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Saturday evening was spent bothering Harry, ‘who was trying to read a Cowboy story,
in between rdan showers. Eventually he was left in peace and the party adjourned to
the local hostelry for refreshment. . .

Sunday dawned and we found thé “earavan fleld below our campsite knee deep #n mud,
This field unfortunately provided an exit for dur cars. Attempts to remove Ken's ear .
using & Iandrover succeeded.in getting us ‘banned from the Caravan Club, whlch we.s
rathe.r surprls:mg s:.nce we had never heen. members in the first place. '
rapidly mprov:.ng weather. and st4y on the surface.. A visil was. fzbrst made - to the
Frongoch mine where several buildings. still exist although in despbrate need of:
attention if they are not to. det.erlora'he further, After: lunch:-the adjoining Wemyss
mine site was explored. It was here that the ore from Frongoch was later processed.
Our explorations were interupted by a wild native shouting at us in some strange
celtic lahguage. Our resident interpreter did a quick translation but I'm afraid
the result is unprintz;ble,. I can only-assume that this gentlemants sharp temper was
due to the famt that it is impossible to obtain alcholic liquor in Dyfed on Sunday.

The surface remains at Graiggoch Mine were next visited where the track of the

pumping rods is clearly indicated by the roller supports which are still in situ. @ -

Close to Gralggoch mbne ae the ruins of the hydro-electric power station which N
supplied ‘power to the Frongoeh and Wemyss mines. -
Glog Fach and GloegFawr mihes were next on the agenda where some very fine deep

shafts can be seen. These shafts are sunk énto Ievel Fawr which was driven from the 1777
village of Pont-Rhyd-y-Groes to de-water the mines of the area. On our return journey
to the campsite in CwmRheidol the portal of-Ievel:Bawriwas visited although an underz-

ground exploration was not;, made since the level -is bhlocked before it reaches any
workings. The only access to the workings mow is via deep and dangerous shafts. -

After tea, since Dyfed is dry, several members paid a visit to the mines in the
Rheiddl Valley. At Cwm Rhe:Ldol mine primitive attempts at hushing were mde .Sui'flce
to say these were of limited guccess and so a retreat ’Go the Rheidol Un::bed mines
was made. ‘

On Monday the weather was back to normal i.es RAIN. With the fond hope that the
weathor might improve, delaying tactics were brought into force with a visit to the

— FRheidol-Hydro-Electric power station and trout hatchery. The storm having failed to

abate lunch was taken at an inn in ‘Talybont-before proceeding to ¥strad Einion mine.

Several members descended into the iey cold waters of the level to inspect the under-

ground waterwheel, The water in the level does seen to have dropped considerably

since our'visit of two years previously, on this oceagion it did rot even reach

‘crltlcal depth! (not even on Ha.rry) Fpr those who have never seen the waterwheel it
is probably’ one of the most impressive sights to be found underground in Britati,

On our return journey to the camp the tips at the Welsh Potosi and Henfwlch mines
were explored by the keen members despite the torrential mitn.

For those who remained until the Tuesday the day dawned br:.ght ‘and-an excursion
was made to Aberystuwyth by way of the marrow gauge railway from Devil's Dridge. This
rounded off nicely what had otherwise been a fairly. unlnsplrmg Weekend. (Well at
least T enjoyed myself ever if mno-one else did). .

Note: I wonder 1i' Harry ever dig get those cows to Abellne"
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New M;neral D1 covered .. ,

A weviously undiscovered m:n.neral has been unearthed in Cumbria by one of our
members - Chris MOffl'b't of  Hwsex, ThlS pax'b] cenlar mineral is called TSU‘M_EBITE of
ARSENTSUMEDITE and is related to Conichaleite and duftite. If you'want to see what it
looks like, then Chris's sample now resides on dlsplay in the M.'Lneralogy Gallery of
the Natural History Museum in table-case Ales

At the risk qof starting another Klondike, the mp ref where 11-, was found was
approx NY35302343 Roughton Gill,Carrock Fell.. '

For those who are still read:mg, and not hareing it up the M6 Tsumeb is a mining *
town in S w JAfrica where the mineral was orlglnally found.' :

If you are preparel to lead a meet, please let John MeNodl have deta,ils of where
and when so that a programme con be arranged.and printed on your membership card in
December., John's address is’'12 Woodv:.lle Road,Drierfield,Nelson,Iancs BR9 58, ’
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Miss Nellie Kirkham (Mrs J.H.D.Mya®&) an Obituary.

