NORTHEBN MII\IE‘. RESEARGH SOG]ETY

Newsletter November 1978 : 5 \L

"The time has come', the Treasurer said, "for you to pay your SUDS" “Fortunately/
unfortunately (depend:.ng on whethioT you're paying or receiving) ndéi: is the time to
renew your membership for 1979. The completed renewal form (gee lasgt page) should
be gent to Jennifer as soon as possible. However if there is any delay in sending
an acknowledgment of your subscr:.pt:.on please bear with us, as Jennifer is under
Doctor's orders to rest. : :

Forthoo _____g Attractions

20th_Jarmwary, 1979 Joint Lecture with Industrial History Section of the
Yorkshire Archaeologicel Sceiety, "Mining Archaeology Underground" by Dr.I.J.Drown
(author of Mines of Shropshire) to be held at Y.A.S. headquarters - Claremont, 23
Clarendon Road, leeds 2. Start 2.00pm. {Anyone wenting to attend and doesn't know
how to get there. just give me a ring - Leeds 758505).

Easter 1979 CormaaL Meet, leader R.Shambrook. ,' '
April 13th. New Consuls Mine Ltd 5 Wheal Tom; Excelsior Tunnel; Princess of Wales
. Mine; Captain Rickard!'s enterprise. Meet at :Ineketh V:Llle.ge 10am -
~ ‘ N.G.R. SX389738 :
April 1l4th. Holmbush; Redmoor; Kelly Bray Mlnes, "Pride of the East. Meet"at
Callingbon = St Mary's Church 10am N.G.R. SX362698
April 15th. Pencrebar South Wood (Rhodonite); Wheals Wrey and Iudcot. Meet at
Newbridge 10am N.G.R. SX348680
April 16th. South Caradon; Phoenix United; Vamning, Meet at Tokenbury Gorner IOam
N.G.R. SX281697~ on B3254 Liskeard/launceston Road. ' .
Bring underground gear. Camping.at Butterdon Mill N.G.R., SXR95662 where tents are
also accomodated; stores; shop; pub.ete. -
Members please make their oun accomodation arrangements.
The above should eater for both the ‘moles' and the mineral collectorsl

Volunteers for Meets 1979.

HELPY1l  Please volunteer to. le&d a meet - or at least suggest somewhere you‘d
like to have one and a campsite nearby if possible = and we'll do what we can.
Please contact John MeNeil, 12 Woodville Road,Brierfield,Nelson,lancs BDY 58W as
soon as pogsible , so that we can get a meets card printed.

- m .
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Iectgers
It has been suggested that Ve | complle a reglster of members who are prepared to

give lectures to interested enquiring parties. We wont guarantee that you will.
definitely get any bookings from:this, but we do from time to time receive enquiries
agking if we know of anyone who will give a talk. If you are interested please let
me know, including such basic information as subjects covered and the part of the
country that you are prepared to lecture in. Any enquiries would then be forwarded
to the appropriate member/s in that area who could then negotiate their own terms. ‘
Slmn.larly, a.nyone wanting a lecturer give us first refusal.
B N B H.H.

Horden Miners on the Ragggg (the follow:mg has been received, but unfortunately has
becore detached frém the credlts) o
Perhaps the most semat:.onal story to -come -out so far of the year 1910 at least
so far as a lot of people were concerned was the Horden pit riots. The trouble -
involving the miners first flared at Murton Colliery on Jamuary 2lst following the
introduction of the eight hour act. The miners and their wives and children stormed
the offices, 200 police, including a. cont:.ngent from Hartlepool were called in to
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quell the riot. On January 27th however, the dlspute spread to Horden where more
than 1000 miners stormed the village social club and institute, built 5 years earlier
bylthe pit owners at a cost of £8000, at that time the centre of social life in the
village,

