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Annu1.l General Meeting 5th February 1978 at Skipton. 
About 2 dozen members were present, and a:rter the last.,_ minutes were read, 

the following reports were submitted and the proposed alteration to the constitution 
(as shown in last newsletter) was accepted. The new elected committee menbers are:-

President J!Ts .J ~Guthrie,l86 Station Rd.,Billingba.m.. Tel.M'boro 554437 
Vice-Pres. J.H.McNeil,l2 Woodville Rd.,Brierfield,Nelson.Tel0282 63297 
Junior Vice-Pres. Mrs.L.~nch,lO Exeter Cres,Killinghall,Harrogate. 
Treasurer Mrs.J.Griffin,l9 Westfield Terr,Baildon,Shipley. 
Secretary J.H.l~Neil (address as above) 
Editor R.H.Bird,41 Windsor 'Wa.lk,South Anston,Sheffield. 090 978 3229 
PRO H.Houghton,29 Parkside Rd,Meanwood,Leeds 6. Tel 0532 758505 
Recorder A.P.Finch~lO Exeter Cres,Killinghall,Harrogate. 
Librarian E,Nutter,38 Skipton Old Rd.,,Colne. Tel Colne 4572 

'-1'he reason for these alterations on co:mmittee are ma.inly because if Adrian manages to 
stay at. UnL for tJ:l_e next 2 years and gains b;i.s honours, it is very unlikely that he 
will be remaining in this area .. As it seems to take about 2 years ·for mil to stop 
being delivered to previous· secretaries, Lynda has stood down officially and John Me 
has taken over as secretary .. 
Treasurer - see attached balance sheet 
§,e.2,t~~rz The past twelve months h£\.ve once again shown i.mproved membership among· 
other things~ E.'lquiries have been coming in steadily and I think prompt attention 
which these have received has paid off. 

It is -vJith regret that I am standing down .from this office, but owing to 
personal circumstances I feel that in fairness to the Society I should retire, 
however Society membership enquiries will still receive prompt attention as for a 
while I shall still deal with correspondence arriving at r:ry present address. 

I should ldke to take this opportunity to thank members for their help and 
co-operation over the year. 

L.~nch. 

~d!tQr ~he last twelve months have been a most satisfactory period for the 
lulllica:t'ions section of the society. A change of format size and the individtul.l cover 

'-designs :for the Monographs have hope:f'ully 1mde our publications more attractive for 
the retail market. We were also able to issue three separate volumes during the year 
as a result of a large cash donation. 

It is probable that we will again be in a position to repeat the output in 1978 
with a late edition of the vlelsh series - this one entitles "The Mines of Montgomery .. 
and Radnorshire" -being issued towards the end of' the year. If this is possible, an 
order form will be included in the . newsletter for the extra volume, nearer the time • 
The an:r:Jndment to the constitution before us today is to cover this eventuality. It is 
desirable to divorce these extra issues from the rest of our work for two reasons; 
firstly to complete the Welsh series in the shortest possible time and secondly to 
retain a varied output of publications. 

The concept of a nationally orientated series seems to have found favour with 
the membership and generally there has been a good response to calls for articles -
particularly individual monographs. Shorter articles are al-wuys required for the 
Autu..'1lll Memoirs however. Contributors to our publications can be assured that their 
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work will have a wide readership by virtue of' our incr~asing circulation and that ~· ~ ... ~ 
research papers will not end up in some obscure repository where their presence nay 
only be knmm to a few. Moreover; I feel that there . are rrnny fine papers which have ~ 
never seen the light of day due to their authors' not having facilities and capital 
available to publish these things themselves or, alt~~tively, their work does not 
fall into the appropriate areas covered by a localised society. Th~se days coi!JmO:r'cial 
publishers are al$o wary of specialised mining parers. since the finaneial return on 
these is very limited. It is certain therefore that we can expect a continuing. growth 
in oo.rmonograph series which :will benefit author,the sd,cietyand the mining r..ist9rian. 

Regarding' futUre issues ,it is, in m:i.uing parlance, a good idea. to keep reserves 
well ahead of the mill• This not· only retains members t· interest but alloWs plenty of 
preparation tin~ ·for the editort1 . 

