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Forthcogggg Attractions
If you have altered your Meets Gard as per last newsle’cter I hope you left room

for any further alterations, the firet one being:=-

North Wales Meet, evening of 26th May to 30th May, 1978. Leader - H.Hough’c.on
- " The. camps. 1'be has been rearranged at the head of Cwm Pennant at map ref SH53949R

‘ (Shee‘l: 116) To get there - drive as far up Pennant valley as. possible, after going

through the gate with the tin. for 10p’s fastened to it (do not contribute .cos
campsite fees cover this) you are nearly there. Where the foad finishes turn left
aeross the concrete bridge and camp-anywhere in the field up to the Pénces Fees 10p/

- person/night + 10p car. Toilet at farm or lots of bracken about? The programme is

" flexiblé, but we hope to include both under and above ground covering lead,copper,

slate and granite workings and machizery. Don't come and you'!ll miss a meet of a
life t:une._ Anyone not camping with us meet at camps:.te no later than 9-30am. -

g.uton Mine & Smelt Mill __pro;]_ect , July &'9th 1978, Leader M.Goth
mg w111 be on the army bivy area., Members w:Lsh:Lng to camp will be taken ‘
there on, Sat afternoons This site can only be used on this occasion - '

- The- a:Lms, on this initial meet, are primarily to make a start on the excavatlon

- of what is thought +0 be the old smelt mill, and to start to'tidy up generaIL'Ly

underground. ‘esgs Te-stacking the dea’is, removing rubbish etc.

"~ Meet on hoth days at 10-30am ir i 2e iay-by on the A66 opposite the Warcup road,
mp ref Nl'753158 (sheet 84 Teesdal: . (tLct here for any future Hilton Mee'l:s )

Anral_ D:Lnner 7th October, 19’" ST 1 = 74 00pm for 7-30pm,”
At Harefiéld Hall Hotel,:’:roune" Bl & course menu of traditional Xm.s fare

for £3.75 eachs . e
FareTield Hall is now under new mamagement , 80 this year we won't have to endure
the medieval music and even older jokes, so we can instead enjoy the guest of honour,
On the booking form; on the last page - you will find provision for mmes to be
nominated for the following Honours:-
1) Founders __cup - presented to any member/s for outstandlng dedlca'blon to 'bhe aims of
the Society in the current year.
2) Prg_s:Lden_s’ Piton - for the person who acheives the most merltorlous performnce
, during the year.
3) Golden Ch:Lcken = for the.greatest act of ineptitude during the year.:
Nominees are j‘udged on their merits (or oratory ability or lack of in ‘the case of the
metal feathered replica.) by an impartial Barmaster with oceasional heip from the
rest of the merbers forming the Barmoot Court. '
The completed booking form to be returned to Mrs J. Guthrie, 186 Stainon Road
Billingham, TS23 2RT no later than 16th Sep‘oember s 1978 accompanled by the full .
amount of £3.75 each.
Camping is availdde at Riverside Garavan Park, LofthouSe Road,Pateley Brldge .
Map ref SE 154657 (sheet 91),

aradon Hill.. Meet ggp_ort 24'bh/2’7th Ma.rch 1978 ’ John Kea'blng and Roy ‘Shambrook .

+ Good, Friday. The Meet was attended by the two leade#s, 2 member of the Trevithick
Society (Mrs Gill Burke), and two . junior (prospective futurc merbers?) of the Northern
Mine Research Society. After arriving at Butterdon Mill at 5am Good Friday morning,
and after the usual "settling in" périod, a pleasant day was spent inspecting the
setts of Wheals Wrey, Ludcott, Treweztha and Hony and Trelawney mines - some ' - 5
excellent specimens e.g. galena, flourits and spar being obtained.

Saturday. This meet was a littls betier attanded, with 5 members of another
society turnlng up.  After leaving Bu’bter"on Miil at 9am the group - 11 persons in
all - mde their way to Crows Nest village , where after leaving the cars on the
approaches to South Caradon mine dressing floors, a shorttour was made through the
western section of South Caradon, viewing Jope's shaft (140 fathoms) and engine
house (in an excellent state of preservation), Pearce's shaft (120 fathoms), and 01d

Sump sha.i‘b (250 fathoms), before go:.ng underground 1n'bo the MEa.in Adit - s:.tuated
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jmmediately beneath the Miners!: Drying Hoube complsx, where subsequently the party
divided into two groups = John Keating -baklng one group into stopes above adit
lovel and examining lode stiruetures, and the other party led by Roy Shambrook
traversed a northern cross~cut into 0ld Sump shaft.

