now livihg in the arca frim whoi furthér informetion might be obtained®. is
the mine had last been worked in the later part of the 19thC, this all seemed to +1e
up nicely.

To the Record Office 4t Kew mist be given the eredit of coming up with the "last
word". Their Search Assistant routed out and providéd a photostat of "The Memorandum
of Association of the Brynfelin Mining Compzny Limited". Seven Directors had
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subseribed in t0tal for eighty five shares of £5 eagh and the company was to ehgage
in "dévelopifig the mineral resources and exploring the ground for copper,lead,tin
and other metdls in upon and undernedth the land called or known by the name of
Brynfélin in the Parish of Beddgelert". The Cepital was £6000 and the Board of
Directors headed by William HaWes,Estate Agent of Manchester, included a Mining Agent,
a Mifie and Quorry Agent, a Mister Ma“vlner, a Manufdcﬁurer, a surgeon and a

1Gent lemin'. Such was the optimiZm that prevailed in that April of 1861l. Fob some
Years nothing can be gleaned of the fortunes of the mine but by 1878 the patience of
the Regists ar of Companies wWas about exhaugted, fof in a letter dated 18th Jily of
this year, he complains of the Compmny's failure "o provide the required returns
for thé years 1862-1877.% 1

But he stiick 4o his guns and kept up the pressure and in response fo his
stdfement that the Company would be "Struck off" he finilly received the undernoted
letter ufider the signature of five of the driginhal Directors;-

"le the undersigned beg to give you notice that in cdnsequéncé of this Company
findirg insuperable diffisdulties to the carfying out of the inténtion expressed in
the Memorandum of Association registered 19th April 1861, no artiéles of associfition
were executed, no sharés issued and no party ever had any interest in *+he undértaking
besides us who signed the Memorandum and Mr.Edgar Williams Yarrow and Mr.Horatio
Wilson whd also signed the same, and it hag bBeen Pesdlied by us and them to abandon
the undertaklng and e therefore give you notice that the undertaking is abandoned
accoraingly "

This letter is undated but the London Gazette of 7 March 1882 carrled notice of
the Company*s dissolution. _—

One i5 témpted to say that never did so few, do so little, and took such a long
time abolt itl

Something obvidusly went very wrong at the ihception. Perhaps the &limate of
1861/2 was unprdpitums for the raising of Capital in another one of those Welsh
mines and investors had become wary and cried "Enough' |

More Information Wanted '

Does a,yone know anything about any or all of the following:= Jehu HITCHEN,
Mining Engineer: b) J.R.EDDY,Mining Engineer: c)S.EDDY, Mining Engineer: and
a) C.E.VARLEY, Mlnlng Engineer and Civil Engineer.
Also . ’ :
T The Society%s copies of some of the pre 1970's issues of the Newslétter have gone
astray. If dnybody his ANY copies of their own that We my bortrow/beg to eopy ours-
selves for the Society's Records could you please let us have them.

Replies for all the ahove to Mike Gill, 38 Main Street,Sutton,Keighley BD20 7HD.

NAMHS B

T Who? you my well agkl This is the nimé so far decided dn for the proposed
National body of Mining Sociities et&. At the innugutal méeting at Matlotk on 16th -
September 1979, attended by representatives from fiost of the major societies, the
concept of a national body finally looks like getting off thé ground.

A start was made by electing 4 carétaker officers consistifg of Chairman & PRO -
Dave Carilisle (EMRG);Vice-Chairman -Pete Jackson (AMMRS);Secretary -Adrian Rearce
(PDMHS Ltd) ;Treasurer -Ivor Brown (SCMG) All Societies represented chipped in with
£5 each to pay for any necessary exXpensés.

Two Instirance Brokers had béen invited to the meeting and are now trying to get a
good deal at Lloyds”for Liability Insuratee cover.

T+ is proposed to hold the 1981 Mining Cohference at Ironbridge,’.ofted by the SCMC
for 12-15 June 1981 (Prov) to cover Fri-Mon (the 2 outer days béing optiomal. In *
alternate years to the Conférence it is proposed t+6 hold a joint meet. We offered to
organise thé one for 1980 at Wanldckhdad for Auglst Bank Holiday.

The -next meeting to bé held at Matlock on 25th Nov,79 at 11.00am. Main items -
insurance, and draft Constitutioh.

Oh Yeg - NAMHS stands for National Assoclatlon of Mining History Societirse.
Annual General Meeting.™The NMRS one) s

“To be held on Sun 10th Febriary, 1980 at thé Village Hall Slckllnghall, Nr
Wetherby at 2.00pm., All members are encouraged to attend.

A1l items for N/L to H.Houghton,29 Parkside Road,Meanwood,leeds LS 4LY.