Tur:rrl.ng to fir.ance·, you will see that tJ:1..ere has been a steady growth in float 
capital available and I think that this can largely be attributed to a more realistic 
retail pricing per volume., C"u.ch a float is essential to avoid strangling output. 
Slight concern has been expressed &bou~ _the 1arger-than-'l.l8ual publication stock held 
a.t Billingham. This, md :Oeen brought about by o·ve:~:pr:tnting each is-sue to avoid the 
price per copy esealating and the whole print run from being borne by our members "---' 
and subscribers .. However I don 1t think there will be much difficulty in selling this 
stock within the :next two or three yea.."':'s and, in any case, a gpod stock of back 
numbers -provided it does not tie up too ~ch money -shows that we are persuing a 
vigourous and healthy publishi..."'lg progranune. · 

Th? continuing i.."lcrea.ses in printing and paper pric-es together with postage were 
a priroo cause of the necessary subscription increases this year. To give an e:Xrunple: 
production cost of BM4 in 'May 177 v..ras £279,.00 on a print run of 500. BM6, a similar 
publication - but without photographs -vias only £20 less in November on a print run 
of 3001 In other words, BM6 was 54% more expensive per vo1Ul11e than BM4. EVen allowing 
for the reduced quantity, which put 20;fo on the price per copy, there was still an 
increase of 341a in' s:lx months. For every 100 copies primed, costs (per vol) fall by 
10% so the more rembers and sales the mrrier. Perhaps we can draw cold comfort from ·'· 1 

the fuct that every other society is raced with this problem, some, more s'o .than us. 
During the year two advertising leaflets were produced and circulated to va:rious 

kindred societies, together with a selGOt r».mber of review copies of British ~Jining. 
This has almost certainly resulted in increased a~tersales and more members~ 

An attempt - and a successful one at that- has been :nnde to secure commercial 
outlets for our publications and thanks nrust go to Bob Guthrie for the bulk of thi' 

- work, as_ well as his c.onscie."ltious ha.ndling_o.:t _t_he aft_ersale~L ltl.de_._ _ _ .- . ·'---"' 
Sue and Harry Houghton have ag.am taken on the job of initial dispatch of 

publications, so relieving me of this onerous and time consuming job, for' which, 
much thank at 

A.f'ter producing five issues of our work, laurie Pepper and his staff at Office 
Liaison Ltd have become thoroughly aquainted with our needs and style. Their welcoi!lEl 
advice, high standard of worktmnship co-operation and sympathetic regard for our 
rather. limited resources have l'Jtlde editorial work not only easior but a. pleasant and 
enjoyabie .buainesa. Perhaps I should point out that when the time comes, and assuming 
printing policy renaina unchanged, ··rrry successor will find. this little company very 
helpful, even though co121lltU1ications :nny not . be as easy as at present. · 

There wouldhowever, be no publications to print but for the fact. that so nany 
members have taken time and trouble in submitting their work, and for this, I am 
sure the whole membership is justly appreciative. . 

A final point·, and this iS. that whilst your coi!Ifllttee has already thanked him. by 
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letter, I feel it is. opportu.11e to reiterate our thanks to 14r Foster-smith fo~ his 
magntricent donation towards the. cost of publishing his work on the metal mines of 
Wales. Eyery effort -will be made to complete the series as soon as possible. This is 
only fair 1 since we have had the :t--1SS in hD.nd for about 10 years • It is significant I 
think, tbnt this author has enough confidence ·in the society to mike available a gift 
of £250 in order to help us with the" job. · 

·The next publication, nA History of the Conlig and \fuitespots lead Minesn, will 
be issued in May. 

R.H.Bird. 

;eRQ Over the past year 4 news~ have been prod~ced and would appear to have been 
favourably reviewed by most roombers • I ·would 1.:Uke to thank all those who contributed 
to the success of the newsletters by sending i..11 articles, and also to. apologise for 
any that have not yet appeared. 'fhe problem this year has been to keep the number of 
pages down to a reason:'l.ble le·vel -this doesn't mean for you to stop sending me 
articles though, it's better to have too :rr.a.ny than 1;10t enough. 

I wmUti also like to thank my staff (the one who pulls my strings and works :me) 
for all the work she has done to enable the newslett.er to be produced at all. Ta Sue 1 

If anyone can offer or help with a supply of d"i.:..plicating paper, this 1.rill help to 
keep PRO expenses down and ultk--ntely your subs~, which this year were about £40. 
This covered mainly postage, all paper used was p3.id for 2/3 years ago and these 
stocks are n~:>W nearly eXLlw.usted. Ex.jenses have also been kept down by the policy of 
~ndihg Newsletter· and BM out together where possible, as well as bulk deliveries to 
areas for dist"ributuon b-y- roombers • Thanks • 

H. Houghton., 
fie.Q.OI,d~ U:rlfortunately the Records have not been us.ed. in the past months, so again 
I have no report, other than, :material is being prepared for transfer to my successor. 

I would 'also lilm to thank th<jSe :members who have deposited mteria.l in the past 
.. and trust that they will continue to do so. 

M.Gill. 

Librarian Over the- :tnst year. the library has been' fairly regularly used by a variety 
~£-ni'nibers and a number- of additions have been made. 

A.P.Finch. 