It s with regvet and a great deal of sadness that I musit inform you of the :
death of ¥sllie Kirkham as we all knew her, on Monday 23th May 1979 at Stoke on Trent.

Nelile was a woman of many parts, an artist in the mid nineteen twenties doing cusigns I
designz fox costumes and illustrations for books.

Post, ,x?iaywrlgh'b and Droadeaster. Detween 1929 and 1939 sho had several plays
broadeast on the old Midland Region; some were based on old Derbyshire Legends,
others had a near secience fiction flavour and Iead Mines and Miners crept into them
more and more., :

As early as 1936 Nellie wrote a mnuscrlpt entitled "The Iead Mines of Derbyshire"
which is now housed in Duxton ILibrary with the comment that "this no longer represents
the authors considered views". From 1947 to 1969 with her great book on Lead Mines
and Sozghs in mind no less than 40 papers on the subject were published. Some were
dated and published in other journals and there were many smller items,

Sion = a"\d sections in larger works. Whilst the major work never appeared, due
ng restrictions than lack of material, "Derbyshire Lead Mining

13 pubiished by Bradford Darton in 1966, A

‘e in the Fis1d; she would come bustling up with her maps
remote corner of uprbyshire someone happened to mention,
wuz a tiny mark on the stone gatepost of the fleld in question,

2 an anecdote for that very spot.

vive Ls the poorer by the loss of Nellie, but she will never be forgotten

few 1 be the future works on Lead Mines and Miners that do not somewhere carry
a littie bl’t of Miss N.Kirkham in them.

Doug]as A Mash.
Publizntions News. -
DMI2_The Ming s_no_i: Cardi _g@nsh:r_re JR.Foster-Smith '

This volume is now in press and should be awailable in late October. Price to

members and associates is £1.65 post paid. Those who would like a copy and have not
yet_ozdered one are requested to contact the Editor as gocn as possible - R.H.DBirdy
41 Windsor Wallk,South Anston,Sheffield S31 7EL., (Order form wrbh May Newsletter). ,
. To buy a copy in the shops would cost you at 1east £2.50, o

DM13_The | M.nes of Grass:.ngbon Moor, A.P.Finch
Thig iz to be thes next Soclety Monograph for the New Year. Contddns a feast of

infermnilon,maps,plans and photographs brought. together for the first time under one
CovVela

M4 Mnmurs _1980 Another actlon-oacked (one hopes! ) edition.- Tontributions pleass.

DM15 The Teign Valley Silver=lend Mifed: 1006z- 388@1:C)J.Schmitz (reprint).

Dus %6 the kind co-operation ‘on of the author, the above title is to be reissued by
the oa 1oty newt years This will be a much revised and enlarged version and will be
availisble to gpeelal order (per the Newsletter) in a similar manner to Mr Foster-
Smi’t};’r* \uiwwm This title has been out of print for some time and there still exists
a considerabls demnnd for it. Members who already hold a copy of the first impression
- now a bif of a collector!s item~ should find this reprint of consideraBle :erterest.
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; jxwa'x by H.R.bham’urook are a further two *nonograbhs on file which will
the first available opportunity.

