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Northern }'f.J.ne Hesearch Sociei;y 

Held in the Scou·t Hut at Skipton on S·unday 8th February, 1976. The 
20 or so members who attended heard reports from tbe retiring Officer3 
who nearly all reported a steady continual growth in membernhip 
aet:ivities. The main po:i.nt of critisiflm was ·that com:.rrnmica:cio:1s need 
improving and this must be the main priority. The balance sheet from 
the Treasurer is incluc1ed in this Newsletter. 

The new Officers elected are:-

President Nr~M.C. Gill, 38 Hain S·treet, Sutton~ Keighley. 
BD20 7HD., 

Vice President Mr. K9 Walls, 33 Gledhow Avenue, F.otmdhay.9~ Leeds 
188 lLD. 

Junior Vice President :tf..rs .. J. Gutht'ie, 186 Station Road, Billingham 
TS23 2P;I'. 

Secretary Mrs. L •. Finch, 10 Exeter Crescent 1 Killingh.all, 
Harrogate~ N ~York:::. 

Treasurer Hrs .. ,J, Griffin; 19 ~Jestfield Terrace~ Baild.on, 
Shipley, BD17 5E;(. 

Editor Mr. R. Bird, 41 Hindsor Walk, South Anston, 
. Sheffield., S31 ?ELo 

Lib:ca.rian Mr .A .P. Finch, 10 Exeter Creseent .9 Y-illingball, 
Harrogate, N. Yorko ,, 

P.R.O. Mr .. H~ Houghton, 29 Parkside Road} Neamrood, Leeds 
LS6 4LY. 

He corder Ht'eH.C. Gill as above. 