Returning to the cars, both parties made their way to Eaet Garadon. ine- viar
Tokenbury Cormer, where Williams Shaft (150 fathoms),Seccombe’s Shaft (=20 fathoms)
Footway Shaft (60 fathoms) were :x.nspacted, together viith the si'be of the m:.nes coa.l
yard and East- Caradon Main-Adits-

-2 Saturday - -evening,a’ collec'blon of glides were shown- by John Keating illustrat:.ng
various ‘geologleal structures and faults ih different areas of the British Isles. -

Sunday.. The cars lsft Butterdon Mi1l at 9.30am. Marke Valley mine was first”

. visited, where Fawcett's Shaft :(100- fathoms) in the eastern-section’ of the mine,
Deep Adit, and a Wheel<plt wére ifsysctsd. Followed by Salisbury Shaft (148 fathoms) ,
New- Eng:.ne Shaft (112 fathoms), Chi’. 5's Shaft (60 fathoms)‘and the dress:.ng floo:;'s
vhere ‘many buddles weré 'still visiblis aiotigst the undetgrowth. = -
- Thenthe party proeeeded wup thé northera flank of Caradon’ Hill, through Wést JV
Rosedown getty to the liskeard & Caradon Railway to Wheal J’enk:.n, looking into
Dunsley Wheal Pheenix and Whael Jeni:in =2dits en route, prior.to meetlng up with John
Keating and other mémbers at ‘Prifce’ =2 W.lss shaft, Phoenix-United fine, where ‘the
Mauin Mi1l ‘(érected 1907-1909). was visited, together with Seecombels Shaft (230
fathoms), Prince of Wales ‘'shaft (200 fa™ oms) s &nd Hamiltonls shaft (60 fathoms)
‘Were:geen. - Members were also shown vhat is fiow lacally known as the "Burning House" .
originally -a caleiner, nowused as & depository for a collection of Broughams and
farm carts. Members were: also ab]n o' take a close look at Phoenix United Account
House = & fine and imposinsg i t o g £ shrusture now a private residence, and its
Auction Window, where pitu;o: fi s mo uere auctioned “to Tributors. ’

Monday. The inclement weather tnat cuy restricted the programme to visits to -bhe
Middle and Eastern sections-of South Caradon mine, where Holman's (210 fathoms) ;-
Rule!s (230 fathoms) and Kittow's shafts were inspected, the latter having. three
inclines meeting under the one shaft collar - a most umsua 1 arrangement. =
. . -Further deterioration in the waether, forced a premature re'burn to the edrs at
.A3pm, when 'bhe Meet closed. ' .

- ww e ww e

. According to a report in.the Yorkshire EVen:Lng Pos{; of April 25'bh “Bewerley Mines
Mines Ltd which has offices in London, had Tiled a planning applicatlon to carry
out mineral workings -and erect buildings on Bewerley Moor and in Greenhowvillage.
The company, which last mined there in 1966, wants to- extract flourspar, baryl;es,
lead, zine, silica and limestone, all of*which are known to be there, * =~
A Harrogate planning spokesman said the mining would cover four square m:x.]es _
' arm.xnd Greenhow village and would extend to the boundary of the Yorkshlre Dales N
Natiomal Park. '
Bewerley Mineg plan to.erect workshops y offices logomotive sheds, a stone- S
crush::.ng plant and an explosives magazire, & new dressing mlll would stand on the
srte of the old smelt m:.ll at Cockh:n.ll mine " C

¥ ——--«--—-

Oldham Mining Fauiprent
"~ If anyone has been in the habit of deallng with Cagey Bros of St.Helens, their
cap lamp busines has now beon transferreéd to JeA.Jones (Mining), 19 Simons Close,
-¢G10s30p,Derbysh1re. Tel Glossop 5750. There is ' no memtion on their ‘price; Mist;of
a replatlng service, but they Seem to stock most spares and various bits. -

————-—.—

Surplus publications - - ' IR “
Yet another hopaful wan'blnp to be 8o buy or- swap any out - oi‘ print o unmnted o

copies of our:publieations.'He.says he Fas some early copies of the’ PDHMS' Bulletln
he would be. prepared to. exchargo fr > She ‘nve. Anyone 1n-berested cont.act.-v

- P.J.Challis, : - .