List of New lxembers as additions to the Members List. 
!'UJ.l 
I.J.Brown 
D.WoDavies 
C.Moffitt 
A.J .. Pearce 
V.M.D.Quant 
M.Street 
T.Thompson 
!.Francis 
J .M .Saville 
Associate 

95 Mlnygates lane, Sandal,Wake£ield. 
5 Mldison Avenue ,Cheadle HuJ..n:e ,Cheadle ,cmsr..ire SK8 5DF 
12 Rowan Drive ,Heybridge ,Maldon,Essex EM9 7BW. 
34 Madison Avenue,Chaddesdon,Derby · 
Silverwood,Gwernymynydd, Mold,Clwyd CH'7 5LE. 
10 Oakwell Crescent,Ieeds IS8 4ItF. 
•Underoliffe' 10 :.rhe Avenue,~ioodland Park,Prestatyn,Clwy.d LL19 9RD. 
19 Oak Iane,Hanson· Iane,Halif'ax 
23 'Wharfedale Crescent,Garforth. 

Beamish North of EngJ.a.nd Open Air MuseUlll, Beamish Htlll,stanley,Co.Durham. 
D.M.Holmes 34 Syde:nham Avenue,Liverpool Ll7 
Ironbridge Gorge :Huseum Trust,Ironbridge,Telford,Salop. 



.... ...---'J:he · 'Weardale lead Oorgpany 
P\lrther to the article by Dr F.W~Smith which appeared in British Mining No 5 and 

d9tai,.ls the abOV'e OO!Ilp8.J::W'S activities,_ it ill\y be Of interest to _)..ea,rn that owner­
ship at Weardale changed on Jtme lst 1977. Dr Smith points out that the I.O .L. 
sharehold.ing -was transferred to Swiss Aluminium Mining (U.K.) Ltd and that his "---' 
a.rtiole -was released during I.G.I.•s ownership, with the latter company's permission. 

DraWing Office Servige --- ... 
One of • our 100mbers 'Who owns ·a. busiriess speoialising1 among other things 1 in 

copying drawings and plans, has kindly offered his services to any 100mber who wishes 
to nake use of him. Anyone wanting any projects or research reports 1old. mine plans 
eto. 1 doing could do worse than to oontaot hi...'n1 the proposed oharge will be £1 per 
hour. If .interested oontaot:- W .G.I.aok, at Geoplot Services, The Ra.dleth1P1ea.ley1 

· Pontes bury ,shrewsbury SY5 OXF. 

11 Greenside 1896 ... ... -... 
The §tory of Smiths Winder 

Money being tight and ingenuity strong and sorap in plenty they thought theyt d 
build a. winder themselves • Mr ,Borlase the ohief coJOOdia.n at the mine then, presented 
Tom, John, Jos and Geo;rge with a drawing (not a plan) and said now it ts up to you, 
see "What ydu can :rrnke up. I'll get a few wheels when we See whats "Wanted, and aVJD.y 
we go. 

There happened to be an old hydraulic winding engine at Low Level shaft top; e 
grand engine but no watel" to drive it {the water had got away down some old workingS 
on its way from Linkindale) so they used the old iron sha:f.'t 131 3" long. It had been 
forged out square and then drawn under the ham:ner on the corners and. mde octagon, so 
into the lathe it went. One journal '5t'. at each end and one 9' from the end mking 
the fast and loose drums between 1 and an old 6J 6" brake 'Wheel pioked up :from the Old 
Low level incline. .. 

There were two 5ft ~ and soiOO old oast .IOOtal pedestals 3 t 6" high1 that 
'Would just coiOO in for the job, left a~ Low ~vel shart t6p •. These were belonging to 
the· hydraulic vdnder, the first· winder ~r put down at Greens-ide well over ;1.00 yrs 
ago. So off they went to lower them down tm sha.tt to lucy level. All went "Well till 
the loose drum got over the edge 1 then the chain broke and awa.y it went taldng timber 
and pipes with it. The centre of the loose drmn was the only p:J.rt unbroken. · 

The next thing -was to- get casting two drUm sides to run on the old centrepiece 
and t'Wo discs with opposite pin holes and octagon eentres to fasten on to the ootagon 
shaft with wood packing 7' long by 11" thiok and tightened up with iron wedges, so 
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rraking a loose drum when. pins were w-1.thdrawn for adh1J.P-t(i..11G ropes •......... 
:(n ther mearrtime ·wheels were g9t; cast· :i:ron··!ielieal tooth, flanged, fdr: the ·lA'st 

two motions ~nd steel straight tee~h tar the .first • Then tE) fiXing; as cement was· not 
much in use ip. those, daYs heavy cr-os-s. sections -of tL."llber were' laid down and .fixec!.' . 
with ,bo~ts tiliroiigh 'for the timber •carrying the pedestals~ which ruid three feet each 
about 1ft. square~ 'Tne centre 6he being under the -druni shaft. The top section taking 
the bearing~ arid alSo• the legs were' H seCtion. lit' thick With long rounded end slot 
holes :for lightness, f'rom the centre bearing· t'O ba_ck of c1rU:ma. · · · 

