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DRITISH 'MtNING No .,l(J o "THE }1\::I)~S OF MONTGOl-~RY ANn PJillNORSHIREtt 
Pc<..\f: fi4~o inTtr ~~7-~C·~·~0t ;~~-~::f;s~~;; th;r,~~;:{'~;·ro-..li3~~3J:-;s of Wales is 

planned for p;-::~:tc:;.t~cn in. tho late .lbJ~UJ'J!l,.. As previo-.. mly: ~h.i~ willbe issued' as 
a. sepnra te .e:'ltJ. :;y anu. no't as part of members • annual S'J~)SCft'lp~:.wns. The next 
volnrne 1.-1ilJ, be :Ln .s:LurUar forr.1::~.t to Dr.:'l:tlsh Mining No 6 (EiB"'~-one-th} u An-:icipated 
pr:'i.r:e ·to mePbr:.-,~s and a.sson:'w:.t~:a 1.f' £J..,JO plus 15p postug·.:: > im o··o.:J.eJ: :foTm is 
prmric1ed 1.r:l.t21 -c~~=;1 nr?\J~L:~ette:'~ So:;:;.ct no money now sinGe ine volume will be invoiced 
'Ul)On pub lic11tirx.:~, 

:L,'"'.Q~;LQ§OQ. "~m~IJJ~;;J,~.;~t J.QS::.or~~~::t::u~J.c:Q 
ln U(;oorc1o.' ... 0-:: ~r:J.th ScciJ.c:': 2.?" the Hon Sec gives not.ioe of this proposed 

orel"lge to S·.?ciJ3 .. on 26, to be ;ro~cd en o:t ·U<o .Ar:.n1ml Qpne~:'D.l. Hoe{~ing in February. 
;?s-:::t:i.on 16 s:;n.::.!. :r..o,,J T·.;ood - 'I'he :rrr.:n•J.f}3G'<r:t ·Jf tho S:.Je:tety shr-D-1 be conducted 

by t 1.J.a comm.i:tt;ee 1,;ht2>l'~. f,ht..-t~l co;:~Bi" f o::"" Society of'fioorB ~ Th.;:-ee shall make a 
quor-um .. Fali :L.d :J.:.tes vYili. bo i.J:r: o'l;.g~t be..: ere tl1e next General Meeting. 

~--

Novembe.r Ge:tt:Qr£:1 .. M§,et.~~ 
T}iis has ·:)!".en u.l t~~recl from S1:2:rl'J.y l?·t-h Novetiber to SATURDAY 11th November to 

sto.rt at 2.00pm to prec_eed the Talk-in ot Siok::linghall, l\Tt'. ~-Jetherby. · 

m;M])';ll)j'4§ 
.Jll~:lv.fll..J>!nue!: .... 7th OctolY;Jr '78 at Barefield Hall Hotel, Pateley Bridge. 

Time 7 .. 0Cpm for 7.3Cpm., Oni.y £?,.,'75 for a 4 CGllrso monuo of troditional.Xmas rare. 

\ 

\ 

if· you'-ve ·lost·yo~-:JooK:'.1~fS J:\:PTT!"'·'f:';~cm .-.~--J~·4::~.r-~~~--seaol·4~,tizo~Y ·~~ ~·· 1 
of nrunber in party and f:.e.L~ E·oney to :MY'S J ,.Cf,:d:h:r<:teJ 186 Station Road 3Biliingham, 
TS23 2RT no later than 23rd Septem.'f:>er, 19784 Dontt ·delay its less than a fortnight 
away• 

The GuesT of Honour this year is Dr David ?.rime, Radiation Protection Officer, 
Manchester University. For those wanting to camp there is a camp site at Riverside 
Caravan Park, Lo.fthouse Road, Pa.teley Dridge NGR Sheet 91 SE 154657, and I beleive 
that caravans oa.n be had for the night at very cheap rates •. 

l:,h.Q.tQ Qomp~titicu for Julian Holmes Trophy'- for Black and White prints only 
(any size) held. on an a.nnua.l basis. The rules are very simple:-
Rule 1. The judge is always right in all his/her decisions, and has the :final say 

in any dispute. 
Rule 2. In case of any c.1isagreement Rule 1 a.pl)lies. 

It goes -without saying that all pix must in some sma.ll way be related to.mining ; 
be. all the entrants own work; have been taken within the previous 12months. There is 
a limit of 3 prints per entrant to be aooompnied. by 5p worth of usable postage 
stamps .~r,-..pix,.,A,ll._entries_-w.i.]Jbe clisplayecl and _j'lid~d at the· Talk-in, and if you 
wa.nt them returned by post please send a stumped add.'Fessed 'eniTe'l.6)5e. c .. - . - c 

All entlr.ies ~o be with the Secretary - John McNeil, 12 Woodville Road,Brierfield, 
Nelson, lanes BB9 5RW no later than 1St Nov.ember, 1978. 

-. . , 
:;- v 

I:,r~s!:.di!.n1s_T~l1£-in_a.ud_P,!e_and_P~a_SypJ1e!:, - Saturday 11th November, 19'78 at 2.00pm 
onwards in Village Hall;Sicklinghall, Nr.Wetherby. . 

If you have any slides come and sh<;JW them to us, similarly any exhibits,photos. 
articles, plans1 in fact anything of interest bl'ing them along and let us see them. 
We could still do with a f'ew more short lectures, so anyone willing please intinnte 
on the booking form attached to the riewsJ.e-eter. This is an afternoon and evenLue do. 
ALL please bring a dish,knife,fork and spoon.- Mos~ important. 

1. 



Next Years Meets. 
Meet leaders are required for next year, so if you are prepared to lead ll meet 

let us know where and when. This infornntion is required in good time so that a 
programme can be arranged and printed on your membership card in December. All 
replies to John Me {address already given) or any member of Committee. 