.. The assault opened w:.th & shower of stones, bricks and every form of miss:Lle on
which the wreckers could lay their hands. When ’the ammunition wag exhausted the
erowd charged the club and took possession.. The ¢lub had 100 gallons of whisky and
15 Hogsheads: of becr in stocks, Champigne corks were popping like the rattle of ’
nmske'bry and everybody was smoking cigars: The full beer barrels were hauled out of
the cellars with ropes and the ends knocked in. They earried the beer avuy with
bottles, cans, pails and dishes etc. Women were carrying bottles of ale in their
aprona andyoung ladies and men were reeling under the influence of liquor. When stocks
were exhougted ths club was fired and the flames ’ feedlng ravenously on the spirits,
were speeczle in posgcssiona :

" The rioters had gtill uot uuﬂ_shod, for then they tumod thelr attentlons to.
Hordwick Hall at Castle Eden, the home of the colliery ranager Mr J.J.Prest. There
the miners seized the mnagers car before throwing it over a cliff, and a landau,
taken from the coach house,was, later found wrucked in Castle Eden dene.

Baton charges by arouad 200 poiise finally broke up the riot, but the damage toll
bad been heavys An inspsciion later of the coT:L:Lery oiflce showed that the mnagers.

and directors rooms had been wrecked.

The rioct did very little to bring about an end to the strike, for a.nother 16
weeks were to pass before the miners finally agreed to return to work - almost 4
monthsq.n vwhich the villagers faced pover'by and near starvation. -

M:Lke Goth, with his usual skill, had mnaged to palm off the wrltlng of his Meet
reports to others. The followmg has been submrbted by John Me,

Hilton Mact &/Sth J’uly,79’78.

This mect was reasomably well d:te‘lded. On the Saturday members: explored Dowscar
and Middls leveld. Some work was done clsaring all rubbish ete in the mines. Sunday
was spont rebuilding the entrance to Dowscar level’ which had been kmocked down by
burgiers. Weather goods Camping on Army bivouac site at Warcup by courtesy of Army.

Hilton Mect 12/13th Auguset,1978.

" During g the weekend anLDS level and Muwton flats were explored. 2 olrcular buddleS
were discovered by the gtream, Fordside Low devel was blown at the request of the .
army and also a’ small 1ev<al on the HJ_J.bon gide 'bo remove loose rock and make it
potent:t,ally safece. : :

Furbher' 'tO ssoesiboa

Fo'.llomng the report on Hennock Iron Mine, by Captain Jomes Seccombe,. of Llskeard,
dated 3tst Decomber 1866 and appeavinz ir iho Speptember Newslettar, Justin DBrooke
sends this further inf 31"7'7'{‘1(\1’1. -

| "Henry Bladchford lived in Tolprecooh of the ’oime'the report was made, and was
secretary of Devon Wh: al Fronses enl Tomnav, 1wo minss in ths Bover Tracey area. The
mine described by Seccorie was probab! Ly -the one:~ H:igher Dowéen Estate, comprising
the fields kiown as Challucombe (or Chwricombe) foud Field, Mow Field, Three €orners,
Challacerbe head Lorng #icld, the Ten Acres, the Eight Acres, Shapter Longfleld, and
Shapter Park. The lease of -bh:Ls property, worked as the Hennock Iron Mines, was
determined by the lessees in September 1855. The property passed in April 1859 or
later to the South Devon Iron and General Mining Co. Itd., and was worked as Hercules
Iron Mine from 1859 to the summer of 1860, wheh it was abandoned. In April 1862 George
Perriman of Hennock-offered to sell the lease-of the iron lodes; in about 1870 Hennock
Iron Mine was a¢quired by the Van Iron Ore Co of South Wales, It will thus be seen that
Seccombe's report-was made during one of the periods when the mine was idle.