Then there -was the motor, a lmge af~air nnde by Jacksons of Manchester, 500 volt 
4 pole with a 2ft dia. arm1ture ,(just Such another n:nchine as the old d.e;.gene_~to.r 
up at No. 3 Power ·Hause at~ the. present). - · . · .. , . " 

After a. good deal o£ hard graft) jacking and pinching and scheming it -was- got.· 
together. As usual there_ -was no head-room even if' they'd bad any blocks. Sweat and 
blood~ but no tears (newt ·gars reet till· somebodys got napped and a bit of bloOd let 
out). ' -·-

And so the first ele'ct:ric winder was put in commission in this · country. 
·.. · Electricity was then still in its infancy and no-one had hit on the idea of a 

'-:reversible motor, so· they co!Ii$-_by a o0u.ble clutch bevel geared revers:L"1g device which 
was· coupled ori. to- the mdbor and · f'i:rct reduction gear. This device is still on the 
property and Wa.s in daily use until tb.e old f'irm closed down. 

It was· a job well done by real c:;;a£ti:nren. hy didn't know who Euclid -was arid 
· cared less, but practised his art be:':'ore he knew it; the shortest distance between 
two points is get at it, a centre lli:te; ·a bit 'of std.:ng, a. ruler, arul, no Top Hatter 
with a rotten plan. ' · · · · 

This winder worked corrtinuosly Uirtil Z7 ·AUg~l941 when the drum shaf't twisted off 
on the gear side, leaving_·:~ drums standing intact with one Oa.ge Up and one down~.~~ 

_The ab'ove was submitt·ed.:by Vaughan IB.hdlessc who doesn't know when or by whom it 
was written,- _{but he £01~-·~t at the Records Off'ioe at Ke:nd.al). . -. 

For Sale . . . 
The f'ollowing ~t:(Ql!~t!O!!S' arE; available from- B~hrie, 186 Station Road, 

Billingham c.Olevelattl ·~Z3 2m'. (Prices :i.rielude post am rnck:ing) · · ·. 
' · · lvleriiberS: Non-Members 

Vol 2 No 3 .·. Memoirs lo/13 £0.70 £0.70 
· x Vol 2 No 4 · Memoirs lo/74 £i.oo £1.00 
··· British Min:tng No 2.- The Da~ mine;IJJanlockhead £1.,25 . £1.40 
x British !-'fining, No ·:3 ..' Memoirs 19'76 -- · - '~ £1.05 £1.35 

British !·fining No 4. The Vlines of' Anglesey &Caernarvonshire £1.00· £1.35 
British Mining·· No· 5. Memoirs lo/17- £1.40 £1.75 
British. Mining·· No.6. The Mines of' M9rioneth £0.9,0 £1.35 

Titles not sbpwn_ are out of print. . :t A f'evl copies only. 
'';.. . . j 

AJ.so beleive ·it''or Hot we still have S;-IOO CaT Sticl~rs and rmtal lapel b8.dges. lef't 
These cah be obtained f'rom :JoJin MoNell,. J2 Hoodville Road,Brierfield,Nelson. · 
?rices:.;;. · · 

Car stickers.- 40P colle'ctect;: 50p pooted. · · 
·'Badges · -· 35p collected," 45p posted~ 





§'!.ln'A'ger Schools and c~.~-J378, 
a.) S'ndWdonia National Park Stu"'"' .. Ce·nt:re; Plas Tan y Bwlch.Mient.wrog ... Gwynedd LL4l 3YU • 
----~~~---~~~-~--~# , , 4 - 11 March. Qua.rrie~;~ & QuarrymerL 17 · ... 24 June Iea:d & Copper Mines 

1 :,;. 7 M9.y Welsh Gold Mines• 2.7 - 29 Oct Aspects of Ind. Arch. 
3 - 10 June Practical Ind...Archa.eology .. 29 Oct - 5 Nov Ind. Arch. of Snowdonia . . 