North Wa±es . ~~tll ·Spring Bunk Holiday 19'78. H. Houghton. 
When we went .to bed late Friday night we were beginning to think that it wo.s 

going to be a Sl:l1ect meet of 2 + a d1ild + a dog,. On walr •. :tng on Sat though:, we sa'W' · 
th·:; t there was no need to -vmrry t cos 2 more members ho.d nrri vecl dll.T.'i.ng the night • 
HcMever hy 10 o t clock 8 o£ us 1tJere rc.::ltly to set off, and o.;;; most l~c~d had a. very 
ear1y s~-L;.Y"t, it was decided to ma.ke 'Lha first _day o. looc•l tour in the vicinity of 
the can:D3i tcr;-- -

---- - ·r.::-011 carrip-tne trock:-up ~to the Prince -&1vJard slate m:~ne was followed, p:~.ssing 
throw;:~'- the old d:rss.s.i.ng shod nnd t.hence up a _long incline to tlw !dne itself (here 
being (~DJught up by the 9th member. of _the meet) ~ :Most of the wm·k: :igs are flooded 
and so, the time t.'ElS spent looking round the old 1-:r:rlJ/'i.ings for:r;-r\~"1lf.S the cent:ml 
features of the mlne. These are J.nid out in streets c,;1d it is possible to distinguish 
between 'l..Jorkshops and barracks, vYeighb:r-:tdge and office etc .9 because a lot of the 
bu:l:'J.:,_;_c_t~B ar8 more or less intact.. After lunch we continued across the head of the 
vall!3Y to the mines in Cwm4lwyfor. These were metalif'erons mines 5 and the t rook 
tappers 1 with us found copper, lead and iron ores around the shaft tops and dressing '---" 
.flours. A wet sme1ly adit vm.s lo0ked at but it only went a few yurds , likewise 2 
open shafts sou.nc:!.,..:d very wet, going by the dropped rock test. The waterwheel pit 
and rod/rope arrangenent to the top of what must have been the main sho.ft gave 
cause £or speculation before some of us Cl.escended via incline and tramway back to 
camp for a sunbathe and swim whilst others went for a walk up to. the ridge and 
sweltered round the peaks at the head of the valley. 

On Sunday we went to the se~ side for the day, to see the Granite Quo.rries at. 
l'hnt Gwrtheyrn. The sea· clii'fs here have been quarried for granite setts and 
_cbipp~,~Q],ine.e~~eJlel .. fi'oLthe .. top .... o:r the-~·~ .. ~·~·····~ ;,.ro''" 

interesting relics to the crushing and d!'Bssing plants down on the beach, thence to 
the remains of a jetty.. The heat of the day ".rm.s spent in bathing and sunbathing on 
the 1Jeach, mining activities being forgotten :)y mnnimous vote. On the way back.tc 
the cars a village, abandoned ··:hc:3n ·.the mine WD.8 closed, was explored. . . · 

The evening S!l,W a ·party. go for a· walk to ins l')fi(Yt the ·waterwheel and. pump and 
rema.ir..s at Gilfacl:l copperrnines; on the way back down looking at a couple of :I.e\i!els 
that l1id not go very far. . · 

Honday J being the last day for some; was spent in the Rhosydd ·slate mine, some 
saying it was too nice to go underground others that it was t.oo hot not to. The 
und8rgrou·1u party saw great chambers 1¥here th~ skte wo.s mir.ed, and climbed· 
incili::-s r.to look at :t!ll:u1nge arrangemel:tts and ~;::\.ter valves:- then to. gaze out of . 
nnssive cavern mouths into the quarry. After retracing our steps into .:the sunshine . . 
the elrtensive ruins outside the mine were eXplorea, before mking our way ba.ck to the· 
oars. The sun worshippe~s ~d a. trag .. round the s~ace . rennins in both the · 
immediate vicinity and others fUrther afield. · 

The mineral hunters then went to . the lead mirie . at Bwlch•y-Plwmb. These mines 
cover quite a,large area of hillsj_de, the· longest level i-s wer 80Q~rds in),e_ngt,h, ______ _ 
with nnny shafts and ·stopi3s':. Many o.f"the smaller levels a.re hard to 'find amongst 
the trees .. and br~cken,. t:h.ough tow:a.':r.-ds the ridge the vein is stoped out to the · 
surface in seYe:t't" .. l places" 'I'he. w.ll~-?y· sung with the sound . .or hammers. 

The last day was spent at the Dorothea slate quarry, at one time the largest man 
made hole in Britain. When it was being worked the quarry was over 900ft deep and 
the workings below this level were pumped by means of a' cornish beam. engine (now 
restored and preserved on the site) • This hole :unfortunately :i,s ~0\-1 nearly i'illed 
with watex,-, though is still quite an impressive sight. Mmy of the main features of 
the mine still remain; including the owners house {complete with stables and. tiled 
stalls, coach house and built in dog .kennels), ~he cornish. beam engine, engine 
house and boilers, as well as rema.ins of the blodwins (overhead ropeways to lift 
the slate out of the quarry) and workers .houses and mine bUildings. 

Future meet leaders please note, perfect weather can be arranged, with correct 
planning. 



Help Wanted I . .. . · . : 
: OXford and Q"l.rdiff Universities are start.~g an A,roha.eological ;r:esearch programme. 

to ·study the lead isotope ratios of :Sritish ores. Since nnny Bronze Age. a1'tefaots 
contairi lead it is thought that the lead iso.tope analyses· of: these could :.be .. .. . . .. · 
cornlated with those .of the orea • We have been t!l.Sked to help by supplyting Sa.mples 
of" ga;lena and copper ·ores from as mny loca:litias as possible. If you have any spare 
l'q!D.ps · and· would like to help please send your samples to the address below • Samples 
must be clear1y labelled stating where they came from, prefe:rably with a ,grid re;f • 
A siiiall pf'rce, about one gramme, will be sUfficient for the.uniV!frsi_t,1.ef3' n~~.~:i: 

gE:I'nd samples to ; - Mr c. Sa:lter, Dept of Metallurgy, Umvers.ity of Ox:f:orq_, · . ·· 
Parl<s· Road, Oxford.· · · ' , · .. 

. ~ .. 

N~t1At. the recent ~A-;d .M .'. of -the ~ouncil of Northe;n-Cavlng. Clubs it -was Stated that 
peopj;e~ are going down ,Mongo 'G:.i.ll Hole, Greenhovr without a permit, 'l1his. hole is often 
vis:lt~Q. ··by, N .J!'l.R,.S •. members no if you .are planning a viiit plea;.;e make sure that you 
g~ tbp~ugh tb,f1 proper channels a hi get a permit. And re:rr.orlber.H;a:t if. you're caught 
witp;O:~ '};ermission don't br:tng the Soci.flt;r's name into disroput~ •. · .. • . . · 

Hennock Iron Mine 
'-" fl~port by Captain James Seccombe. 