The Following seven applications ~were elected fo:r:- membership:­
~~~J.T. Crompton, 28 Knowle Avenue, Cleveleys~ BL~ckpool. 
Mr. A. M9.ckere·r,h~ The Chestnuts~ \>.lhillington, Carnforth .. 
Mr .R .S. Bcarda1J, J2 Lython D:r·:Lv-e, Clayton Heights, Bradf'ord. 
Mr .,D.C. LewiG, 13 CrosfJhill I:Jalk, Ludy Bridge, Boli:;on. Lanes. 
Mi·.T.E. Nutter, 38 Skipton Old Road, Colne, Lanes,. 
M:t.· o I.Banomn, 157 Bi:ckinstyle Lane, S'tonebroom, Derby QDE5 6LD. 

In an attempt to econo:nise on postal expenses several members have 
volunteered to dist.ribute nevJSletters etc >-lhere possible in their arear.. 
If you would be prepared to help with this, please let me know and send 
the names of members you 'l..JOuld be able to con:bact - even if its only one 
or two this would be quite a saving. 

',}-~ 

As you will have seen from the meets card, we have now started digging 
out Chimney SI.LI:l.f't on Greenhaw Hill • 

The object of the dig is to try to recover the u:ndergrm:md horizontal 
engine for BRA.DF'ORD IliDUSTIAL MUSEill'l (or failing that tj photo and measure 
the engine) and maybe as a bonua gain entry into the Cockhill Le·veL 

The shaft :i.s blocked approx 70ft. down by soot and ash and general 
rubbish, and being only 21 6 11 diameter~ it is a slow and steady dig. 
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The wind:ing is .be:i..ng done by means of a hand windless$ the kibble being 
an adapted 5 gall oil drum, 

On the surface has been condrw~ted the Pit Heac1 Gear and a N.:H.R.Se 
1-:lk I type engine houses containing the winch~ as well as oalor stove and 
other de-lu.x welfare facilities. 

Anyone contemplating helping on the dig should be aware of the fact 
that on Greenhaw it is ali..Jays wet - cold - & windy, - zo comr::l prepared. 

Sun$ 21st M.:i.rch 
Mu ... "lgo _Cli,.d:,l .. 

(additional meet not on meets card) l0-·30mn .. 
I,eaO.er A~P. Finch. Meet at the car park to St·mnp Cross 
CaveTns (on B6265 between Grassington & Pateley Bridge) 

Q.Q.;[.2ll._/L~.af!:LCQ2'mJalJ,; Cormnencing Honday 19th April. 
Neet atE:x:eter St .. David 1 s station (BR) at 4pm to be met by CJw-en Baker e 

:f\1on 19t;h Camping \·Jill be at Ford Farml Cludleigh Knighton 9 Nr. Neit)ton 
Abbotv Tel Chudleigh 3253. 

Tues 20th The Dartmoor Mines 
Wed 21st TavL.stock/Tamar & Tavy valley Hines 
Thurs22nd Horwellham-copper port, lVIining 

Museu.m etc, Gawton Quay, Nev.rquay. 
Fri 23rd Devon Great Consols ~ Gunn:i.slake Hines 

Calstock7 Cotehel1ee. Ding Dong }tine .. 
Sat 24th East Corm1all. Caradon, Phoenix Hines o 

Ne\v Consols:; Kit Hill & Excelsior 
Tunnel Harrm.Jbarrow - & if time permits 
The Llskeard & Ca:radon Hineral Railway. 

Accomodation 

Evening accomodation 
AbboJcl:lfiold Y.H.A. 
Lish!al'd Eo3d~ 
A390 'favif;tock. 
Tel 0822/2529. 

Fo:;d -Fari1{ ~:t Chlldle.tgh Knighton is an acredited site and was 
successfully u:3ed by a local m:Lning club last year. I waulrl sugges-t that 
N .M .R .s. members book dirE::ct - to avoid embarrasment of ineorrect num.bors 
turning up, fo::'feited deposits etc. 

Depe:n.di.ng on their time of arrival there, Owen Baker has kindly 
offered to d:i.ncuss evening activities - plenty of good 11 inns 11 nearby. 
0\.?en will lead members around the Dartmoor mines - time or meet will be 
arranged on the Honday evening,. 

Tue:Jday even5ng 9 01..ren Baker returns to Exeter y members make their 
way to Tnvi::;tock Y.H.A. 
Wed 21st -all meet outside Abbotsfield Y.H.A. say 9.,30am approx,. 
Thurs 22nd 
Fri. 23rd 
Sat 24-th 
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In view of Easter, I would suggest that members book as earl;y- an 
possih1e - I cannot emphasise this too strongly - at AbbotGfJ,'31d Y.H.A. 
Tavisiiock for the evenings of 21st~ 22nd~ 23rd and 24th. Members 1..r:Ul 
be requ_: . .red to join the Y.H.A. Evening activ:'Lties 1Tavj_ 1 a good tYJnLre, 
Hostelries gaJ.ore~ beautiful country too., 

:F'or the record - members will be adv·ised to come well prepared - head 
and foot. 

Abbotsfield was originally the residence of the Iv!ine Nanager oi' Devon 
Great Cons ob Hines ., 

R. :;hambrook. 

Qa1cll;?.<i£.k Me.~_i - 11ay 16th Leader M. Goth. 
Camp::l.ng 8ite - on common at Ha.p Ref NY35635l Sheet 83 (Pub at ~/Km 

range)$ If there is a large turn up, it is proposed to s_pli"t int0 two 
parties which will change area on second day. 



P,~.1gelJ.~·Jl.11@~t. - May 29i;h omJards.. Leader M. Goth. 
Camping arranged 1..rHh Nr. I. Edwards~ DoJ.xnelynllyn Fa1·m, GanJ..Lwyd 

Dolgellau. ~'e1 Ganllwyd 224.. M9.p Ref' Sheet 12/+ SH'/26239 .. 
No caravan accomaodation, suggest contact be made wi'th Heloh Tourist 

Board, Dolgellau for information. 