- ·- ........ 
Seeing as haw I've been banging on to this for the last 6 months, it is ti.Jne it 

was included:-
Hiijtb;ry · of the Registered Commny . R.Shambrook~ 

;c·;·itf.;; At common Jaw the . GrO'wn always had the right of .. granting charters of incorporation. 
Wliis right was first ilsed for creating co~rcia.l corPoratio~ at. the end of tll.e .16th 
and the beginning of the 17th centuries-, when such companies as .the Ie~nt Co1!1Jnny, 
the East India Company, the Hudssm•s :&l.y Company, and the notorious South Sea Company 
{later incorporated by a Special .Act ·or Parliament) were oi!'eated. As these 

'. ~corporations~ were legal entities . quito d:t:::t.inct f'ro:rn their :roombers' it thE:~refore 
follawed that at common Jaw the nnnibqr8 ·v:t;':::'G nvt l:iabls · f'or the debts of the 
corporation, and indeed the Crov.rn 1:-,.':;,ci n.o rcuor to incorpom:t.e persons so as to rrake 
them liable for debts of the co:rpor~i-:'.0!:1 .. : .. In a jXU"tmmhip, on the other hand,. the 
firm was not given a separate corpm;z:·3~t-:~ ox.istan~~e, the r:artn,ers we+e always 
individually liable .for all the debL;:-:: o:f the .firm - eago their. liability -was un .... 
limited. · · · · 

Tradii1g companies, as we know them, were. o;-~ ... ginally reguj.ated oi:>mpa.nies, 'tha.t. is 
companies in which each mmber traded with his .own stock subject to the rules of the 
company, but towa;t>ds the end of the J:7th century, the joint stock··c,b:mpany emerged, ~d 
this is the form of· comp9.ny we ·know t;odayo · · 

Eventually there grew up a. new type of ·company· based upon Qontra.ct, the contract 
taking the form of an elaborate Deed·· of' Settlement (most m:ining· qompanies were . . 
originS.lly "Deed of SEfl:;.tlement C?~es11 -or otherwise knqwn:as ncost Bqok ·co1!1Jnnies" 
the latter term deriving from ·the Cost Book wherin was entered all transactions of 
the company). The Deed of' BmitleiOOnt contained' provisions regu.J.ating the relations of' 
n:embers among themselves, pro'\r:iding ,fo~ the transfer, calls;· an.d 'forfeiture of sha:t'es, 
for e:xE.mple. The elaborate Deed or· 'Settlemnt continued in use Well -into 'the ?.Of:;h · 
century e.g. at Levant Mines in Pe!'.i!Geh, Cornwall -until 1919-1920, although after 

~ 1855 and 1856 when the Limited Liability Act was passed in the foi-}mr year, and the 
Joint Stock Companies Act passed in t.118.·1atter :yBar,· which s'tipstitu,ted the M3morandum 
& Articles of Association for the Deac:J, ·of $ettlement, the Deed of Settleroont 
gradually fell into disuse.. ·· 

The Limited Liability Act of 1855, whilst limiting a. ~mbers -liability to the 
amounts (if any) unpaid on his shares, largely weakened the ·close a.nd personal control 
which individual adventurers formerly €3xe:r:-eised over the affairs of' the company or 
mine. Thereafter ..- gradually at first, ansJ. then nnch more frequently, dividends 
became the yardstick whereby the -progress of a mi...'le we~ measured; mqreover with the 
capital nnch more widely spread and ·shs.reholuers living some distances. ·from the mine, 
these were unable to differentiate between legitimte mining or·downright frauds •. 
The yaars between 1860 .and 1890 were the hey...cta.y .of the fraudulent company prqmoter, 
so much so that far more money· was nad.e _from company litigation than .f;t'om ... actm+ 
mining or legiti.m9.te corpora:te enterpl~ise" In Great Wheal Polgooth v Lewis 1FJ79, it 
-was held that a Solicitor who does the legal work necessary in .forming a company, was 
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not himself a promoter, or in Etnnn .SUve'r Mi.njng Cpnir;nny' v Grant 1S'19, it was held 
that the term "I?romote~ ·aotua.lly involved· .·-'Floating• a company. The 'former oa.Se. 
arose -from an incident at the Polgooth Irirt~q~~:·~~~~ ~. StJWstell, where 
.pelarsons were indu~d t.o beoome -sbareholdera after ~,®"~ilfS~ .. ,~~~~---'.: .. _:;I:.Ji 

oed ale. · . - · - · ·. .· · · · · · · ·· ···. ·· ' · '' 
The Conwan:ies Aot of. 1862, repealed ana consolidated (muah abused . term in .lliiil.ing) 

~~=:~~~~~~:al0i~ a#~!la~c~~~~Jl':'~~'"4b~~e ~~~ ~r:=y~h~had 
~~n.· _:filduO&d ·to take shrires through false statenents in. a ~oswctU~=J, put ?-ot until a 
g~it~ve .. :La~~,:~~~-,- 19,oo, were. provisions nnde for the oompulsocy a.~t ·of ~\ · . 
ao~es accounts, Url:tiil ~hen this duty was imrariabl;r· :perf'e~d b:y a~ d.i.l'eetOD o» . 
other officers of the company, one. oo.n well inngine the outcry this would cause todayl 