···Liskeard .. 
. 3;JSt December 1866 .. 

Henry BlluJ.ch:ford Esq. 

s!r ; · . 
.. · ,Agreeably with your request, I have nnde an inspection of the Hennock Iron 

Mine 'and beg to h"lnd you the follo'lrHnr: m:;c.;_s:O-t thereon, 
This sett is situated in the well knuw:~1 iron bearing ground to the north of 

B()yey Tr~c.ey, and has. running through.~~~A·~.la~e i.~·..-c::·•T!""'r~-~~ 
fo:r"lller proprietors worked ·or;t the back of this to a considerable extent and sold 
the~f'rom an immense quantity of iron ore . of very high percentage, and I learn that · 
notwith.gtc"ltnding their having to cart the ore to Newton and forward thence by boat td 
Teigiunouth for shipment, they derived great profi~ therefrom. 

Hqy;C.ng continued their operations as deep. as. the water would permit of they 
brought _,up an adit from the lower part of'· the sett and co!).tinued this for a few 
fatho:rriS after which it was abandoned - probably in consequenc·.e of a depression in 
the t:j:'ade at that time· and the r;~reat e~-pence of .¢1lrriage - before the rU.n of ore was 
·'t"ea<;lh~d. Since· that time a :t."'l.li.::.w<iy has been opened .from Na1?t0n to Mortonhampstead 

'-fJD.ss:l..ng within a very shol't distance of the pror)erty, by wb.":.(\~1 the i:r·on can be taken 
at sm?,ll cost direct to Teiemnouth, thereby saving sufficient in cartage and haulo.ge 
alol}e •to kave a good profit.. . 

Judglr;tg f:r·om the size~ character, and 'produotivness of the lode where opened up 
at th~. surface$ I see 9-o reason for doUbting the statements made as to former 
wor~lJ.gS 1 nor that r~turns equal to anything previously done ,M.n be made if not far 
exceec1ine~ To do this it will be necessary to open and drive up the adit level which 
course. I recom..mend being adopted; by doing f:JO you will be enabled to work Without 
machi116ry 1 D.s -it" Vtl:ll 'both dra:I:n-' of'r tne·wu"te?'--a-nct~a:cl£"-nsc a:n-aut.Tet for the ore-, ~ n 

thereby savitJg the waste and damage of J.n.nc.1~ nnd the cost of pu.mpiing, w:tJ.ich open 
worlcln[;s; ·as formerly adopted would entail" .. 

ll.f:-c.er mn:king darefrJ.l etlquiries of those who were engaged in the late working . . 
and who have now no ir~tereat whatever :in H, a11d comparing their .statements with what 
I have been enabled to see f'ol' myself', I hQ.ve rirrived at the conplusion . that a . 
Capit::J.l of £1500 will be ample for all !'G~luiremer+ts to drive up the adit and bring 
ore to market, and that when laid . open ret:u.:..~ of' f'rom 4000 tons to 6000'tons of: iron 
per year nny be calculated open, at a profit at .the lowest Mlculation -or 3/- to 4/- ._ · 
pert~. · · · 

I am Sir. ·, 
·Your Obedient. Serva.l1.t 

···! · James seooombe~" 
' .. 

~ I '-• .· ' 0- :",, 
. . . 

~ Note. At thi~? .'time, services of experienced rn:i,ne Captains were much· in dennnd for 

~- . 



consulta.noy purposes; eg the follpwing ~s· have a'·seccom'befs shaf't, ~t .~d~, 
Phoenix United • .. ,. -.. - . _ .. : - ·· . .-. · .. . , ~- ·.· i· -

.. ·Duriilg tl.iia time·, Captain Seoc·oinbe. lived a.t Pel'ldowery, ·on the 'l'ok;enbP+'f/UI$QJl . 
Cro~a.·Road i.e·. the Liskeard,/la.Ul}ceston ·B3254 -ideally situated for the W~~:t 
Coun,try mining area. . ' . . 

' . . . R. ~F~Qlf, .. 

. . , 
The Old !1§tal Mines of Wales ·- . ·· . r 1.\t a reoerit well attended meeting at Dylife I offered to pompJ.le a list of :all . 
tliose with ihterests in the ·old mines of Hales. The slil.ggestion was welcome(J. a,nd w.il1:, · 
enab}? contacts to be ma.de aruL.sup;:rort._t.o_.be drawn for protection of sites., eti3,.., · .. ;·. 
should the occasion arise • · 

If. you wish to be included7 under the heading 1 Interest 1 ; please ~c.a.t.e General, 
Industrial .Archaeology, HiStory., Underground EXploration, Mlcb..inery :1 ·rte:stofutiell, 
Minern:J{; etc .. , also any pa.i7'ticular ai.nos or areas, plus any societies or clubs .... w$1ili 
allied interests to which y·ou belong Q · 

.The ,list will be circulated· in due. course o Please enclose a ':S.%£llllped addressed 
envelope with your rop1yQ 

DJ.''/~ .. d iJi.-:;k, Tl':l.e Peen: :bu.se ~.Newent :>Glos ,, 

Help Wfmt~i~ II 
Frances E .. ~yne EJ.liott warrts help with the. :fdlv .. ring:... ·'--" 

"•••o I h~ve been wondering if any research has been done on the Parton Hematite 
Iron Works, owned, I +Jti.nk.:i> by Blair and Vance .. This is Parton,Cuniberlanc1., I should 
be interested in leaY:"ri."t.ng anything known of this company which, I beleive, was in 
operation about one hund....""'ed years ago. n 

.All replies to above at I3urrenco.rragh, Birr Point, Ballyhalbert,CQ. Down. 

