NORTZIERY MINE ZESRARCH SOCIRTY

Newslotter _ Sevtember 1978 o o N\ |
D’LPORTA‘\IT C ' _ S . \
)RITISH M'[NING No 61’33 "THE MINGS OF MONTGOMERY AND BADNORSHIREM
axrt five in Mr ithis gerios on the non-ferrous mines of Wales is

i uhe 1a,te Imtumn, ‘As previously, this will be issued as
and net as part of members! anmal svbeo f'ibtxons; The next
gimilar format tn British Mining No 6 (Merloneih)s Antic cipated
price ho 1 and cesoriaing 1. £4,00 plus 15p postagss. 4n 2y rorm is

prov vided with this newsiebter. Zend no money now .since tue volume will be :anoiced
upor. publls:, ldona

planned for pubd
a separate anti
volume will be

“In accor th Secticn 27, the Hon Sec gives no*:me of this propoged
cha""e to See 5, to be *fweu cn at the Anminl General Mesting in Februarye.

Jeation 16 shall now reod - ¢ ot of the Soclely shall be conducted
by thas comm Sceiety officers. Theee shall mke a

ittee whish shall con 2ol ¢
quordi, Pulli wmimctes will be brought Defcre the next General Meeting.

Novem’)er Gener=1 Meeti T ‘ '
This has Deen ali wrru from Suvrday 12th Fovenoer to SATURDAY 11th November 'l:o
start at 2.00pm to preceed the Talk-in ot Sickiinghall, Nr, Wetherbys. :

o e '~’ f": for a 4 eourse merme of tmdltlonal Xmag fare,
If you‘ve Jost -your-n e Eren e:ae-l@m uwm dobbor-with-debadls~ — - 4
of number in party and £ull money to Mes J.Guthrde, 186 Station Road,Biliinghan,
TS23 2RT no later than 2 31*d Seb‘tembor, 19784 Dont't ‘delay its less 'bhan a fortnight
aways

The Guest of Honour this year is Dr David Erime, Radiation Prote¢tion Officer,
Manchester Un:.versi-by. For those wanting to camp there is a camp site at Riverside
Caravan Park, Lofthouse Road, Pateley Dridge NGR Sheet 91 SE 154657, and I beleive’
that caravans can be had for the night at very cheap rates. -

Photo Compgtition for Julian Holmes Trophy - for Black and White prints only
(any size) held on an amual basis. The rules are very simplei-
Rule 1. The judge is always right in all his/her decisions, and has the final say
- in any dispute.
Rule 2. In case of any disagreement Rule 1 ap*alles.
It goes without saying that all pix must in some smll way be related to.mining ;
be.all the entranmts own work; have been taken within the previous 12months There is
a limit of 3 prints per entrant to be accompnied by 5p worth of usable postage
stamps per pix. A1l entries will be displayed and judged at the Talk-in, and if you '
want them returned by post please send a stamped addressed envelope. e st
A1l entries to be with the Secretary - John MeNeil, 12 Woodville Road, Brlerfleld
Nelson, Iancs DBS 5EW no later than 1&t November, 1978. 4

PG
- - -1 -

Presidenis Talk—-ln and P:Le am Pea S upper - Saturday llth November, 1978 at 2.00pm
onwards in Village Hall,Slckllnghall Nr.Wetherby. : g

If you have any slides come @and show them to us, similarly any exhibits sphotos.
articles, plans,in fact anything of interest bring them along and let us see them,
We could still do with a few more short .lectures, so anyone willing please intimte
on the booking form attached to the newsletter. This is an afternoon and evenina do.
ALL please bring a d:.sh,k.nlfe oFfork and spoon.~ Most importante.
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Next Years Mects.

Meot leaders are required for next year, so if you are prepared to lead a meet
let us know where and when. This information is required in good time so that a
programme can be arranged and printed on your membership card in Decermber. All
replies to John Me (address alreacly given) or any member of Committee.

North Wales Meet Spring Bank Holiday 1978. : ‘ H. Houghton.