.- Captain James Seccorbe sexlor dled on 9th April 1866, so the report must have been
wrltten by his son, who in 1862~73 wasrmmnager and purser of East Phoenix. M:Lne,
Linkinhorne, and in 1873-76 was manager of Marke Valley mine in Linkinhorne. He also
found time to be manager of Royalton Mine in St .Colmnb in 1868, His report on Hennock
Iron Mine was typical of its time: delightfully vague."
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retraced to another suitable hole nesrer the Junctlon.

“One hundred feet of ladder was lowered down and made fast, then egged on by the
meet leader, an eager young mah with steel leg (bionic?) descended ostensibly to .
lclear loose rock! and e- plore the level helow, After a lot of unintelligible shouting =
and moanings it was apparent that the shaft was blocked. The meet lsader then descended
to be gonfronted with a blockage at 851 down, a profitable ten minutes moving rocks
and debrls to one side revealed the lost level but the hole was not large enough for
anyone to get through.

The pair then ascended the ladder and with agsistance from the group, diverted
the available water down this shaft. Eventunlly the resulting rurble confirmed either
total collapse or comelete'reooening of the blockage, as no one would go down to see,
it reminins a mysierys

"Purther exp 4on was left to another day and the group changed and returned to
their respective vehicles.

‘The urge to camp with society members was then the undoing of the meet leader, who
attacked the steep hill out of Low Row with such acceleration, that the wretched
(wrenched) half shaft and diff gave up this world. Unlike other inferior vehicles with
only two wheel drive, as everyone knows it only remeins to engage front wheel drive
and off it goes. That is urtil the owner spoke of the front prop shaft not being on
or even in the. machlne, but lcunging in his garage a 100 miles away.

Many phine calls and even threats could not pewsuade anycne to brlng the staff of
life from Hull until the following mornlng. Thus as it startel to rain heavily a group
of aix not too happy men were preparing for a night spent hammering tent pess-into
tarmaq, when salvation in the form of a Scots wizard and friend in another laad Rover —
appearsd.

The useless machine was towed to the Surrender Smelt Mill, much to the amusement
of other meﬁbe s, and a night of heavy rain, high winds and Newcastle Brown was spent
' off the valley.
norning downed bright and cold, but with no rain, the meet leader shuffled his
respongibiiities ombo Harry, who Urotestlng but obligingly set off to lead Sundays
meet (what golden bird do they all talk about?).

The members found themselvas in Aricnzarthdale exploring round the new mill and
on the rwow Tons. Some Wenkor willed individunls, robbed the night before of their

ccohol:' %, rebired to the OB inn to avail themselves, Back at the cars the meet
leader: discharged his responsibllltles muttering about long distances and broken axels.

-

As a posbeript I would like to thank all the people for attending and especially
those who rescued my Land Rover. :

Villagers Win lead Mine Fight - from Daily Telegraph 23/10/78.

"Welland Minerals Ltd of Northampton, intended to extract barytes from the spoil
heaps of an old lead mine on the Cumbria fells near Appleby which elosed more than 30
years ggo. They were opposed by the v1*lwgwrsanﬂ.by environmental organisations. Now -
they hdave been supported by Junbriats dovelopment control committee who have decided
to oppose any route’ fur heavy iz o the old lead mines. The present access to the
mine ig an old bridle path %= ish the pvhlic has ripght of way. It was decided that
under no circumstances would ithey eivier ary other applications for alternative
access, The company could take away the spoil heaps, but they would have to do it by
pack hérse or helicopter.” '

Annugl Dlnner, Harefield Hall, Pateley DBridge. 7th October, 1978.

This function was attended by over 55 mermbers and their friends and, although the
service was somewhat torpid (who was it said "The first shall be last and the last
shall be first'"?) all present appeared to enjoy the ocecasion., Guest speaker Dr D.Prime
of Minchester University, instructed memhers upon the dangers of contracting lung
cancer from the presence of radon gas in iead mines although he was hampered in this
by emmissions of equally dangerous tobacco smoke which arose in great gouts from
merbers sitting close at hand.