-- ... 
J.T .Crompton. The GraJ?.hit.L9E ... f1BEP:"l.go M.i~~ Borrowc1_~~ o· 

A d. -1?.,. "t; ct,r)·ry •A' the N.Ow-., 
- ~':.-~,;:;;'"':;:_;,~~:~'---:--:-~·~~-~-~ ~~~~-;-·· z~ ~.o-:--.: ---''<'-. -- ·~~- -~: _-o_ ~ -, --..;..-- i- ---~~- ~-- ·.-- -~-=~----':;'Y-:-::,;_~7~.:'~-:::-~-:::-~n.._..-~;::~~-~~~~~~~",..:;c----- "7~-::c--~---- -

LJ.,, h;) •. ' c.~;'lgJ..na1.1.y ;x;.iongea "tlo "GOO monks of Fu:r.r:u:h=' 1\'De;y- A:fte~- .... '>' 
disE•oJ :;~·•)nn o.f ·t';e monasterieB -it wa.a granted by James I to Tr.J:r1":if'" l:.fl'itY. ·,:.., ,,.11d 
Jo~.n ;i,-.;.':'.fln. 1;l'.ho .by ~ deed dated 28th Novemb~r 1614,·. s9.ld an::1 ~~~~,.,~·721~l· ·t~;~~. I~c.L:'0:c· 
exoo17t ·che Graphite Mine to Sir Wilfred lawson and thirty six otho':.; A!~<.:::{ .. that 
time!' o:? soon af'ters :T.rhe mine became the property of Sir John D"'..r·.:~:::·. 

The Graphite found in this mine is remarkable for its pur·i~.:;y; indeed it is 
unequalled by any other of its kiruft in the world. It was at one time considered of 
such ~Jortance as to merit a spe~ial Act of Parliament for its protection, which 
was passed 25th George II cap 10 and states 'that the mineral is nece~t'l:\ry for ''divers 
usefel purposes, and more particularly in the castings of' bomb s?-ell ::-"Ulld shot, "-.../ 
and cannon balls 11 and nnkes it felon 11to enter u.nlawfully any mL11..e, c:c 'K].d hole of' 
wad, or blackr.ooeawle, commonly called black-:j.8A.d or t.m.law~r~iy 'tiling or carrying umy 
any wac. etc o, th3refrom or buying or recei ~ng ·Lbe same knowing it to be unlawfully· 
taken". NeverthE:less a trade was carried on bet~n miners and certain Jews who came 
regularly to the George Hotel in Keswick to buy it. 

In the year 1800 it was deemed necessary tha.t a house should be built over the 
mouth of' the prinipal level~ ancl annod men were kept on guard there during the night. 
The miners were st:r.-:tp:;ed and ca:rc.f"..::.::.:;.~~ 2:;0..rc:b..ed 0~1 lc'3a\ring theiJ:' work ahd when t:ne~· -·--.. ...~. 
graphl te was serTt to the co:n:qJa.ny 1s w~·eb.o\1.8C ::r, D:..:::·:l.)n an armed escort accompanied + 

it as far as Kendo.l. ·. 
Tll3re are eight or more veins in the G:t'D.l)lrlte l~ .. ne, and these .t"n'Werse a somewhat 

pecuJ.ir."1.r rr;ck f'o.rmation, consisti~g of a d:-;ke of' I?-ighly altered diorite lying between 
two nnsses of cgnpact blue diabase. T>,:. · h rooks on both sides of these intrusive 
nnE sus are greatly :rnetamoi'J.Jhosecl. The. 6.Jj..~ · of diorite extends about 300 fathoms· in a 
N .N .vi. an.:.1 S .s .E. direction; it contains nmnerous qilartz strings, and on one, if not 
both sides, it is bounded by veins. The Graphite occurs chiefly in the blue diabase, 
but partly also in the diorite and ash~ Its origin is involved in gmat obscurity, 
consisting as it does almost wholly of carbon, it must have been derived either from · L 

vegetable or aninnl nntter, but the rocks of the volcanie series contain very little 
carbon, and none of the heds of pkidda.w sllite met with elsewhere contain more ·than 
a fraction of the quantity required to account for the masses found in this mine • 

4. I 
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The. deposits of Graphite are not found in the ve:ms, as is the _Co.se. with other 
. · n:i.r}era:ls, but in sops or pipes o£ various _sizes at. some little .distance from others. 

Mqlt4.tudes of. strings, glazeir with graphite diverge from the • veins in every clirection 
a4d !n some instances run para,llel with them. Soma of the strings termtnte at a short 
dl,.stunoe from the veins, while others extend six ·or eight fathoms; and ;tt is driving 
a~on,g t~ese strings ~~t t~cl,epooits are found. . · . · . :;. +n 1778 the pz?.:cE! WaS 30/- or .. £1·.50 a pounG,. Between 1778 ail.d 18J2 casks of the 
be;;~t graphite rea~sed:£251.6s lOd. . . . . · . 

·' h-ound 1833 th:e penc~J/.manufactl.lres fou,nd imported graphite .could be utilised 
.for: n:P,ki.nr; pe·nc:tls at a ohea.'1~r price, so :J_t.forced the mine in.a decline. Although 
th,p lW.ne hus been worked ·[~i i:ntervo.l..q since 1833 and a consider'll'ble extent of 
gr/'"' 1 "";" '""')"'ered r.o ·"eD' n~· ,·.~'- ( ·t' .. ~,,..,J':un I~";··· ''e'en fo"'~-'1 ' , ¥.v~·:-·'· v .•.. , U f~...t~"·~v :·<· >1 • ..,!.-. P .t-.;-;'")-u- ;UJ....I.U• · 

, . John Postlewaite. F.G.s. 1913. 
~t:.:<..J~p£:-·:;;, J.:OLl.~th -~~"-tlE!.~i; , .. , . _·. . , ' · _,-~-,.,..¥~-~~_. ... -:·· ,.:.,.: . . 
' -: :fht3' nC'<t' ;_.' was·'ye~y suc.icss'fi1r·wit1:J. about 20 mem.'.x?:i:'S p::-··eserrb ·on a. sunny day • 