When we went. to bed late Friday night we were beginning to think that it was
going to be o salsel meet of 2 + a ¢hild + a dog. On waking on Sat though we saw’
thot there was no nsed to worry 'eos 2 more members had arrived during 'bhe nights
Ho*wrer by 10 otelock 8 of us were fmmr to get off, and as most hed had a very
early starh 1t was dec:Lde& to mke thn rirst day a uc' 1 tour in tue v1cinity of
the eampsitely™

Fron camp the ‘bmck up to the Prince Eerd slate mine was followecl passing
througt: the old dreseing shed and thence up a long incline to ’L’L’: wine 1'bse1f (here
being cought up by the 9th member of-the meet) Megt of the woritings are flooded
and so.the time was spent looking round the old huildings formimg the cenbral
features of the mine. These are laid oub in streets and it is possible to distinguish
betwesn workshops. and barracks,weighbridge and office etc, became a lot of the
builiiios are more or less intact.. 4Lfter lunch we continued acrosgs the head of the
vailsy to the mines in Cwm~dwyfor. These were metaliferous mincs, and the !'rosk
tappers! with us found eopper, lead and iron ores around the shaft tops and dressing ~
flours, A wet smelly adit was looked at but it only went a few yards , likewise 2
open shafts sounded very wet, going by the dropped rock test. The waterwheel pit
and rod/rope arrangerent to the top of what must have been the main shaft gave
cause for speculation before some of us descended via incline and tramway back to
camp for a sunbathe and swim whilst others went for a walk up to. the rldge and”
sweltered round the peaks at the head of the valley.

On Sunday we went to the sea side for the day, to see the Granite Quarries at
Mant Gwrtheyrn. The sea' cliffs here have been quarried for granite setts. and R
_chippings..Inclines descend from the top.cf the eliffs- pass%i&eugh g

interesting relics to the erushing and dressing plants down on the beach, t"lence to e
the remains of a jetty. The heat of the day wae spent in bathing and sunbathing on -
the beach, mining activities belng forgotten by unnnimous vote. On the way back to
the mrs a village, abandoned when the mine was ,loseq, was explored.

e ovening saw a party. go for a walk to inspect the waterwheel and pump and
remams at Gilfach eoppermines, on the way be.ck down looking at & couple of levels»
that did not go very far. . :

Monday, being the last day for some, was spent in the Rhosydd’ ‘slate mine s SOmS
saying it was too nice to go underground others that it was too hot not tos The
undergrouid party saw great chambers where the slote was mined, and climbed’ '
ingifnes so look at hanlage arrangements and water valves, Luen to gaze out of
mssive cavern mouths into the quarry. After retracing our steps into the sunshine
the extensive ruins outside the mine were explored, before making cur way back: 'bo the
cars. The sun worshippers had a trog.round the surface. rema:.ns din both the
immediste vicinity and others further afield, ‘ '

The mineral hunters then went to-the lead mine. at Bwlch-y-lemb These mineg
cover quite a large area of hillside, the longest level is over 80Q yards in lengbh
with mony shafts and- stopes’, Vany of the smaller levels are hard to find-amongst
the trees and bPecken, th ough townrds the ridge the vein is stoped out t6 the .
surface in several places. The valley sang with the sound of hammers. L

The last day was spent at the Dorothea slate quarry, at one time the- largest mn
made hole in Britain. When it was being worked the quarry was over 900ft deep and .
the workings below this level were pumped by means of a’cornish beam engine (now
restored and preserved on the site). This hole unfortunately is now nearly filled
with water, though is still quite an impressive sight. Many of the main features of
the mine still remainj ineluding the owners house (complete with gtables and tiled
stalls, coach house and built in dog.kennels), ¥he cornish heam engine, engine.
house and boilers, as well as remains of the blodwins (overhead ropeways to llf‘b
the slate out of the quarry) and workers .houses and mine buildingse

Future meet leaders please note, perfect weather can be arranged, with correct
planning.

e
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ﬁel}g Wan'hed I "
xford and Cardlff Unlver81t1es are startlng an Archaeologlcal research programme
to study the lead isotope- ratios of British Dres. Since many Bronze Age apgefacts
contain lsad it is thought that the ‘lead isotope amalyses of these could be B
correlated with those of the ores. We ‘have been asked to help by supplying gamplés
of galens and copper -ores from ds many localities as possible. If you have any spare
lumps and would like to help please send your samples to the address below. Samples
mst be elearly labelled stating where they came from, preferably with a grid ref. _
A small piece, about one gremme, will be sufficient for the universities® needsai
Send samples to ;- Mr G Sal’ber, Dent oi‘ Meta.llurgy, Umversi*by of Oxford,
Parks Road, Oxford.r'=

,;_

N te SUD e e : “

At the recent g G.M. of the Céﬁﬁcll of Northern Cav1ng Clubs 1t S stqted that
peop ) are ‘going down .Mongo G,U Hole , Greenhow without a permit. Thig hole is often
visited by N.M.R.S. .members so if you arg planning a vieit plesse make sure that you
go through the prqper channels- urd get a permit. And remoriber t‘at if ynu're cauvht
W1th@ut permlssion don't br;nb the UOPlety's name -inbo. d;srvpu

—

Hennock Tron Mine .
~ "Report bY Gaptaln James Seccombe s

. 335t December 1866.
Henry Blanchford Esq. ‘ o .