- em e ame

M Pufry Gurrer Brlggs died in Oslo, then called Christianin, in 1831, a fact
recordzd in the Mining World of 5th November of that year. His obitummy notice added
that be wag morne Af:ng director of Drigfs and Co.ltd., and a director of a company which

worked ihe [Oratsberg copper mine in Norway. His gneat greendson Noek Currer Briges is
an eminent genealogists

There were several Driggses comnected with mining in Cormwall. H.C.Driggs was a
director of Pengtruthal Consdls Tin and Copper Mining Co.Ltd.,Gwennap in 1877;
J.JDriggs was a director of West Great Work Mining Company,Breage and Germoe in 1874,
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‘and William Briggs, a woollem draper of Ileeds, was a director of Trevisa Mining Co.
Ltd.,St«Enoder, in 1859. That company had offices in Ieeds first at 5 Dank S'breet
and then at 12. South Parade L.

o o e J DrOOkeo
ggld Moot Regor‘b _30th June/lst July,19’79. L ~ H.Houghton.,° ,

On Saturday the Meet eomprised of & members, which proved just the right number o
for exploring and seeing as how two of these were wearing wet suits they were
despatched into landy level to see if it 'went!. Tt did, but they turmed back when
deep. water was encountered, but the level seemed to. contimue for some’distance
further. After inspecting the .remains of Crackpot Hall and the old smith's shop and
the crush:.ng mill remains, Crackpot Hall level was next given our attention. It was
here that we discovered that. a flash. gun“doesn't work after immersion in 2ft of
running water (it probably wouldnft have worked eithsr if the water had been still)
and that the batteries fall out of another if the battery compartment 1lid eomes offe

I tried to create interest in running a course on underground picture taking
where they all paid me a lot of money to show them how. I still don't think all that
abuse was called for upon: my mentioning the idea. -~

After lunch a combined assault was mde on Swinnergill Main level, where even
the 'Poisoned Dwarf! found it back-breaking having to stoop for sc long add so far.
Even being used as a pull through-cum-feeler gauge in'Biecorifice failed to stra:.ghten
my back. St:.ll a good time was had by all and the sun was stlll shln:_ng upon our no
emergence into the daylight.. .

Swinnergill Beck was followed down 'bo the .Jeld:i.l H111 Smelt mill, passing on the '
way the spot we were assured was the site of Parks level.

On the way back to the village the dressing arrangement near Low lavel was . :
photographed, studied, discussed, poked with the boot toes and generally explained,
to anyone who couln't work it all out for themselves. Surely this must-be one of the -
most compact and easy to work armngéments, as Woll as belng in 23 plcturesque a
setting as .ean be found anywhere.

On Sunday we had lost 1 but gained 4 plus 2 chlldren so it was decided to spend
the morning looking at Reldside. MJ.ll Tan Hill colllery and the Englne house and
shaft ete'at West Stonesdale. |

This latter was probably of most interest. The min part of the site comprises
of the shaft and engine house,waterwheel pit, and a drainage level from the pump in
the ghaft, No one had an explanation of how the. pump was arranged and linked and so
far very little seems to be known about this site at all. The pumping pipe was
visible among the bloated sheep floating in the shaft s 80 it seems likely that the
pump is still intaet at the bottom of the shaft. 250ft of wa,ter is all that stons it -
being aceessable and vandalised, . ’

The afternoon was spent looking rouncl the hill top at Beldi Hill 4rying to pin
point the various levels and shafts that we had not had: time to look for on the
previcus day. '

Additlons -bo Members L::.st

Full ’
P.C.D.0rears 4 Woodb:me Terrace Headlnp'ley,Leeds 6, - ,

S.M.DAVIE8 €0 Keel Rd,off Mizzen Rd,North Hull,North Humberside. 856730
HM.Parker”™ 44 Tom Iane,Sheffield S10 3PD. | , 0742 305113
GJRose .. = 25 Rateliffe Road,Sileby,leicester .. . - 8ileby 3402

ASURES. 30 Scargill, Iascelles Park,Darlington DLl Z;DP Dtton 2853578
S L.Westmcott (Mrs) 13 Alcester Road,Studley, Warks‘ : Studley 3675
L.MMNillies Hilderston,Dale Rd,M‘J.‘block Bath,Derbys. Matlock 4322
Mrs Woods (Family) 18 Cedar Wood Grove,SunderJand SR2 9EJ . : '
Associate A ‘