· ~e Companies· Act of 1862, was very much a m:i.Xed blessing,. for whilr;Jt conso;I;i.dati.ng 
· previous. company ~gislation , at the sane tiloo gave the fraudulent company promoter 

n1llch gt-eater scope for fraud. This Act however, also held t~t the ~mora.nd'll'l# ~ _,; _ 
Articles of Asse>ciation were public dOOUIOOnts and' therefore qlB.~ble' pf be~pg -~pe9ted 
by a~ ll:lte~ s~~a.t?-~r,. anti ·1,n ~t Holyf'q;i-cF~ng qonwany v·Jhhomsr.J.a75: ?!:· 

L.R 7 H.t.869 ~J4:tha,t ·a j3mr~o;\.de~ 'Was not ,~htitle<l to ~V'e ·Pis conf;raQt.~to .:talm'--../ 
=~=~t asic1e,". qr.:pleading~~ ~-~d not ~-~~ve~aa·t~-~o~s ~mq~if~:&,_,' 

A. ve-r:s la.rg~ ~r ·of min:i.ng oompa.nies were ~ncerpol'ate.d · ~th ·-im ;i.ssued al1d I?!lld 
up share >QaPi~l o~ Sl2 o:D 1024 ¢,;!. ~}¥l.~s 1 the ~~d of, ~"tt:\.emept Of. Dfjvori Greli~ : _,., 
Consols Oopper Mf11.i.ng Company Pl.'~ fort~. ~tter,. I,Iowever~ in tbf3 l$60~s ~d 
~7.0! S with the gr:B,4'1J&l ~ustio~ of- 091Jper ~~ 1 and: to. ~et growp_n{f COII/.p~rbiop 
~S?Jll. ~ . ~p~i.~ 0$ r~;t~ 9~~-' ~;Lal :F{eq~nst~wrt~<?IW iilvolv±ng ·l!lLWh. Jarge:r 
~~ ~m~taJ.s:b9~ ~ce139~ ~tg•~-a;"i De:von At~at Cq~p~i wh~re op. ¥+~ ~Y .l~?. a 
~~,9,~;t ~Sotu~;to~.VJt¥3- ~~~?- ~t·-~ ~raor.~~ <;le~~;t. ~~tipg1 ;t~ ~s ,~~i~d ~o 
:pe~giL•r\l~r :t;Mt company;under the. C§mpanies Acts 1862 & 1~7,-·to substitute the 
M3mora:nduril & Articles of Associatip1(for the origia.ill Deed of Settle100nt; and tp . ... . 
.~~ee the s~~ .~pital from tlff¥: origim.11 -~aunt to 10, '240 shares of £5 each. 
This part.iau:;la~ reqonatruction became necessary to raise sufficient· capital for the 
construction: of the mine's a.r$enio refinery (Note 1.) a.nd also to deepen Richards• 

·. Shaf't to 300 fathOms - 1000 feet in the search for tin (thiS searoh was alleged to 
·have. been ahortiive). This refinery eventually beoruoo the largest in Europe' and even 
today, w;tth inu.ch of the original bu:U.dirlg levelled, one aan forme an idea. of its · 
original size. . . · · · · · · · · · 
(Note 1. Over 72,ooo tons of refined, arsenic were produced. (1872-1902) -a tea.spooru:-..d 
was calculated to be sufficient to kill a nnnl 

·'"' 

~11? Committee Meet;tpgp: These are held _on the first Friday of the month a.t the 
:to O'Wlllg conmdttee :roombers addresses (see sheet 1. for address.) .· · 

3 Mu-
7Apr 
5 ~y 
2 Jime 
7 JUly 
4Aug 

-.Harry Hought.on 
- Adrian & Lynda Finch 
• ,Diclt Bird . . . 
- JohD._ Me &u . · 
- Jennifer Griffin 
-·Harry Houghton 

. i Sept - Adrian & ·1ynaa: F:tnoh 
6 Oct · • Dick Bird 
3· Nov -·Jolm MCNeil 
1 Dec . - Jeni:df'er Griffin· 
5 Jan - Harry Houghton 
2 Feb ..;. Adrian & Lynda Finch 

Members are weloome to. attend tpese meeting$;, ·· 

s. 

... 
:""(v 



Meets Chang~s _ _ 
Forgiveness is sought, 1cos in-our usual. hyper-ef.fioient way we seem to have 

dropped a couple of tiny whatnots • In order to confuse and mke you deface your Meets 
Card the following should be altereP/added as and where you wish:-

Ma.rch 24 - 27. Cornwall, South Caradon. We are now asked to meet at Butterdon Mill, not 
Crows Nest Village, at lla.m. Butterdon Mill is just off A390. 
We have had the kind offer of 2 bed spaces, a couch and as mu.ch floor as is needed 
for anyone who wants to doss on it, at the home of one of our members who lives 9 
miles from South Caradon. Anyone interested please contact Pete Goodchild, 63 
Broadmead,Callington,Cornwall. Tel. Callington 2625. 