Sly, i - ‘ ‘ ’
i Agreeably with your request I have made an 1ns~7ectlon of the Hennock Iron
Mine and beg to hand you the followi ng Tagreds thereon,

This sett is situated in the well known iron bearing ground to ‘the north of
Bovey Tracey, and has running through MEQMLL:@WWI
former proprle'tors worked -on the back of this to a considerable extent and sold
thereirom an immense quantity of iron ore of very high bPercentage, and I learn that -
notwithstanding their having to cart the ore to- Newton and forward thence by boat 'te
Telrnmonﬁh ror shipment, they derlved great proflt therefrom,

Hae ing. conbtinued their ooeratlons as deep as.the water would permit of they
brougbt ap an adit frem the 1OWer part of- the sett and contlvued this for a few
fathoms after which it was abondoned -~ “robably in conseqpetue of a depression in
the trade at that time and the gweat expence of earriage — before the run of ore was
\"ceached. Since that time a reilway has been opetied-from Nawton to Mox’tonharqastead ,

\/passlng within a very short distance .of the nroperty, by w..:..-.,n the iron can be taken
at small cost direct to Teipnmouth, thereby saving sufflcle tt in cartage and haularfe
alone to leave a good profit.

Judging from the size, character, and T\rcdu‘-u.vness of the lods where opened up
at the surface; I see no reason for doubting the statements made mg o former R
workings,‘nor that returns equal to anything previously done éan be made if not far
exceeding. To do this it will be necessary to open and drive up the adit level which
course. I recommend being adopted; by doing go -you will be enabled to work without '
mchigery, os it will both drain off the woter and &6t as an outlet for the ore,
thereby saving the waste and damage of land, and the cost of pmnplmp', which open
workings, as fvrmerly adopted would entail.

Afcer making careful enguiries of those who were engaged in the late WOrklng
and who have now no irderest whatever in it, and comparing thelr statements with what
I have been enabled to see for myself, I have arrived at the conplus:Lon that a ’
Capital of £1500 will be ample for all requirements to drive up the adit and bring

ore to market, and that when 1aid open reburns of from 4000 tons to 6000tons of iron . S
per year may be ca.lculated open, at a profit at the luwest oalculat:.on of 3/ - 10 l./ -

per ton.: , | | |
Your O edient Servant i R g

al

James Sewombe. -

\ Note. At th:Ls tlme, serviees of experienoed mine Caﬂtains were mch in demnd for

\\ _ e
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consultancy purposes; eg the following m:.nes have a Seccombe’s shaf’c. ’ Ea.s-b Oa;‘adoh;
Phoenix United. . .. .

During this time, Gaptaln Seccombe lJ.Ved at Pendowery, -on the TokemWfUpton o
Cross Road i.e. the L:Lskeard/ Iaunceston 83254 - ideally s:t:bua'bed for the Weg't

Couyy mming area. .
.hry R. Sh&mbrOOk'p ‘. .

'I‘he Old ‘bal Mlnes of Wales
.. I a recent well attended meeting e.t Dyllfe I offered to compile o list of all,
those with interests in the 01d mines of Wales. The suggestion was weleomed and MATL:
enmable contacts to be made and supprort to.be drawn for protect:.on of s:utes a ete@,,
should the oceasion arise. ’
"~ If you wish to be inecluded, under the heading 'Interest' ,' please :_ndlcate General,
Industrial Archaeology, History, Underground Exploration, Machinery, Restoration,
Minerals ete., also any pariicular mincs or areas; plus any societies or clubs with
allied interests o wh::.ch you belonge -
- The 1ist will be circulated in due course. Please enulose a ‘sbamped addrossed
envelope with. your *mlya
; Dayed gk, The Pcunl House, Newent , G

Help Wantes IT .
Frances E. Mayne Elliott wants help with the foilo\urlng,., ~—
Mewes I have been wondering if any research has been done on the Parton Hematite
Iron Works, owned, I think, by Blair and Vanee. This is Parton,Cumberland. I should
be interested in learning anything known of this company which, I beleive, was in
operation ahout one hundred years ago." )
A11 replies to above at Burrencarragh Blrr Point, Ballyhalberb Co. Down. -

The Graph’te or_ Plunﬂaa;:'o Mn,n,o‘; Borrowdale, : ’ J -;T Lrompton.