Mrs M.Aspin 2 Gaton Avenue, Iarkholme,Fleetwood FY’? gLs . Ftwood 6785

R.Hill T ! 6 Pitteville St.Portobello ,Edinbutgh ‘15 - o

Meadhurst Club of6.C.J.S.Dartlett,DP Reasearch Centre ;Chertsey Rd, Sthury 85533
o _Sunbury-on-Thames JMiddx. - : ext 8114

D SAVEENE tDovedale! The Street,Colton, Norw:.ch _ N'wich §C0531

C.J.Schmitz Dept ModernHlstory,Unlversity of St.Andrews, " St.And. 74426

St.Andrews Flfe ,Scotland KY16 9AL. .. ext 62
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Student,

M.F.Critchley - Geology Dep’b.,Roya,l School of Mines ,Imperml College s 01-764-7491
. Prince Consort Road,London SW7 2DP. . _ o .

N.Dickinson 5 Owen Walk,Foxhlll Sheffield S6 1AR. - L0742 346770

T Tweedy 22 Dannerdale Road,Sheffield S7 2ID. : -

Overgeas

A.Linters Centre for the Study &Conservation of Industrial Heritage,

Begijnhof 39, B=3800 Sint-Truiden,lelgium.
K.G.Carruthers 21 School R4, 0ldland Gommon,Br:.stol BS15 6PH. ‘ :
A Woodrow ‘Dunster Lodge sBurton by Lincoln. 0582 29084
of Telenhone Noe : . 1 :
b Rowan Drive  Heybridge ,Maldon, Essex C 0621 55433
T v.“w Ryr) attached to Mey Newsletter : -

Future Msets,

25/27th A August,Srg riiian. Camp and meet at MMS37658 10.30am.

£4.00 per head to J.H.McNeil, 12 Woodville Road Brlerfleld Nelson,

Iancs- B9 5RW no later than 22nd September, 19’79- Booking form was

included in May Newsjetter.

Barney hag offered camping facilities to members w:l.shlng to camp for

the night/w.e. His address is H.Darnes,Castle Hill Farm,Higher

Westhouse,Ingleton,. (OFf the A65 Just after Ingleton near SD6’72’;1'41
Shee'b 98
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at 2 +00pm. fol'Lowed by Pie & Pea supper.

If you have any slides,exhibits,photos,articles,plans, in fact a.nybhlng of
interest do bring th:m 2long and let us ge¢ them. We'could still do with a few
more shovt leewurss, so anyore willing please intimate on the booking form attached
to %’Ms, Newslietter. This is an-afternoon #gd evening dos -All 'olease bring a dish,

Tork and _spoon = most important. . - -
ts.see 1T we can make this do even better 'l:han 1ast yee.rll '
Photo 1om3et1tlon for the Julian Holmes Trophy will be judged by our President at
the ahove function and the trophy awarded to the entrant who in the oplnlon of the
judgeha.s =undtted the best photo. .

Blswk aud Wl ﬂe prinus only (any size), e.ll plc'tures nmst in some way be related
to mining; bhe all the en-trqn'bs own work and have been taken within the previous 12
monthse. There is a .Lmlt of 3 prints per- entrant to. be accompanied by 5p wathh of
usable stamps per pix, All entries will be: . judged and displayed at the Talk-in,strd
if you want them returned by post, please send a stamped .addressed envelope.

A1l entries to be sent to H.Houo‘h'bon,29 Parkside Road sMeanwood,leeds LS6 ALY
no later than 1lst 1 \Iovember,19’79.

Darvies_in Scotland - :

From Mining Journal 13th July "Dresser Minerals Internetloml has recently
acquired expicration rights on Forestry Commission land near Pitlochry in Scotland,
where, the company hopes, successful development of barytes deposits will aid the
Of fshore Supplies Office and the Department of Energy in reaching- their objective
of miximum ubtilisation of U.Ksproducts  in development of U.K. North Sea 0il,n