The President, Mrs J.Guthrie, presented the Founders Gup to the "editorial dept"
in the shape of Dick Bird for his work on society publications; the Presidentt!s Piton
was presented'in absential! to Mrs Jennifer Griffin for her stalwart handling of the
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Treagury Offiee ( in appreciation of the quiet, un-noticed way she works at her task).
Thereafter began o wicked dngnigiticn By three Darmosters - with help from the
floor - in order to find o prime cont for the infamous Golden Chicken award.
Various hapless individuals were publicly chastised and degraded whilst a web of
half~truths, inexactitudes and £ﬂ1¢gu indictments was spun to ensnare these poor
souls, A situation indeed; which would have been an object lesson to the Marquis de
Sade. Apart from one ¥ety fine ex~Tol’ﬁanan, whose defence of a leading contender
wes unsurpassed, all p¥oSecutors were unmerciful in their accusations ~ even to the
extent of bringing forward photosraphs to prove their foul (fowl?) cases, Snakes—-
in-the-grass aHOLndeu* ‘
Fin&l;y howovcrﬂ

PRcyd

ad by soms miscarriage of 3ustlce, allied to
ter. the nwzrd for grogs nescience and
Sermrglers - one Houghton hy nome fOl‘
: soh it
i Bar, the evening’s
Efcer, merbers
and darkness en véite

iy
(S E. T

R.J.0ird and Mes, F.Guthrie.

 Talk=in and .Pie and Pea Supper 11 tﬂ at Sic kl nghall
B0 menbers and friends ath zo of culbure and gastroncomic
delight coming from the far fiung e g from,Fdlnburgh, Harlew; Hull;
St. Annes and all poinis inhetwsen sthampton ig ineluded here).
Who says its too far to come to Slckl
The afternocon started with the General Meeting, after which the firgt talk was
given by Frauk Atk_vson of Deamish Open Air Museum. Obvicusly a place well worth a
vigit, e 80, from ouw uo*rt of view, if they TOIAge to set up 2 lead mining
site wid ; o dontt let this put you off going.
‘“,30- ATBWETS “fferwards was that Beamish
MUseur&d Soattenpt to remove the Hydraulic
engine” f1
ngtgf o tnlk on nining in Derbyshire with
gome interoes the d industry grew, flourlsheﬂ
and dec L3 .
John ; wies over the past year.
Some would mall :Ing ridiculed in such
had tash p \{)’t] s oozen @hirrded to me either)
_ The - ghe ?y good idea of life and

woerking cov lmuk part of the time of

"the old ) SERae . : ; 2, shousd an ore hearth in use,.

The highlighh the a1 RS L oty *"‘s nightmare of pie and peas and

David with o sound track of folk songs

and stori
; TOWhy for the photo

istz cpinion was best. 2nd

= and lost,

i3, very good

7 of the

a0 instead we were

‘The Ksng of Spadest, )

: . - , vhey were peat spades .

: and not cormec? ; : + o fen s { nt .

The M Uopuies i same it, this film

* nearly hnd it 1 Tho title éxplains it all,

very good ena to an Lo onnehn and evening
Also on display were mineral ls, pmns fmd *)hotos, inc.mdlng all the entries for

uuvi'{u« alitils &, . gy _1_;,\,1{.
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the photo competltlonnT%anks to. all who contrlbuted to making the oceasion such a . -

success. Sue would like %o thank all the ladles (and Geoff Greenough) who helped
with the washlng up aIter Lhe Qa er.

" HlHought Ons

New Members as add:.tlons to Membe?‘& Idet of ¥ey 1978.

-Castle Hi Ll T*‘:ml JHS
5 Gai iy ' 20N, Tel D'ecaster 742600
mberside HULS

_' T‘»’G Tel FC 3582

g .