43 Fieldway, .

Liverpool 15, ‘ '

: : Tel leerpool ’722,'94
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Miners have very special compagses? - ..., .
"TWSir Walter Scott's Journal for Mondayw-?. M&mh 1829 coptaing, the- foilwing ,
passage; IDihed &b thedRoyaliSoéiety Clubr:and wenb to:the Society -in the: evenmg.
There-was a:paperdead:by! MriBould engineerupon: the: Sub;}eirt «of vthe ‘minerts compass: .
and the- mmamamf to:which it is -subject from mgnebic and: elaetriond- qualities in:
_the bok:of:thé’ compass: iteelf:or in different substances whidh dpproach’ther meedle.
One thing: -gbrusk mesas:gurioiis, namely, that the.affection of bhe néedle is-fiok: in
proporion to the mss of the a%rac‘hive .aubstdnce but’ to:itssproximity-to the-:
inplemen'b Thus an 1ron ‘buckle placed near to the compass will occasion a greater
han-4iship © ron bars stgwed:at a: greatér:distance!: i
-on. the use of a’ eompass by miners wold be woleome; arid in
¢ type ofrcompags used was sufficientily elabordte ob specinl
subjeat for-a:paper redd to the Royal. Soeieky. (of Edinburgh)...

ap 'to'%ne;. 8 'su;bab?w

It is 'bemp’cma o ruggﬁst “hat m:.ner's was a slip of -the pen. for mrinerls, but

“__g« xhere is no’ refe:: e to Robe”’b Bald's paper in the

kThe above was. submtted by one of our members . W.J .ﬂr’mg, but if replies aTe
sent to me (H a;Ioug.’t”r:@n) I'll pa.ss ‘them o= mght even I:r.lch some of them for use

] ) 1, ' ' . H. Heugh’bon. ree s
Tha Meet Jfor- me ﬁtarted at 8.30pm S&burday nigh‘b when John Me rafgoand asked’
'ne to Jead his Meeb-for-him ‘goa he was:"reight poeley", though I-think the: reason
is because he went to his map ref on sheet !'89! and couldn'tget across from
Workington in time. (He rust be attracted to his metal featherd friend and want to
win it ‘again next year).
‘On Sunday 30 ox more members met at Buckden (as per 0.S.zsheet 98) and led from

 "the rear most procesded up the gill in the general direction of the m:r.ne. A vost and

explanopion-was had.at:the old smelt mill-which ve excavated 3 yeédrs ago. This:
could d,o with-a; ac*y, gpent tidying and rebuilding the- rem::.ns, and- if any menber has -

- had any experience in trapping Mceéwmm,xportu his services ecould be used he¥e. ThHére

is evidence of a fair sized ¢ o'ony, going by the mumber of hatched metal eggs! At
this stage it was noted that we had logt our sole wet-suited member, he was later

‘ .found to have mz*teu Gus to this years day of ‘summex,

~Ingide - a child and a fog spent virying longhhs ‘of biie polking
the ‘read aocegible parts-ofithe- ‘mine’ Weré: v1s1’ced

-B;ay, as ig .thelr wont me‘b up wi*bh us as

and crawung BTG o8

We were_cm oui' way: G:.'tq &5

&

~— The rest of the mest We. 3 :f:‘oz"= 13?;6*1_). ’v:al ks 4in 'b‘le mclnn:by, 'though no*b all @f a

mimdngimature,  "been pub lueh daddy™.: : ‘
Note - Ifﬂnyone has:‘found .o :dog's lead: somewhere in or :]ust outs:.de"thefmlney
please let mg <knovy > leos (my- dogs 1ost ongs No reward. CTag il o 34

‘t-—-——-p

“.Daj_.lz M'nl snip Ba'btery opera'bed train to take tourists through an old lead mine is .'