Duliie Bye at Ball Bye

From M'n,:,mg Journal 6th July,l‘?79 "The Deepwood Mining Company has announced
lrill holes completed in the viecinity of the old Ball Eye mine incthe
I\h-bloolr digtriet of Derbyshire, have returned assay values of 6.527%Fb and 46-92%
3aS0,, (barytes), toge’bher with fluorite and silver. A more detailed exploration -
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programme is now underway, ineluding a full investigation-8f the old mine worklngs
in the area. The Dall Fye mine was formerly the highest grade silver mine in the
county. Full planning permission was granted by Matlock council last year for
Deepwood to eonduet quarrying and mining operations in the area, and the first load
of hand sorted ore (averaging over 64% Pb) was recently dlspa.tched by the company.
Don't Forget:= ’ B

Bob Clought's Reprlrrt -

The lead Smelting Mills of the Yorkshire Dales and Norbhern Penn:mes should be
out soon

This is to be publlshed as a llm:rted ed::.tion of 750 signed cop:.es,and now also
covers the North Pennine area. It contains over 140 additlonal unpublished photos=
surveys= and mich new text. -

The pre-publication price ({ntil 31st Augus'b 1979) is £19.00 (#38.00) After
this date the price will be £25.,00 ($50.00). Orders or reservations to be sent to

R.T.Clough, 8toneleigh,Utley,Keighley. Cheques and money orders made payable to

Robert T.Clough and erossed.
Cffer to Members

William Hooson 1747 %;gegsl D_lgt;ogagya_ Pubhshed Wrexham

Hooson's dictionary robably the finest work on 18th century lead mining = °
available, Hooson emigrated to Wales probablyfrom Youlgreave,Derbyshire aiound 1'720.
The dietionary gives enotrmous detail of mining practise in Derbyshire particularly
for the early part of the eéntury. It is being reprinted by the Institute of Mining
and Metallurgy for gale at £11, Dy speclal arrangement it will be available to
members of NMRS at a pre-publivation priecs of £9.-Cheques for this amount MUST be
received at Peak Distriet Mining Museum at Ivhtlock Ja'hh, Derbyshire by mid-September
1979 to qua]ify
- Lynn Willies,
. ,
Book Reviews N I TTTT

The Alderley Fdee Mines by Chris J. Carlon

A 1ot of time has obviously been speht researching and writing this book to give .
a eomrehensive account of the Alderlsy Edge mining field. Comprising 144 pages, with
a well balanced proportion of plangs and photos s the text deals with the Geology and
History of the area, a description of the 1nd:4.v1dual mines, with a good reference
and Bibliography. ,

‘Included in the book is a short chapter about a phenomens that must be unique
to this area, the very high accident rate to ¥isitors who. in the past have either
gone exploring in the-mines, or else fallen down one of the many shafts ete;- an
example conoerns the mquest on 2 Stockport men who wers lost and subsequently died
whilst exploring the west mine, on Whit Sunday My 1929, At this period it was the
practice, especially at Dank Holidays, to place someone on guard and to barrieade
the entrances to the mines. The witness says "Mr Johh Perrin, who had been placed
on duty at the barricade on Whit Sunday morning to prevent people entering the mine,
was verbally abused . and then stoned." later that same day the ﬁonr was forced o:E‘f and
carried into the mine by a crowd of day trippers.

(Not much different now-a-days up and downil) :

This baok at £2,05 seems to be a very good buy that no home should be -without
(ours isn't).

Chrig J.Carlon is one of our members, another excuse, 1i‘ one is needed, to
support home industriesiil

Eeg._k]_ap_d_ - load M:mes and Miners., H.M.Parker and LWillies
Ag anyone who knows ‘bhe name of Harry Parker would expect this book contains :

many fine photographs. The text with each seems to have been deliberately kept to a

m:.m.mm, letting the pictures speek for themselves, just a brief historical note

being given for each.

The book gived the reader an idea of what lead mining in the Peak Distriet "was
all about", and gensrallses, rather than studies any one agspect in great depth. Map
referenees 'bo the sites shown have been’ deliberately omitted, some may say that this
is a mistake as more interest could have been gained by the reader with their
inelusion. However good ¥alme for-the price and should be quickly out of print.

Published by Moorland Publishing in a soft. cover for £1.,95.
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