A,ftt;lr ·~t ~-;h.o::'t ·t-:n)k rd.orig tho i::Lver barik -,:e C'1imbed the feJ.l to 'thq second level 
· -~,;~..-.,;;,.~·-·"·" ,,.; . .,,, .. ,+· c/;:.,-J"'t · r.>""i ,j.·l t!~·'·b ,.;+ .. , 1..,~~,..,·' t.r. ,__, •. ,-~+ "":.,·:·'- h -re to· """'t the e!.,{ .. :.~.o<:.,.l..:!,.,,_, c......; c:..; ••• ~-0·.--E•., / •· .. ..[_, ,Cd,J~ .... c._.. '..:i4-····e· ,;_;). f ... v~__.....~ ••• ). V¥8 .. uu.C. a -SJ.tO.-~•J ............... 1J .J.€ GV 

blocd pump back "tO ~o:r.nnl.af"~c-or · i:J{0. sho0k i~ hnd_ jus·t ~'ae~:;i..vedc '•Je entered the .level 
ir·t o <:tp.k"l.e deep '"'+nteJ..~ with cp;cLte 1:~. c1rnug~Tt 3.r:-~s1;ling cnt of' the 1'-?1/eJ." i::.fte.r· a::)out 
50yax-ds ~~Jo cam:? 'J.>:'~.,~;,x:n !.1nt,hon:ys D:tift u.~YJ:.'.t :)Cft long,, Th6 :· '~ ~~';: 6.T'i f't wa.s on both 
si.C:~3B·-~-Pt~ ±-~:::19 lr:::.,.~:-·ai tlnCL.t:o..iler~. s·-tey(;i:~3 I?r5.f~tj" Qoth ·lJJ~1n11t 5-C,~f; 1.(J:i1Ct. ·. , 

Our next opc:n:.tne ~n the le\rt31 .:ts o.b0ut ::.50yc1s i.n nne::. ts callec!. the-· Grand Pipe. 
~rt o~:t'J;:):S .from the St!.ri':'a'oe about 1-:;o:rt tab~ve Gilbe,:r±-s ::.eYt3l ahd passes below the 

leveb ·b:.rt a :fair pil~ of rubble cov·G::-'s it and co:uses. a pa.rti.al blockage of the 
le"'rG.L, Af"'~er ducb.L;.c; i~x;e:::.er a flmt of' wa.te:r.• th~ end· of the le'll'el :ts about 100ft away 
arid d.'Lvided to lef~; c.:nd right:; the ::.oft endir:tg in a pipe i'!~i l of Wa.ter which we 
6ouldn1t pass o Howcrver qUite a bit· of: ·time was spent try:tng to fill it up with rocks2U1 
On not being able to build stepping stones 20fi high we eave up and returned to the 
entrance where we ware joined by some. n::rre members~ . 

· ·A$ we walked up the fellside we climbed up the' dumps accompanied by the thump 
of ~rs on rock(the geological seO"I?ion of the society) and some small pieces of 
Plul:rib!:lgo we:e :fo~. T~ next level called. Ji'arey~...Si'ta~..os&es~ ''<frn:nd Pipt:rtmout-~· 

. 30ft froln the entrance. It . causes some dl±':ficulty because footholds a.re scarce 
. altho\lgh one could jump L . The braver members fixed a top rope rotind the holly tree 

amd, ll.bsiled 30ft from the surf'ace. 
Tijis is a. very comlJle:X ·part o:f the mine· ~th drifts and pipes going in all manner 

of Cli,;RedSons. We nnde a brave attempt to follow. all the pipes but some were too 
deep i;o climb without proper eq'l,lipment ,; :~·c:.:ever at t,Pis point we had some light 

· reJ.ifJ_~· U}lon descending~ pl:;?e oalled 1Jabf;l" ?.i}Je .(it speaks for itself) Dob tYogat 
Guthr.ie su.c::;eeded in placing people'$ linibs and other parts df the anatomy into 
1osit~ons they' were just not made to go. O;~csrs are now bein:g taken for appliances 

-to cor':re::;:!. all ilJB NOTE trU.ss~s etc etc,. oc '"' o·,.,. •• · · 

• l,'o:;:;c ;,~ :-nc,·ifBd f"u:;:"tl:er v.p .Se~a.tolle:v 6o:rnmori to our r...3xt le1rel we passed a collapsed 
leve;J;, called Gills staee .• ~ next Jevei Hnrrisons Stage proved rpite 'extensive with 
bod~e~ appearing ~ ?-11 _nnnner of positions. We sent our h'lll!nn fly,: Vaughan la.n<lless, 
tlu-ough a snnll hole in the roof of a p'ipe, .the pleasant part of the clilnb being the 
wat·~~'pouring through the hole~· H:owever it l)roved thnt passages exist above the last 
opep !iilntra.nce to the mine • .· . . . 

~,1!.$ we oa.me down the .fellside the discussion was centered round the first level 
whiQh;;~-had ncte--en:tered; ·a:lt1roilghwe·mu~J11l.t was open;Te- stol~)i-led by"t1ie- -~­
ent:t,·a~e :tn the trees .fox" abbut -~ discussing this Robsom level which was supposed 
to ho.lie been wo:':'ked under the other claims. A look was had down the level and o. 
supe:t6hat'ged Johri. Mlc was sent off through the 3ft deep water .followed by three more 
stalwarts, including yours truly. I have only one thing to say about this trip -
brass monkeys would have been very proud of us. After all this suffering the level 
ended in a collapse about 250yds in. I don't know how far it goes but it could be 
wo lr'lrh a. dig. 

Thanks to all who turned up and nnny thanks to .J .D .J .Wildridge for all the 
information on the working of the mine. 

Sunday was spent looking around the slate mines at Honister pass. These mines 
are still worked for Cum~erland State for use nowadays mainly for decorative tiles 
and slabs etc. 
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Tourist Pit·.;.stop ·Daily Mirror._ 24th Auaw:rli·, 1978 • 
. : The l40~·yea.r old Dhatterley..:Whitfield pit at Tunstall,Stoke on Trent 1 is bein~ .. ,_ . 
ope~d up as the ~ountry' s first. underground colliery museum next Easter.~ : J ': ~-

Mine TeSttf bid Ne~le Journal 6th ·.rune, lo/78 . . . 'd 

Yesterday a .apokesnnn for London based Selection Trust ·Ltd revealed that ~t is 
ret),dy to sink at least £50,000 into test drilling and surve~ near the old 
Settlingstones witherite mine. The trust is seeking permission for test b~ holes 

. on land at Haydon Fello · · · · . 
. Hovre:ver. frbm a later edition of the paper -11 Mr Dill Sm.i.th of' Selection Trust 

said, II gather the water authority have got to look a;\7 the thing as a result of 
soJJJe objection that it n:ay interfere wi:th the water table 1 , 11 ~ · 