SN ’C 8IY. Pthead 849130
oA M. JONES <76
CALEVY Linvtaford 53895
M.J.LIFF RN R A
D.R.N"F‘T‘L:ETON revhampion  Tel Codsall 5242
D.R.NEAL ~— Tel Harlow 415844
S.A.RUST iSxeals ers, Tel HH 66967
R.C .SIMMONDS 68 Ldruw on qh« « Tal 01-693-5449
D.JWALLACE 25 Piper Roud,Ovinghan mheriand Tel 068133133 -
M.K.WOCD 234 Wigmore rond yHiznore Gall amn, Kent MES OIW. Tel Medway 32565
MJWRIGHT 26 Denesids Poad;leriingron.C.Dux han Tel 60755
Associate .
B.301D 27 Reediey 7109.«‘ tey Durrley Tanes
R.BURT Dept Economic History, Amory Guil: ding,University of Exeter Tel
Newton St .Cyres 410
G .RYBACK 42 Bell Read ;S?’,%ﬁ‘?*""*“'x-wm Kol MPIO 47
D.B.WILLIAMS ITrem-y - :
Qvergeas

U.8 .GEOLOGICAT, SURVEY LT BEARY .

e

NI ST
CORESTEL

Tel 33343

his way across the

’tlre: due to one of his

: is, I do feel a silly
(71ho was a really boring
crythingls going wrong
1t nagging. Says
‘n as therels
\zstal sett due
set” . "What a Joad of
oW mhen you're well off.
ot 2, "AhiY says Bob
'bo believe they're

too N She 's growan

"We‘vr
up fao't yer “knowi® "Core "e‘xcm_u.m,d Do_._%
gtull time".

- and chairs and this .. .-



-When Bob entered his kitchen, his wife was at the zinc washing her hair .because
it gnreTt of gine "I czn't fathom it out" she said. "Watf?" asked Dob, scratching
his ,:.Tpomon derlved from m:LSplckel) "Ilve a letter to wrike but can“b find the
stamps or my pen and. I know I-adit yesterday" said his better half. "Never mindd-

saoh, g}gea look when youlve i:Ln:Lshed dowsing your“hair but perhapsypodiec sucked
e ap in the (warb for 1t!.) vacuunm g':lena.“ replied Bobs and he grushed her to his
& 3 i on her mind. "By the way way love" said Dob’
agent 1f ever there was one - and he's
0, fv'; in the word gu“acopnane-rlebedqte......
Limonimouse (Sheffield)
Salient words underi:med for those of 1ow 1nte111aence1

P

Oldham 'T! type Batterles

A warning to all who use this type of battery.

As you are probably aware this partioular model if emersed in water f£ills up
through the vent holes. One ‘reconmended'?‘ way of overcoming this problem is to
plug these holes with the plastic ends out of Bic type peus.

THIS IS A DANGEROUS PRACTISE
.lt hes bezen foand that if tﬁeso plugs ave ‘inserted even after. the battery has
cged, pressure builds up inside the casing causing the battery to explode. .

iz the reason y\,u.h esnecmaa Newsletter editor was lumbered with his poultry
awari a2t the Dlnner o ’

i

Surely a special prize of some sort must go ’oo Meleolm MeDonald who Went %o a
wedding in Hartiepool , came to the Talk—in, qtopped long enough to have pie and
peas, and ret.urned to t.he reception,

Mine Ssfety

The lVomd:s mentionss in the list below are a few of the most obvious dangers
which w11l confront the explorer ci old mine work:mgs. ‘Many of these dangers are
not resdily apparent to the carual visibtor,

1. DBad air is often present in old workingg and this
since ius ei‘fects are often gradual and not appreciated wur
eseape « ‘ ':

A

8 particnlaxly :
c5il it Is boo 1

2s The older minss were of‘ten driven In sgoft groqrd for ease of drlnng, a.nd
such ground is novw often Ge and oo

) Jj(,...._\. UOJ..J.L"_,‘ae(, *

iytion of mud o water on the

3. An 11 “loor of ‘a tumnel may wall dicguise <
the fact 2 2 are open, but water filisd workings, winzes or shaiis in the
beenem of the dowe s :

4s Vhére a tunnel is dry underfoot, the i‘loor nay be set on old timbering which
was set ahove open stopes and is now rot*hed 'bo the point where it is liaple %o
sudden collapse,

5. Iadders and stagings in o0ld workings have probably been in place in a damp
atmosphere for many years and have most certalnly bocome robted to a dangerous s‘ba"be.