SinaTly ?for 564 %0 Tho monks of Furrss Abbey 'lf‘fe” :

5o momasteries ik was granted by James I to Willzcw Winii
Jonns rdan wao by a deed dated 28th November 1614, sold and cowvyad NELLOT
excert the Graphite Mine to Sir Wilfred Iawson and thirty six oﬂ““'““& A
'b_’l.mea o» soon after, the mine became the property of Sir John Bari:,

The Graphite found in this mine is remarkable for its puriiy; indeed it is
unequalled by any other of its kinfl in the world. It was at one time congidered of
such importance as to merit a gpegial Act of Parliament for its protection, whieh
was passed 25th George IT cap 10 and stmtes that the mineral is necezsory for "divers °
ugefel purposes, and more particularly in the eastings of bomh shell z~und shot, ~
and carnnon balls" and makes it felon "o enter unlawfully any mine, cov wad hole of
wad, or black-cawks, cormonly called black-load or wnlawfrlly taking or carrying uwsny
any wal etc., thorefrom or buying op receiving ihe same knowing it to be unlawfully:
taken". Nevertheless a trade was carried on between miners ancl certain Jews who came
regularly to the Gecrge Hotel in Keswick to buy it.

In the year 1800 it was decmed necessary that a house shoulJ. be built over the
mouth of the prinipal level, and armed men were kept on guard there during the nlght. :
The miners were S'tT‘Lp ped aﬁd carefuliy wonvched on leaving their work and wheh the ™™
graphite was sent tc the corlpany’s warebousc In Lo "‘3?\ an armed escor-b accompanied ‘

it as far as Kendal.

Tuere are eight or more veins in the qT’alelte Mine, and these Yroverse a somewhat
peculiar rock formation, consisting of a dyke of highly altered diorite lying betWeen
two nnsses of campact blue diabase.” I.{; h rocks on-both sides of these intrusive
mas ses arm greatly metamorphoseds. The éyk - of diorite extends about 300 fathoms in a
N.N.W. and S.S.E. direction; it contains numerous quartz strings 9 and on one, if not
both suies, it is bounded by veins. The Graphite occurs chiefly in the blue diabase,
but partly also in the diorite and ash., Its origin is involved in gxeat obscurity,
consisting as it does almost wholly of carbon, it must have been derived either from -
vegetable or animl matter, but the rocks of the voleanis series contain very little
carbon, and none of the heds of Skiddaw slate met with elsewhere contain more than
a fraction of the quantity requlred to account for the masses found in this mine.