May 14 General Meeting at Sicklinghall starts at 2pm. 

May 27 - 30 Cwm Pennant (Garndolbel:llll9.en area) leader H.Houghton. Camp at map ref. 
SH 52445). To further add to the confusio:{}., we may have use of' an old .farmhouse 

'-' .for this meet (sleeps 18+) but we won 1t lmow until the week before. Also if too 
mny turn up we rray have to disperse some of the tents around the .farmers Jand, so 
as not to look much like a campsite. Anyone going give me a ring the week before, 
this could save you having to pitch your tent - dontt rely on this though. 
Tel. Leeds 758505. ~,_..\ w. \~C\ Lf'\r 1'1 '' 1 o -~-
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June 10 - ll.Plumbago Mine,_Borrowdale .. CbangB of·campsite - now at NGR NY249168. 
Meet here at 10-30am. 

\,_./July 8 - 9 Hilton Mine & Smelt Mill project. Leader M.Goth. Details later. 

July 15 - 16 Alston Moor - :rro.ybe, if' can be arranged. Details later if' on. 

Note. If any member has any query regarding any Maet may we suggest that they contact 
-- the meet leader direct, where possible. 

----The following is an extract .from a caving club bulletin written by S.Jeacock. 
~lae·n-y-Nant. 

"Blaen isNant is approx. 6 miles .from Mold close to the village of' Erryrys near 
Llana.rmon. Travelling towards Erryrs .from Mold turn right at the pub in the village 
and follow the road past council houses on the right and le.ft. Follow this for about 
a -.hn:i.Ie (it deteriorates into a dirt track) past a junction on the lef't until you 
rea_ch a .farmgate and track on the right. The track leads up to a farm called 1The 



Lot 1 • There are two shafts close to the farm -a large winding shaft some 50 yards in 
front of the farm, which has been used as a rubbish tip (decaying teabags were seenl) 
and a cllffibing shafto The latter (NGR 198582) is located close to an old barn to the 
left of' the farmgate. The :entrance is on top of' a smll mou..'1d and is covered by 
rotting timbers and boulders .. The shaft is also partially covered by a large limestone 
slab .which is stable and needn't be removed. 90t of' ladder is needed to descend -belay 
to a tree about 15 t amy. The first 20 t of' the shaft is ginged and vertical and is 
followed by a steep :mud slope. At the bottom the way on is through a bouldery crawl 
into a short passage about 51 high to the second pitch of' 45' (belay to rretal stake in 
the floor) • · The third shaft soon follows and is 25 t deep (belay to metal staple at 
shaft head) o Doth pitches also slope down on a steep incline. All three shafts contain 
rennins of climbing ladders but only the last 4 or 5 rungs rennin at the base of the 
shafts (larger remains can be found between the· 2nd and · 3rd shafts) • 

At the 'foot of' the 3rd shaft there is a junction. Left leads to the 1Stream Cavern' 
along a gal:l-ery some 6 1 high, through :mud·and water. The gallery leads to a flooded 
shaft and th~;. floor is covered by magnificent gour pools and dams fed by a small stream 
(quite st:;trtling as the mine is quite featureless -for a caver- before this point) ., ___ )e 

gallery ends in a :mud choke • The shaft ·is . about 15 1 deep and one can see -climbing 
stemples below the water, which is bright green and very attractive. 

The passage off the the right leads into the 'Stream Cavern' which is quite high and 
natural. A stream cascades in from the roof and joins the stream flowing in from the 
mined ga~lery. All one wall has been dry-stone walled which ~s been covered by creamy 
white flowstone to form a solid wall (quite amzing). The stream flows down a steep 
'flowstone slope and disappears in the filthiest of mud wallows t Wading through thigh 
deep mud enables one to reach a small passage in the roof which can ~e followed for 
some 300' to a dead-end. 

Back to the junction at the base of the 3rd shaft -to the right ror a distance to 
the top of a wide~ 40 1 deep, shaft. Traverse over this a11d the passage continues for 
300' to a dead end. A passage on the left leads to the Winding Shaft (this is open to 
the surface but is blocked some 70 1 down). Across the winding shaft is another gallery 
that can be reach~d by a very careful traverse - leads to about 150 t of passage. 
Returning to the 40 1 shaft - this is slightly off vertical and leads to a short passage 
and another s haft, 75 t deep~ This in turn leads to the head of another shaft 1 At the 
head of this shaft is a passage that is choked with all manner of' muck and rubbish 
and most definitely connects with the winding shaft. The last shaft descends for lOCH 
to a choked rift chamber and is ~ dangerous indeed due to partially collapsed d~ 
wall half way down the shaft (as first one down I found· out the hard way, an 
experience IIR1ch likened to an overdose of Ex-lax) • Not wishing to fight our way through 
teabag8 mid the like, we did not descend the winding shaft. 