·. - . ' . . - - :;..,~ 

j& to-~~t triP; fitto nrl~, -The_c1~y the~ last_ Il(aWSll!bt~.dgapi§i ~~-thil!~~-~~c1 
in \)ne o.f the West CUJTh'Je!:lo.n.d papers • · · - ' · 

Plans to open up a dj_s1..1s:;d I.o.kela.nd lead ~ to the public have been kicked 
out by the Lake District PJ.anning Doard., 

No;,rs .from Wanlockhead W .. Harvey 
-'The Miners I Library, an important part of the lliseum., was re-opened on the 

,'r 

12th .July. Its renovation has 6ost more than £7 ,ooo, a sum Jnrgely dictated by the .. '-' 
work needed- to repair and rebind most o:f the eighteenth century book stock. As well 
as these vnluatle indicators of social history, the Library will house much o.f the 
Museum Trust t s own archive. · 

The s'I.Ullille:r. field work has been J.argely in the Loch Nell mine., These old workings 
. , -were .first opene<l by the Quaker Company cic J-720 in an attempt to reach the ore ·in 
· , the southern (1nd of the Cove Vein. The level was abandoned be£:ore any ore. ~s . 

reached, but work was restarted by Grauford and Co in 1793.. They were successf'ul1 
and between 1802 ancl 1835 ore was mL11.ed to a dePth o£ 50 fathoms • Operations ceased 
in 1860: but lJa.rt o.f tho mine was kept open as a.· way-gate .from the S'trai'f:isteps adit., 
A .§.Ji!:t!V,:'f:J&t~ .tl~t~.£~G~ .. ~·~in&.-~,..·b~•.ttk>·. __ Q31~11SI•ln~aiiii!&B:!!l§Lif~·:i8ge;~~--~-c~="" ... f 
assisted by Jerry Landless. . · 

The -Museum Trust intend to open part o.f the level to visitors, and an effort 
was made to ha.ve some of the entrance passage ready .for the Open Day. To this end a 
great heap of deads had to be cleared and a dro.in hid through the po:c-·taL, All this . 
proved very heavy worky but v.rith :b..:drculean effort it was finished, and· 150 visitors 
were taken in. Howmre::c m.::.0!.1 remains to br_ done before any extent of the 'level is 
safely open, 

The Open Day proved a ereat success and visitors joined in. Golcl Pan."line, . 
Qud:ting and the anc:~cc:~ sport of Bannock Hurling. (You tve never heard of itt Come 
alo:~g next year.,) 

~t ¥e.J2Pr:t.Ml'·;~L;:::,~}~ Min~ 24/25.th June.. R.H.Dira • 
. 1lfter sons <CW.y caused by the relocation of camp site to meetin8' point, ~ 

party of eight EK.::rri'le~s d:rmre to the '· :ltc o.f Mill close M:i.ne and started by inspecting 
Watt ts Shaft 1.;rbc:•~0 an. o"'.rl~;'" N(it'''":>InGr. ' :--)~1e was first installed in 1748. latterly 
the en[Sine :'lcu·c belc~ a SCJ·1 c,··J:::.:"'E ,.:mc::'..'-'u ... ih~en Old Mi11c~QS§l mine was JJ.~,~ yqr.k.a.d.... -
by a,· z'larillf; 1:~1.;,:_ C11GC'-8Stlfu.l m:~t:rep!~GL.:J• .:'' ·' ttr 1},: tSS ... A Wt~Ik~wa.s theh made th'c'JUgh the 
wo1•ks o.f ·:L..' ;:'--'! E.tf.:,hoven Whiqh now c3cupy t.he ·2it.e of the 2oth century Millclose 
workinge. 9 m.1l i:lTI"?,ou.gh chest high ter:z-airi - evil r'lett.los and the like ..... to the tail 
of Ya:liestoop Sough .. T~Ji..S connects >·JJ:;ll the punlping srnfts at 'newt M:tllclose Mine and 
was driven for a considerable distance to·unwater Yatestoop mine ·and tb0 Elton are~. 
After lunch, the pa.:rty collected at Knowles Mine open-works on M9.sson h:.:.ll and . 
wa.lked to the rear entrance to the lvhsson Cavern which gives access to about fi"Ve 
miles of surVeyed workings beneath the hill. Some two or three hours were s:peht 
underground here including o.n .illicit visit to Mlsson show 'eave I ( ·a !JiiSnomer sine<? 
visitors are shown onlu a large working in the Great Rake and now nb longer see 
Great Masson Ca.ver,q proper) and a view of the fine co.f.fin ~evels and the ramifying 
workings in Crichnnn Mine were to be hnd. Here, the guide 1\vent wron[S 1 -easy in the 
confused ·rabbit warren o.f Crichman - and about half an hour was spent looking for 
the way back, intersperced with 'stopingl large .flourite cubes in the roo.f, an 

6. I 



-e~rci..~-wb..i..!'.h produ.cad. a ,f:i,oo.r~le ~or the leader although many members were 
~- -.-a~bens.ive of' a .l:"U.7l.,.,.in ni1~ .-\to bne n:embersts errthu.s:ia.stic drilling operationaL The 

day ended- With (for those sta.l:warto who were fit) a short visit to Jugholes cave; 
till$ being & :patu:ral-cavern, very nnch alt.Bred by·f'louspar mining. , . 

· Sund.<i.Y' saw a party of about 13 o:r 14 Illl:'lmbers arid thBir f'riemd..q gathered near 
Snake Mine.,. Hopt..Onwooq. The initial la.ddering of· the clirnh:i.ng ronte was interrupted 
by a visit f:rom two incl:bridU.•'l.:ls a1a:iming that permi.sslon must be obtained etc etc. 
A huri·ied euuncil of war ensued up the shaft but since the. duo in quest::i.ou DBver 
l--eappea:red with rein.io.l.-cements, exploratton ooatinued. Due to the size of the party 
and the tirr.e invo l.ved in ladder climbing, exploration stopped at a point where free 
cllmhi ng would> be :neces s1u·y. The rni nute l scrins l workBd by \!,his mine were v:tsible ns 

.. J•n::.'.l'B the keyst0ned ]jl!J.er3l~·me s{:onl})les over the climbing way ... 
. After lunch a :t'<~Juce'l lfi_:r:::;y (ht·l.'re we 1ei't some dnwu +.he shaft?) proceeded to 
Jvf.n.t.lock Da·th where, due to :reo0nt S1H'.ti.t(X3 a}·f;ur<tl;ic·lm . .~> the gn:trle nsa.in I'WE:inir wrqngt 
f'or a l!loment which required a qnick re·bn:i.'r~ to h:J_;';:i ,;')ar t\) <'ulJl'lUlt the &' 0 ~s. The 
tireso!De carpinLf veibit:ge fl~on one port1y member' became a ~)jJ:; t.oo mnch at thiS. 