he
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The dep031ts of Craphite are not found in the ven.ns, as is the cose with other
v rinérals, but in sops or pipes of various sizes at. some little distance from others.
Myltitudes of strings, glazed with graphite diverge from the velns in every direction .
and in some instances run parallel with them. Some of the strings termimte at a short
distance from the veins, while others extend six or eig‘rb fa'bhoms, and i'b ILS ‘driving
v along these strings that the depesits are found.
v In1778 the price wWas 30/~ or £1.50 a pound. Detween 1778 and 1812 casks of the
‘ best graphite realised £251.6s 10d. -
“Around 1833 the pencil manufactures found :meor‘bed graphi‘be eould be utilised
,for mlking pencils at a chedper price, so it forced the mine in a .decline. Although
7't.he mj.no ras Been wo fke % J.ntewvu.i.s sinoe 1433 and a cons:.der*a‘b le exbent of
;grcyunu ﬁvveree no deposithof ”fﬂw has . been foundr =
’ - B g L JOhn PCSﬁiGmlteo oGoSo 19130
eport A/ATHE Feiee Lo et e
3 was very surrccss*m. wit "1 '1bout 20 "mﬂbers p“’P enb on a sunny day.
ver bank we climbed the fell to ’rme.second lovel
» 5 OR0PE . ealled Gil{be:’" 3. levol, We had a shorb reut here to get the
blocd plmp taek 1o ro*mai afier the . abook it had jush Teccived. He emtered the level
irto. mk ‘e deep water with quite a drau tesuing cuh of the lswel. LFfber about
: came aciocs Anthonys Drift o ;ﬁCf’t 1ongfﬁ Ti driit was on both
sifss.of ths level and falled Shevens Dwift, n longe
(ur next opening in the isvel is abouk L)Oyds in :Lne is Ca..L_..LL Lhef Grand Pipe.
from 'bhe ‘“u{‘ ce ahout 150F% .above Gllberts Jevel and paspes below the
of rubble covers it and causes a partial blockage of the
g mer a flow of water the end- of the level is about 100ft awny
- and. divided to left end right, the IsT% ending in a pipe fuil of water which we
éouldnlt pass. Howover quite a bit of time was spent trying to £ill it up with rocks2ii}
On not being able to build stepping stones 20f% high we gave up and returned to the
en-brance vhere we were joined by some rmore memberse
~‘Ag we walked up the fellside we elimbed up the dumps accompanied by the thump
- of hammers on rock(the geological section of the soclety) and some small pieces of
-~ plumbago wems found. The next level. called Fareyts-Stage—erosses—the “Grand Pipe-about—
. 30ft fron the enbrance. It causes some difficulty because footholds are scarge
. al'bhough one could jump} ‘The braver menbers fixed a top rope round the holly tree
- amd absiled 30ft from the surface. - :
This is a very complex part of the mine with drifbs and pipes going in all mnner
, . of directions. We made a b"r'a.ve avtemph to follow. a1l the pipes but some were too
-+ deep ’ho c¢limb without proper eqummerﬁ a Ho mvsr at this point we had some light
- Pelis? tpon descending & pips called Uater Pipe (it speaks for itself) Bob 'Yoga!
vGutnrJ, succeaded in placlng pe0p1e‘s limbs and other parts of the anatomy into
wosrhi,ons they were jJust not made to go. Crlers are now being ta.ken for appliances
~to eorre,‘ a1l ills NOTE trusseés cte of 2o apscessese . |
o a ws woted further up Seatoller Wmmon o our nexb level we paSSed a collapsed
level called Cills stage. Our next Jevel Harrisons Stage proved . guite éxtensive with
hodies appearing in a1l manner of positions. We sent our humn fly, Vaughan landless,
through a smll hole in the roof of a pipe, the pleasant part of the climb being the
water pouring through the holes However it proved tm-b passages exigt alove: the last
open entrance to the mines
' we came down the fellside the dlSCUSS:Lon was een'bered round the first level

' which we had not entered; di‘théﬁ"ﬁ We hAd heen to1d It was open. We stopped by the™

entrance in the trees fox abbul hr discussing this Robsoms level which was supposed
to hawe been worked under the other claims. A look was had down the level and a
supercharp-ed John Mac was sent off through the 3ft deep water followed by three more
stalwarts , including yours truly. I have only one thing to say about this trip -
brass monkeys would have been very proud of us. After all this suffering the level
ended in a collapse about 250yds in. I don't know how far it goes but it cculd be
worth a dig.

Thanks to all who turned up anfl many thanks to J J.JMildridge for all the
information on the working of the mine.

Sunday was spent looking around the slate mines at Honister pass. These mines
are still worked for Cumberland State for use nowadays mainly for decoratlve tiles
and slabs ete.
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op'ened up as the eountry*s first undergrmmd colllery museun next Easter,

——No to?our:cet +r:u;>s

Tourist Pit-Stop Daily Mirror 24th August, 1978. e : R IO
The 140-year old hatterley-blhltfleld pit at. Tunstall,Stoke on Trent, is belng '

M ngtg b:.d Nemastle Journal 6rbh .fu.ne, 1978 ) R
Yesterday a spokesman for London hased Selection Trust Itd revealed +hat i‘b is SRR

ready to sink at least £50,000 into test drilling and surveying near the old

Settlingstones witherite mine. The trust 13 seekinp permission for test bore holes

.on land at Haydon Fell,

- Hovever from a later edlta.on of the puaer " Mr Bj.'Ll Smith of Selection Trust

'sa':r.c., 1T gather the water authority have got to look ay the thing as a result of

some ob;}ects.on that it may interfere with the water table!,"
kikto mne,. The day the la,erb newsle‘tter came out: th:s e@gearec't I ——
in one of the West Oumberiand papers.