; ,smilarly 'b;.'ble&

_ * - .not read the 1atter ‘more carefilly sirce this would have helped %o prevent thi
' f'Dalesmn publlca;on from becoming a _complefbe as saster' Homover, bearlng in mlnd;,;the

beingip d at Thornthwalte near Keswick, Gumbr:.a. \

The author of "this work Seens £0 have used , a5 a basis for this. ooklet , 2 L
< publication issued by ‘the Pealk Park Planm.ng Board in collabomtlon
‘with'tho Penk District Mihes Historieal Soeciety. It is a pity that Mr Bewerley 'dld :

-

famil:.a‘r maxim that” if one. e'mnot_ sa

all, I fear that enough__ha-ﬂ i

Aung pomphmentary don"b say any—bhlng a.t




"Saradon and Looes The Canal,Railways and Mines" M.J.Messenger. Twelveheads Press,

Chy Mengleth,Twelveheads,Truro,Cormwall, TR, 8SN. 128pp.,38 plates. ,15maps and .
dlagrams.: Hard backs 24.00 Coxd Covers: £2,50.
This book is the first. deﬁ.nitive history of the Idakeard & Caradon Ra;lw.y, .

thelusbard&umeﬂnioncamlandtheuaheaxd&hae&ilmy.meoppermines,»,

granite. quarriea and the tin mines are dealt with, as are the men behind these
entefprises. This book should not be confused with a similar title (Railways of

Looe and caradon) issued by Messrs Porge Books, which, although curreuuy over £1

cheaper, mnks aa & poor: second to Mr Hassenger's work. ;
"he 014 Motal Mines of Mid-Wnles, Ph &Abe ‘

D.E.Bick. The Pourd House,lzvu n,G..Js GL18 ]P8. 52pp +mps &illustmtions.&?l.SO.

o3t 5 of Mr Bickis exceilent series on these mines 1s in similar style to the™

other ¢ arbet and, like the others, is filled with fagcinating information concerning
theso 1ittle knowm areas. The best mines ave dustribed ia the detail they desarve.
In addition to ninés of lead, the aubbor also dizcusses the oocurance :(and extmction

of) ph ,{.z,;ueg iron and - would you beleive it - coal necr Dolgellau, and last but -
not Icash, a short deseription of the 11fe and work cf Westgarth Fora'her, the well
known rioing enginosr who was concsrn nzi 1:;1“1 many Welsh ventures.

A raird-back, band-bound edition o alili-five parts is now availabls, each signed
and nuzbered with a comprehensive index, at the price of £8.50 + 30p postage. For

ordsrs of three or more Mr Bick offers a 25% discount, so have a word with friends,

(Field Moeting. An informal meeting for those subscribers to MWW (above) has
been organised by the author. This will take place at Dylife Mine (NGR. SNS62940)

on Sunday June 18th 1978 at 12 noon. Weather permitting, a wallk will be mde over to

Pen Dylife and Dyfngwm before depart:lng. No -acknowledgement nseesaary »
R.H. Bird

_ula‘%h Min..éﬂ&__i..-

muer.salforthisnexbl‘bmoirs shouldbeinthaeditor'ahaudsbmeeBﬂbhin ‘

order to keep to the proposed publishing programme and to allow the 'decks to be
c]samd' tor anc!:her 1ssue of Mr Foster-Smith'a series 1n late Autmm. '

Iﬂﬁ iIf any member 4s fossicking around Hartsop Mine in Patterdale and comes across a

kit bag containing hammers,chisels,and a carbide lamp would they please drop a

line to Geoff Rose, 25 Ratoliffs Road,Sileby,leies, who would be nleased to offer

an agtounding reward for the return of same, Rumour has it that said bag alao
‘comtains auriferous samples ond coms mouldy sarniesl
2) Would all members please check %lwir bookshelves for the Library copy of Roberb
Clough's 'A Treatise on“the ‘Exploitation of Minea!'! and either pass it to a

committee memwber or direct to the Librarian:e E.Nutter, 38 Skipton 014 Rd,;Colne,

lancs BB8 7AF.
3) Dog's lead (see Buekden Hset Report).

John Hunter, our current affairs in Hearda]e correspondent uho reaides in South
Africa has sent & 1ittle more follow-up on the Weardale Iea.d Coj3« "Swiss Aluminium

Mining (SAMUK) not only acquired the flourspar mining and milling operations from 1.6.1
but it has also contracted Matthew Hall Ortech to design, supply and srect a fhicr~ '
spar processing plant at Rookhope. The plant is scheduleq to come on stream in January
1979 and will have a capicity of 70,000 tomne/yedr of acid grade fluorspar as well as
metallurgieal and premium grades and & small amount of lsad concentrate. The value -of
the contract is reported to be nearly, £2m:111:lon, and the plant will handle the mrb;ul'.

of several mines in the northern Pennine areae

The British Steel Corp is also planning expengions for its fwr Heardale m::r-
spar minea, and aplant is to be built at West Blackdene., .