. t'f,.. ~ 1 '., ' . h 1 . . d .f sta,ge t t However, JLC) u.o;yc.~. r: 1.nt: - ~1.:.::..c was Je~nc ~em~on.e pr - WLJ.s ultimately 
loca;t~d. (have thay moved :h~ X'<Y:ont ty?) and explored th.l·ough to Hopp}ng Incline which 
sw.f'aoes near the hamlet of UpperHood .. The Royal Mine cor:sists of massive boulder 
st~ewP,. co.verns Jast -vnrked for fluo!ipar in the t 50s. Here the portly member came 

. undone (.!.) whilst _t::rying to take a photograph since he couldn 1 t sort out his 6oth of 
a· ~econd from 11)1 setting and from then on the carping verbiage ceased. On return to 
· wlight, rnernbers returned to their cars and it ap:leared all were too overcome to 

"nrimge 'a v±sit· to the newly opened Peak District lead Minine Museum nearby. 

Book Reviews 
"THE OLD WEST: Tr;E MINERSIT Robert Wallace .. Time Life Books ,Naw York,. lo/76 

240pp, copiously illustrated with photoeraphs ,drawincs .,rnaps etc. 
Not a newly published book this, but one which will enthrall>fascinate and inter8 st 

anyone who has the slightest interest in mines; miners and industrial h:istory. 
General..ly the book deaLs with the adventures and hardships of the men who opened up 
the Wild West as cno o.f :Lhe foremost ~)reoinus :rr~tal...~..Q[J.:U.E,e-rs..~t-he- .,3::%h oo!l'tttt'y-;·' · 
Those who got rich quick. (and often lost it all even ~uioker); those whose tshare 
dealings t would have astonished the most a:rc1ent stoc1c manipulator-s in 19th century 
mid Wales - and else>ihere; Cornish inmrl.gtarrts ~ the strikes (in both senses); acc:i.dent.fl 
mining and milling pr~:.ctise, gambling1 violende.,.. murder, all this and more besides 
are dealt with :tn this volume. illustrated with colour plates and mur,erous 
contemporary photographs, llThe Miners 11 is a real eye opener and, in no way esoteric 
one of the most fascinating books this reviewer has rend for a long time. ' 
Beautifully presented in imitation leathe~ binding it contaillS a very comprehensive 
· ~1i6gruphy1 index eto* 
""-" Qf the numerous anecdotes conta.incd ih the uork~ the following is worthy of note 
due to its Cornish connections .. A Cornish winer.s ts wife who kept a boarding house on 
Nevadnyille walked into a butcll::;:c 1 s shop for l:::rovi.c:Lo;ls <t Cn espying a stuffed owl 
deco.rn:tively placed u1-;on a shelf she o.,::ked the butcher, "C1-1 mu.ch for the flat faced 
chickei+?" The butcher replied flThat t s no chicken, t~t 1 s an owl''. At this the lady ... 
snapped "I dunt cure ow owl he bel Ee 111 do for boarde:rn11 .. So much for the dir1.lect 
pro1;>le:rrl..,g.l 

. , FORGE BOOKS, 4Z RECTCYRY LANE;ttRA.Gl<}JELL;J3ERKS;- announce tbat they Will be reissUiug . 
pt l "B.i; Ives .Llistrict" of H .. K.Hmr.ilton JBnldns 1:tviines and Miners of Cornwall' and· 
this is expected to be ready by the end of July .. Price about £1;.30., Further out-of-
print parts will be reissued shortly.. . · 

The above publisher/bookseller has kindly agreed to stock a small quantity of 
the Societyts publications for resale .. Along with other outlets - es~Jecially Mr Gray­
Thonns 1s bookshop in Caermrvon - :roombers are asked to sup;Jort these booksellEres 
whenever possible. 

CARA.DON & LOOE: THE CMIAL1 RAIU1AYS AND MINES'' M.J .:HESSEl'TGER. Twelveheads Press. 
This title was mentioned i.n the l'lst Nei..Jsletter but i-ts pl:hlioation was delayed 

due to problems with the printers~ }fm.vever it is now avCJ.ilable and the WLJ.it has been 
well worhtwhile .. Mr.Messenger has written a model local history study embracing irhe 

\ 

• 



the nnny fascl.nating facets of the. ll't"i.ne:ro.J. industry of the Ca.radon area and the 
transport- system it go;w bi:rbh to. Beo:u:ti£111).y_..D.J.ustrated with nu.!llerous nnpa and 
photographs~ this worlcwill appeal to all those who have but the remotest interest 
in ralliays_,.oamls and mines and certainly will be of utmost._ interest to I .A. buff'S 
m:i llri ng students .and .. .devotees .. P-f ~1.ferritia equinology'l • · 

R.H. Bird. 

Following the Derbyshire meet the 2 most asked q_UA-s+.:i.ons have been:-
"Does Dick ALWAYS get lost\ l ?"and ·" Are NMRS meets ·al\mya so chaotic?" • 

f?.e"R§nt and Dewa.re - A wa:rntng to all · - - -
Certain bodies a:t'\3 in bot;ho1:> wlt.h thA oonst.abuln:r.;; due t.o their over -zoolous 

illegal-activities at, ruucmgst crther r:•l.::v~ee1 Ca.r:r<_;ck libl1 n.nd Heights .. We have heaxd 
that as well. as· drunrtge :1.nd theft tho ::LlJog~tl.._uso c:r Bx.r~:t(A.JiVBB :is alsu i.nvolved. 

---
Coniston Cqp:d§~_M:i.r.,gfl. .. . 