Plans to open-up a disvssd Ilakeland lead mine to the public have been kicked
out by the Iake District Pm:ming Board.

-

News fron Wanlockhead ‘ © W.Barvey

The Miners! Ia.bmry, an mportant part of the Museum, was re-opened on the
12th July. Its renovation has ¢ost more than £7,000, a sum largely dictated by the
work nseded to repair and rebind most of the elghteen'bh century book stock. As well
as these valuable indicators of social h:!.story, the L:Lbrary will house much of the
Museum Trust's own archive.

The summer field work has been largely in the Loch Nell mine, These ©ld workings

—

.- were first opened by the Quaker Company cic 1720 in an attempt to reach the ore ‘in

———

A survey.ce b2

the southern end of the Cove Vein. The level wag abandoned before any ore was
reached, but work was restarted by Crauford and Co in 1793, They were suecessful
and between 1802 and 1835 ore was mined to a depth of 50 fathoms. Dperations ceased
in 1860, but pars of +he rrnne was kegt. open as a way—ga-be from the S*tralts*teps udl’t«

asgisted by Jerry Lanlless. :

The -Museun Trust intend to open par't of the level to v1sitors,‘ and an effort
was made to have some of the entrance passage ready for the Open Day. To this end a
great heap of deads had to be cleared and a drain laid through the portal. A1l this .
proved very heavy wo’"n,, but with herculean effort it was finished, and 150 visitors
were taken in. However mochn Lemalns 'bo be done before any extent of the level is
safely opens.

The Open Day DI‘OVGd a great success and visitors joined in Gold Panning,

Quoiting and the ancient sport of Bannock llng (Youlve never heard of iti Come
along next year.) :

Meet Report M

- After sore
party of eight
Watt'ls Shaft
the engine 2o held o HUN

k Mines 24/25th June. . ' " R.H.Bird..

Celay v cansed by the reloeation of camp site to meetlng point, a

smhers drove to the <ive of Milleloge Mine and started by ins pectlng
o an enrly Neweomer e was first :mstalled in 1748. Latterly

ok ot 04d Millclose mine was being worked ..
by a' daring sul sucesssfil extreprern ] Ls, Ay JJ*“'_L{ was then mde through the
works of f{-‘l,;,r;: Enthoven which.now u':ﬂuoy the mite of the 20th century Milleclose
workings, amnd "t‘mo"uén chest high terrain - evil nettles and the like =~ to the tail
of Yaueb'&")("’,} Soughe This connects with the pumping shalts at 'new! Millclose Mine and
was driven for a consideradble distance to umnwater Yatestoop mine ‘and the Elton area.
After lunch, the party eollected at Knowles Mine open-works on Masson Hill and
walked to the rear entrance to the Masson Cavern which gives acéess to about five
miles of surveyed workings beneath the hill, Some two or three hours were spent
underground here including an.illieit visit to Masson show 'eave! ( a misnomer since
visitors are shown onlu a larpe working in the Great Reke and now no Ionger see
Great Masson.Cavern proper) and a view of the fine coffin levels and the ramifying
workings in Gr:.chzzan Mine were to be had. Here, the guide'Went wrong! - easy in the
confused rabbit warren of Crichman - and about half an hour was spent looking for
the way back, intersperced with 'stoping! large flourite cubes in the roof, an

6.
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exercise-wbich produced a fine-sample-for the leader although many members were .

-~ _apprebensive of & run-in dia o one members's ewthusiastic drilling operations} The

- day ended with (for those staluwarts who were fit) a short visit to Jugholes cave;
~this being a matural-cavern, very much altersd by-flouspar mining, =~ = ‘

~ Sunday saw a party of about 13 or 14 members and their friemds gathered near :
Snake Mine, Hoptonwood, The initial laddering of the climbing roite was imterrupted
by a viait from two individuals <laiming that permission must be obtained ete etc.