Further south, in Derbyshire, Dregser Minerals Intermticml has aoquired the old
Hopton Works (now renamed Ryder Point) near Matlock, This has an installed capacity

of 80,000 tonne/year acid grade filtercake, and can be readily expanded to 130,000
e

N’



tonne/year if sufficient resources are discovered in their 10,000 acres of acquired '
minera’,}. r:.ghtm , L ‘ .

1w C — . -

Mount Welllngton Tin Mlne closes '

* Due to ore of poor tenor, high pump:.ng costs and a fall in the world price of
tin, notice has been. given to 350 workers at the Mount Wellington mine near Truro.
Development of. the Mount Wellington concern started in 1974 and since then the
Goyethment have provided more than £1.8 millioris in loans and grants. In addition,
the company's sharehol ders have jgrovmded about £8 mill:.ons, Wellington has been
facing ‘pumping costs of around £ millicn a year and ginze nearby Wheal Jane will
fected by the shoppage of‘ Nelllng'tonis pampe; the former could well find _
.pwnplr‘? hbokh mceﬁs water - a not unfamiiiar ocssurance in metal mining
- south west ~ and recently Wheal Jane have nad enough problems to

surmmma“ without this addcd EXLIISC o :

" In fuct, Pepowhe ‘n the Mining Journal (April 28th 11978) indicate thaty unless g
there is gome - Gu'.ck Government action, Wheal Jans i to elose within the next few
weeks, : Jane fs curvently pumping 20 million litres/day (about 4,399,375 gallons)
and- experiew“d a loga . of £400.000 last year desprce heavy investment which - :

:anlude@ a deepening of the: WOrkings. There can be little doubt that, if Whea.l J'ane

is contirmed, not only will it be necessary to cope with Welhngton's water but

1so probably the whole of the drainage of the district which includes the nearby
\‘ﬁm‘beqﬁMines and Consols” < the Former's water alreadypouring into Wellington's . -
workings to such an extent that attempts have been made to lower the level in this
0ld and extensive mine to little avail, If Wheal Jane goes to the wall, another

418 jobs will go with her; a bitter pill %6 swallow in an area of very high :

\gnemgl@yment and a great disappoirrcment toa hoped—for mining revival in the West
O‘m ry.

R.H.B.

B e e i
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01l Strike West Craven -

Phis sengational Head-li J.ne appeared in the Craven Hetdld last Februury. Upon
reading further though, the residents of Horton-in.Craven had better wait o while -
longer before donning nlght shirts and yashmaks andapplying to join 0.P.E.C.

Claff 0il Ltd., are carrying out under licence geological seismic survey and
drilling a shallow exploritory bore hole about 350 metres deep. The operation is
costing £70,000 and is expected to take about 6 weeks, ..

~To- date, accordlng to "NMRS 5p1es ? ne 011 has been found and drllllng goes on. B

For ‘Sﬂle SR R ‘ )
T The follomng 'puol:;ca hiops are: a.va.:_]able from Bob Guthrie » 186 Statisn Road,

[z

Billing ham, TSZj ZRT. \?rxes 1nc3nae “post and packlng)

Menbhers  Non-Members

Vol 2 No 3 e "hbmo1“° "913 e e BGHTT TR0W70
Vol 2 No 4 k 2974 _ - £1.00 £1,00
British:Mining No -2 . Bay M._"Je,, anlockhead S £1.25 £1.40
- British Mining No.4 ‘Mines of Anglesey & Caernarvonshlre £1.00 £1.35
British Mining No+5 Memeirs 1977 . i £1.40 - £1.,75
British Mining No 6 Mines of Merioneth- =~ . £0.90 ¥ £1.35

lees not s*hown' are out ‘of print. # A few coples only. ,

=

Algo we have how sold out of car stickers , but metal lapel badges can still be

obtained Trom John McNe:Ll 12 Woodv:l_lle Road, Brlerfleld Nelson at 35p collected
45p pos’cela

Meets 1979, : ‘ o
If you are prepared to ].ead a Meet next year, please contact John McNeJ.l at the
above address.

CAl1l contrlbutions/ gommerha  far_noveloktarm Fo ho . mesk ok o BT T as cdod o A i