The following l'.c.:-:; boon 1 borruweJ t from tLe newsletter of the Trafford Caving qroup 
re:L..1.ting to c;-10 of -thoir f'!c.,lcl ~1·j-r1s, ~- . . · 

Donsor f.Jfl.t:lf: Jpye1 • NGll SD r::-91'-_!cC C''l.;~Jer . . . . 
The 9'ntrance ·!Jo -the Horse. 0~ DeopAL.ev~: (cl:r-r .. d:r1''-f.':8 ~djt) :Ls located a little way up Red . 
Dell Deck from t.he ~outh H(A;:;tei. : st~~d:r f~D'.r of' ,rn:tc;"L'-"·~v.:H.s fx·oro. the portal whioh -_, 
J.·a au~)erbly lined WJ.th dre~sed sli:Lte untJ..l J.:t lm.n l'n.ss!;;d t.b:r:cj''Ph +.r.A vnll -u- ~d a T.h. 

" d f .. d :rabJ..e dis+n.n . . " t~ ~ e.v SJ. e • e 
level is followe lorha ,::orr1£>Jine t. b·•. r; ahtJ• Ccend~·-:-1_1. a nor-tth er;.s·r,erJ_y direction until it 
b ks into a sir .. rtl c runuE> ,. ··'--' ...._b o J.:,,J..ons' he leveJ en· •t t 

rea ct\:.'tSlllllEl.bly de:·i ved from a stronp, c1rnup,-ht down from the ~.J"it~ s a very s rong 
dra.ught·'h.;s two ga:UerJ..eS leni1ing off to the left; n.nd right. To th_;:-1~.s~t. T~ 
chrunbel J J. is dange:r·vusly unstable,. To the left the . ll - Z>:~..ght the passage 
ha.s colic. apse ~n · rbunnins t hang prt:>car-l.m.m 1 ~~ above· Th. w~ ..... ery l:.J.'\8 be on extensively 

t d and wooo.en . " · ·· · ".r • • J.S sec ~_,J..rm. isj v t ble nd 
s 

0~ . '--~ <tive.s one the im1?r?ssion t·hat the sl:i..ghtest mCNeTnent wouJrl · . ..'!.§U uns ~ . · a 
the l~t)f "'This gnllery Ql~l;gJ..mlly led to the great "openn known to t~"IJa: a ma.Jor 

----~~~~~~!;.ffoJsJ hl1_t_~_:!-_?~-coop~E~~~~-2f fQ:~_~Y~- --. ·. ±__ . ·. ~~ rn~~~~-~.-~-
The ohambe:r n1so houses the remnns of a purnr.nng vnlve and purnrdnr:; PiiA ··J:t·~ou e • 

11 .flooded sho.ft ~ , ~ ,x-.u H.-r1g 
.fl·{>mOna. ~~~~- the chc...111bor, o. wooden 1 doorway' 'loo.ds to a sho:x;+. strot<!h -1:0 - · .· . • · 

J- - t h·oh nt · ·J .p· • OJ. .level to ath ~· lar~:..,.e chrun.Jer cum s ope, w J.. ·co aJ.ns a aree J.loode:1 sh3 f+. T' • • . 
: . :··Shaft and from the Deep Level it orig:inz:llly d:rop;:;ed SOTIJG 900ft .t n:~ :l~ -hha o:u. 
1eg~

1

1
1,., u~ng:i.ng above the shaft is a rw~t;ing wire on.b1o, p:resu:mah:,,. ;._r .0 t\ "l!ow~d~r 

ve """ = . ' . h .&>t .t th f T . -.. , J.. om ue ~l.ea .. gear 
at the top of the Eng:me S B.:J.. , see-n a . e sur ace. o th~ left ot the shr'l:ft · b · 

_..._.,,y "'crarr:J'Jling over clends :1nd pass1ng under rotten timbers it 1_ .. 
1 

•
1 

J. Yt. 
Cal'ElJ. U-J..-J. "' .• , • f h 19· '""' JOSS J. 1 e 0 

·n a~oess into the more rec3::::. 1-c;:.·kl.ngs o t e 50ts driven to bypLea+h"". (;
0

"1.]·-
gaJ.. v rt . ·. P d, E 1 F. . ' - ..._ apsc-.s · .... / in Cobble~ :Hole in an effo "to ~eeae-n D.' l.,y na .'1111.8 • 

:fagd;I Jj!n§. ~e-2. N :G .R. SD 282992. ?opper 
1 

. • • 

This group of manes lie around the _obv1ous foctor1~ge crossJ..ne_Le-vers Water Beck at 
the south Qasterly encl of leve;rs Water .. :A number o~ short le-vels we~ ih.-ve~igated but 
th ost nromisirtg and interesting working proved to be the one uticsssibJe from n. snail 

:r:n n~e ~arest the footbridge mentioned above. This was f'ihl.md to fork a:rt.er a short 
:st~noe, tho right hand side p~~~~~~ ~~~ing relativelJl" short~~ _Ih~ le:f~ .. ha:&P~~ _ 
leads to a s:rru11 but ver~r deep no~e :ur the fl~or. -:'h~s carr bB c-r:!'ossea very co.refully 
( o. bit dicey) and a fu.:t'Gher SE>CtJ.on o~ the g'"'llery J.OD.df:l to a ~':l.X'ge. gaping hole · 
which is gp[!Jmod by a wooden pla.nk.. This. can be very carefully traversed over (very 
dicey _use a lifeline). After.~ f)lrthe:: traverse a~ large stope -was· rea.che-l, the walls 
being obvered by a very at~ractJ..ve_.con.t:-ne o:f blue/croen copper •. T~ passo..ge continues 
:from here ancl is pa.rtly ·ra1led .. A fork J.S so:n reached ~nd the r1grrt· :t:-and Jevel was 
found to lead to another la.rg? store,. tho raJ.ls protrudJ.ng .over the er1ge \ To t.he ~ft 
th . llery was found to contJ.nue as a yuoky brown la.ke whJ.oh was crossDrl a.nrl t'r.o'-"hb"'.-:> 
we~ :ssages were :followed but no definite end was reached. 

111.1 ,Nntributions for Newsletter to H. Houghton, 29 Po.rkside H.on.ti,Meanwootl;pl.eeds 
186 4.LY. Tel 758505. 