7 A hurried council of war ensued up the shaft but since the duo in question never |
preappeared with reinfurcenents, exploration coutinued. Due to the size of the purty
and the time involved in ladder elimbing, exploration stopped at a point where free
elimbing would: be necessary. The mimite 'serins! worked by #his mine were visible as

.. yere the ke_ystoned Jimestbone stewples over the c¢limbing waya )

‘ After Iunch a veduced pLarty (bave we Jeft some down hhe shaft?) proceeded to
Matlock Bath where, dus to recent purfuce altoralicus, the gnide Again ‘wenb wrong!
for a moment which e pired a quiek retuin to hia.car o cousult the &M 0.8, The
tiresdme'cafping‘vefbiava from one portly member became a BIit too much at thisg
stage}} However, the Royallﬁine - Yhigh was bheing geqrahed for ~ was ultimtely
loeated (have they moved it recently?) and explored through to Hopping Ineline which
surfaces near the hamlet of Upperwocd. The Royal Mine consists of massive boulder
strewn. caverns last worked for fluompar in the '50s. Here the portly member ecame

undone (1) whilst trying to take a photograph since he couldn't sort out his 60th of
a gecond from D' setting and from then on the carping verbiage ceased, On return to
“vylight, members returned to their cars and it appeared all were too overcome to

Snage a visit to the newly opened Peak District Iead Mining Museum nearby.

Book RévieW§ , ‘ E - .
"THE OLD WEST: THE MINERS" Robert Wallaces Time Life Books,New York, 1976
’ R40pp, coplously illustrated with photographs,drawings ,maps ete,

. Not a newly published book thig, but one which will enthrall,fascinate and interesth:

anyocne who has the slightest interest in mines; miners and industrial history,
Generally the book deals with the adventures and hardships of the men who opened up

the Wild West as one of ihe.foremost‘preciousrmetalwggmﬁum%ﬂxL4Mydﬁu;*19th~cén%ﬁryf“””*“

Those who got rich quick (and often logt it all even wuicker); those whoselshare

dealings' would have astonighed the most ardent stock manipulators in 19th cemtury

mid Wales ~ and elseuhere; Cornish immigrambs; the strikes (in bobh senses); accidents

mining and milling prestise, gambling, violende, murder, all this and more besides

are dealt with in this volume. Tllustrated with colour plates and mumerous

contemporary photographs, "The Miners" is a real eye opener and, in no way escteric,

one of the mogt fascinating books this reviewer has read for a long time.

Beautifully presented in imitation leather binding it contains a wery comprehensive
Ylidgraphy, index etc.

Of the numercus anecdotes comtained ih the werk, the following is worthy of note
due to its Cornish connecticns. A Cornish miners's wife who kept a boarding house on
Vevadaville walked inmto o butcher's shop for provisions. On espying a stuffed owl
decoratively placed upon a shelf she asked the bubcher, "Ou mach for the flat faced
chicken?" The butcher replied "That's no chicken, thatls an owl". At this the lady .
smapped "I dunt care ow owl he bel Ee'll do for beardess". So much for the Ainlect
problemsl ‘ ' : o

"' FORGE BOOKS, 42 RECTORY LANE ;BRACKNELT  BERKS, atinoince thet they will be reissuing

Pt 1 "8t Ives District" of H.K.Hamilton Jenkins 'Mines and Miners of Cornwall! and-
this ig“ expected to be ready by the end of July. Price about £1.30, Further out—of-
print parts will be reissued shortly. , ' ’ '

The above publisher/bookseller has kinlly agreed to stock a small quantity of
the Soeiety!s publications for resale. Along with other outlets = especially Mr Gray—
Thomas 's bookshop in Caernarvon - members are asked to support these booksellers
whenever possible. . ‘

CARADON & LOOE: THE CANAL,RATIWAYS AND MINES" M.J.MESSENGER. Twelveheads Press.

- This title was mentiored in the last Newsletter but its publication was delayed
due to problems with the printers. dowever it is now avaiiable and the wait has been

well worhtwhile. Mr.Messenger has written a model loeal history study embracing the

Ts
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the many fageinating facets of the mineral industry of the Caradon area and the
transport. system it gave birth to. Besukifully illustreted with numerous meps and -
photographs, this work will appeal to all those who have but the remotest imberest -
in railways,canals and mines and certainly will be of utmost irmterest to I.A. busfs =
mining -stu.derrts,‘a.nd_defvoteesjpf‘[’,i‘erritic,equinol%yu_ : SR

- . ) . Lol ’ . ) R.H.b Bird.