6. Old shafts are particularly dargerous, since even t! vﬂugh they may appear to
be soundly walled or timbered when Lookirg down from the to>, such walling was often
set upon a {imber frame, and this will probably be robten, thus rendering the whole

truciure wnsouni, In addi;ion, old shafts are particularly lizble to an
acenrtlation of either poigonocus or explos:Lve gases.

The evplovation of old mine workings is httle cove'r'ed by ary pwhshed advise
and asel ‘a.pce Lo those who wish for expssience. It iz not pos 5iblz in a few
paragrapha to cover every possible situation éncountered undsrground, but the
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follow:.ng hints are offered:=-
.;.NE_Y R exvlore old mine work:.ngs alone. )

_ AHJA te:l.l someone Tes pons:.ble outgide where you are going and what you-
hope 'bo achlevef, after ob-ba:Ln:Lng perm:.ss:.on to explore the mine.

3. AIMAYS carry. a candls or safety lamp m-bh you. Also have plen’c,y of matches
with you 1n a wa'berblght contdlnern

Lo AIWAYS test’ 'bhe a'bmosphere by 11ght1ng a candle or safety lamp from time
to time, esPeciallv if you feel no ventilation current in the mine working. If a
candle or safety lamp will not burn CIT ! AT ONCE. A carbide lamp will not
suffice for this purpose since it wii. e to burn vwhen the atmosphere is not
it to breathe. o '

5« NEVBER interfere with old hopaer moubhs or t:l_mbers ag they may be rotten
and d:n.s-burbance may cause 8 SeI‘lOU.S coLapse. )

N 6, AIMAYS keep an eye on the floor of ‘the tunnel as well as 'bhe top. Deware
of any open. holes in the i‘loor, as there are oi‘ben false floors around shaf'bs and
SUI"IPS.

7. ATHAYS carmj'é; stout stick or shovel :chf the tunnel has a stream of water or
soft mud in it. Uge the stick to poke the floor _ahead of you, as you go. A ducking
in such conditions eny weil be exceedlngly dangerous «

8e NEVER try to clinb up or down old ladders.

9. NEVER try to descend an old shaft or winze until a candle or safety lamp has
been lowered to ascertain thab the a:r is bresthahls,

10. ATMAYS carry some food ~wi dvink with vom on such explorations in case you
become trapped and have tn wo NS f-m ex-ariy wanerbight amminition tin is
particularly suitable for +nls ~urposz ; :
cheddar cheese, butier and sweet birculis,

11, AIWAYS wear suitable clothﬂng to protest you against dirt, cold or wet, and-
ATMAYS wear a safety helmet underground. Remember that all mines have = wary high
hum:Ld:Lty. ,

12, Remember that your carelessness in omitting any reasonable precautions may
lead to extreme danger or loss of 1ife not only to yourself, but to other persons
who may have to rescue you or your body from a mineworking,

voR

S - IF IN DOUDT -~ DO NOT GO UféDERGROUND

(based upon an article by J.R.Foster-Smith in N.C.M.R.S. Transactions 1, 2. 1964).

Metal Iapel badges .
Society badges can still be obtained from John MeNeil, 12 Woodville Road,
Brierfield,Nelson at 35p collected or 47 posted.

A MERRY XMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO i % OUR READERS

e e

All contributions for Newsletter o H.Ho .ghton, 29 Parksn.de Road, Meanwocod,
Ieec.) IS6 4LY. Tel 758505,
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