References to the mine suggest it was being worked during the 1880's - one account 
though refers to Blaen-y-~bnt ~ discovered by lead miners in 1837 - the miners broke 
into a 'subterranean river' and when the water subsided they found a large well­
decorated natural cavern and about 180 1 of river passage. The vein worked by B-Y-N 
strikes north west and like other mines in the area was never very s~ccessrul." 

All contributions/critisisms for the newsletter to be sent to:-

H.Houghton, PRO. 29 Parkside Road, Meanwood,Leeds 186 4LY. Tel Leeds 758505. 

10.~ 



NORTHERN MJNE RESEARCH. SOCmY 
GENERAL ACCOUNT 

Statement of ~ceivts and ·Payments· for ·~riod J/1/?i ~til 3,1/)2/77 • 

RECEIPTS 
Subscriptions - 1977 Membership 

Badges 
Folders 
Donations . 

lo//8 " 

Repayment from Publications A/ c 
Sale of Duplicator & Typewriter 
Presidents Talk-in . ..... . . 

. • 

Cheque made out to NMRS in error payable to L .Finch 
Publications BM6, payable to Publications A/ c 
Annual Dinner 

PAYME~ 
Subs • to other Societies 
Skipton· Scouts - hire of Dump 
Publications A/c. for BH2 - BM6 -
Craven· Herald - Meets cards 
Equipment Insurance ·. · 
Annual Dinner 
Secret~rys ElqJenses · 
Library ElqJenses 
PRO ElqJenses 
Treasurers Expenses 
Bank Charges · 

.. : ~cess of Receipts over Payments 
CASH STATEMENT - · 

Excess o:f Receipts over payments .. , .. 
Balance Brought forward from 1976 ; 

Add back cheques not presented at. Bank;: 

Skipton Building Society Deposit A/c balance at 3~12/77 
Total Fund~ · 

£ 
368 .. 50 
239.65 

15 .. 75 
0.50 

142.85 
6$.25 
20.00 
12.60 
4.66 
1.80 

150.50 
1022.06 

6~oo· 
25.00 

565.25· 
.J2.95 

7.50 
143.00 
33.66 
15.00 

. 43.92 
31.43 
. 4.24 

. 8'2f7 .95. 

1022~06 
887.9j 
134.11 

134~11. 
180,6:2 
314.74 
11.20 

325.95 
ll2e72 
438.66 

I certify that I have irispected the accounts of the Northern Mine Research Society, 
and that the Receipts and Payments account is a true and accurate record of the 
affairs of the Society during 1977. 

J.Pulford A.C.M.A. 



NORTHERN MINE :RESEARCH SOCIETY 
PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT 

Statement of Incoma & Elcpenditure for period l/J/77 until 'jJ/12/77. 

BaJ.anoe brOU:ght .forward £2Z7 .37 

INCOME 
Sales to Soaiety of BM2 & BM3 

n · of BM4 
rt of BM5 

Sales to Mempers of BM6 
Publication aftersales 
Donation 

EXPENDITURE 
Produation aost of BM4 

H BM5 
tr BM6 

Advertising material 
Invoice reprint 
Postage of publications 
Envelopes 
Editorial expenses 
OverpaJ7IOOn:t pf members r subs 

MOOS 
Stock of publications on 31/12/77 
Debtorsi 
Balance from Gen A/ c for new 

roombers publications 

£167.30 
£158.00 
£228.75 
£ 63.90 
£373.42. 
£220,00 

£ 1241.37 

£279.00 
£361.50 
£259.45 
£ 20.00 
£ 4.86 
£131.15 

£ 10.65 
£ &i.25 

£1131.86 

£365.4l 
£213.81 

(balance owing from 1976) 

(includes subscribers) 

(includes aftersales) 

(repaid to Gen A/c) 

(at cost) 

(i.f any) 

~ This figure is high due to monthly invoiced af'tersales of BM6, not yet expired. 

FJ:x:cess of inc.o:rre CNer expenditure 
add balance brought forward 
BAlANCE CARRIED FORWARD 

£1241.37 
£1131.86 
£ 109 .. 51 
£ 271.37 
£ 336,g8 

I hereby declAre the above to be a true and fair view of the Publications Account 
of the Northern Mine Research Society at 31/12/77. . 

R .. H.Bird. Hon.Editor. 