— —

Following thé Derbyshire meet the 2 most asked gquestions have been:-—
"Does Dick AIWAYS get lostii?"and " Are MMRS meets always so c¢haotic?",
Repent and Deware = A warning to all - .
Certain bodies ave in bobher with the constabulars due to their over wealous
illegal -ackivities at, amongst obher places 1 ang ‘

Carrock .11 and Hed - e
‘ ) £ i 1 e 2 eights. We have heard
that as well as-damage and_thmt thg 113;;55:,_1.717_‘__.113(5 of exXplosives ia also dnvolved,

— . —

Coniston Copper Mines . ' ‘ ‘ : v
The following has Leen 1borror:fe;1! from the newsletter of the Trafford Caving Group

relating to one of their f:}o::ld trrps\ fe ‘ ‘
Dopsor Deep Isvel « NGR 8D 2919¢€. Copper

The enmtrance o vhe Hovse or Deep level (draiwips adit) 1a

Dell Deck from the ¥O‘ll‘bh Hostbel. A «,eady :E‘Z‘Low,r of wahor wnrithg fron the portal, which _

is superbly lined with dresg‘e'd sl%dj:e gx_fn:l 1t bos passed fheouen the valley sides. The

level is foliowed for a conbjdel::]%—xe .l; Lanea., 3:41:1'& north ensherly divection until it

breaks into a amall chambers In the right Cle'ldlulOnS s the Jeve] enmitg g very strong

draught , presumably de»‘f'ived fz_*om a strong draught down from the 4014 shaft. The

chamber has two gallevies leading off %o the left and right, To the right the passage

pas collapsed and is dangervusly unstable, To the left : p e b g

the gellery pn .
. . . : LEAL8 b 3] g
S-t o1 d a,nd WoOdBﬂ lbuﬂnj_ns ! hﬂng p‘.t‘eca.I“.Lf)'us]y a_b ove ThlS Sec_h if‘):[]‘f j’_; Vverek n ixtatEnSlZe ly

the roof fives one the j.m1?ression that the slighteat novement, would cANas a mior
to the ‘ g%
B S =

loented a 1ittle way up Red

. + o mllery ord imlly led %o the great "opent )
oollnpses This AL ;4 by 155 ‘collapsos of pround by e ; :
The chamber also hoﬁsei;gle remaing of a pumping walve and I.n)ni}’;ihp;: pira

. flooded shaiv. _ :
from 0?1 fﬁ;ilthe chanber, a wooden idOOrW&y‘ leads 4o a short Stroten of ],_. e
another large chamber cum stope, which eontains a large flocded ghypy, TYE_ZE:]{ e a1
Engine Shaft and from the Deep level 1t originally Zropped-sore 9005 4o the Jorse
levels. Hanging above the shaft.is a rusting wire coble, presumabiy fpop the hendgoar
at the top of tho Bngine Shaft, seon at the surface. To the lofh of t1o gpypy by
carefully scrambling over deads‘and passing under rotten timbers it 1, it 4

in access into the more recsis » ”k'mfrs of the l-?SO's driven to byprea +he eolinpaos
in Cobblem Hole in an effort to .yveach Paddy E"ld Mins, » a ) v

] v,

3

» Protealing -

Paddy End Mine, N.G.R. 8D 28299 (:Joppel‘ o : 3 :
Thig group of mines lie around the cbvicus footbridge crossing Tevers Water Deck at
the south.easterly end of ]'_eVe,,I‘§ Water.;,fl mmber of short levels vere invegstigated but -
the most promising and interesiing working proved to be the one ttcessible from a snall
entrance nearest the footb:t'ldge men'bloned.above. Tl}ls was found to fork after a short
distance, the right hand side passage ending relatively shortly, The left hand passage
“oads-to a smll but very :dee'p“hofz.‘eAm the fioor, This “eam e SToEs6d Very onre fally
( a bit dicey) and a furcher section of the gallery lcads to a large ‘gaplng hole
which is spasmed by a wooden plank. This can be very carefully traversed over (very
dicey - use a lifeline). After a further traverse a large stope wug reachel, the walls
being covered by a very ,attract;vvewcoatn:ng of blue/rreen coptper.-T?ze Passage contimues
from here and is partly railed. A fork is s00n reached ?nd the rigit- hand level wag
found to lead to arother large stope,. the ralls protrudn,ng',over,the efpel To ths left
the gallery was found to continue ag a yuoky brown la.ke which was erossed and Furyiien
wet passages were followed but no .definite end was reached.

— e 2

sontributions for Newsletter to H. Houghton, 29 Parkside Road,Mecmwood,leads
A1 con T 186 41Y. Tel 758505,
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