'k!Sill:d:.Qf:lr.h~~et July 10th/11th. Leader itJ. Harvey. Neet at Raihray 
Station Nap Ref NS87l(?26 at 1030am. 

Further ne't>IS from I!Janlockhead.- 1976 Summer Programme .. 
Another Summer School in Industrial Archaeology is p~l.anned for the 

J?th to 25th July., Cour:ce fee, exc.l:u.rling accomodation, is £25 ~ Further 
details and enrolment fo:rms can be·. obtained from the Department of Extra 
l/fural and Adult Education.~~ University of GJ.asgow, 57 Oakfield D'rive, 
Glasgow Gi2. 

During the tht'ee wesl-:s followb.g this: :t ,.e. 26th July to 15th Auguot, 
The WANLOCKHEAD MUSEUl'I Tli:";.mT plans to complete the exiJavD:tion of the 18th 
century smelter site at Pates KnovJes, using voluntary help, & so that. the 
re-buildLng of a Scotch ore hearch can follow at a later d.ate. 

The intention is to have a· small group working under supervlSlon on 
the site, with hand tools provided. A mechanical digger will be used to 
clGar some of the overburden. Although some effort ·will be rtGE:;ded to 
clear this interesting sHe, the emphasis -vri.ll throughout be on a holiday 
atmosphere~ with those taking part joining in for a fe1..J days or lon(Ser as 
they wish. · 

There will be a ch-:1.n.oe to recuperate in the li.Janlockhead Social Club; 
and a trip underground for mineralD etc is a pos;dbility. Helpers, rr.ale 
and fellk"'tle ~ will nnke JGheir m.m accomodation arrangements~ for which 
local facilities inclu ie bed...g_nd-breakfast, Youth Hostelling and camping/ 
caravanning4 

For a leaflet giving further details, contact~-
G. Dovms-Rose~ ;;C) Burton Er_,cvl, A;::;llby-ds-.J.a.-Zouch 9 Leicestershire. 

Havil~g tak8E ov·er ·L:1e responsibil:L·Jw of Ed:Ltor of Soeiety publications 
I chould Tike to take this opporturd:ty to make a fevl observations which 
I feel are justified at this stage~ 

I consider the above position to be a very important one, as a Societyt s 
wo:r.·k is outwardly judged m'linly by the quality of Us p1.iblicatiom. If 
these are poor in termG ot' content and presen'\iation then pro8pective members 
~nd those who al·ceady eontribute by subscription will become disenchanted 
and this can only nean a fall in the Society 1 s standards and prestige .. 

In the pt.'l.rrt, the Society's Memoirs· and Occasional Publications have 
been in the hands of extremely competant and devoted. individuals 1-Jhich has 
largely been responoib1e for the good ru1me our Society has enjoyed.. I hope 
to be able to E;:rn:uJ.a'te their good examples· in so :far as editorial work is 
concer.rwd~ 

HavJ.ng said that, I feel it is necessary to add that a j our:nal canaot 
exist 1.-J:Lthout the co operation of the membership, for it is the latter who 
make the Soci.Dty' s li tE-)f.'ature a n:,al and wo:::tbHhile projec-t., Therefore 
please continue wi'th your support by contributing written reports on all 



aspects o~ your work. in relation to lliQn1ng research even though ~0.~ may 
not consider they will be of interest to others - it is far better to 
have a good quantity of material in hand than to be strugglir"g to fill 
a few pages. If your reluctance to contribute is due to a supposed 
inability to write, do not let this act as .a deterrent since work can 
readily be made su:itable for publication providing that the original is 
legible. 

Whilst on the subject of content, my predecessor Mike Gill~ ha0 
added 11 British Mining11 to the title of our Hemoirs. This, I feel, is a 
bold and anticipative step to take since this title sugge0ts a 
'nationwide' coverage of mining and its history, as opposed to a 
concentrated study of the more northerly mining fields. 

Provided the contents of the Memoirs carry a certain amount of 
1nationwide 1 material, there is every reason to suppose that this step 
will (or shoulcH) greatly increase the interest value and sales of' our 
literature which.? in turn, will enable us to publish at least two 
volumes (either Hemoirs and /or Spedals) per year. 

It is also desirable to do this so as to give those members value 
for money Who, due to the distance of their homes from our normal 
operating zone, are unable to take part in our organised activities 
but still pay their annual subscriptions I should know for I 
joined solely for publications issur::.1.H -

Therefore, if you have undertakEn work on, for example~ the study 
of the construction of the Blackett Level, a historical dissertation 
on Dolcoath Mine, or some underground or surface exploration of 
Cwmystwyth, Devon Great Consols, laxr:;y, Snailbeach or sL'Ililar wide1.y 
flung areas, write it up and let 1s <::tll know about it. 

We have a1ready been moving for son:e time towards this end as 
witness past publications on the Teign Valley, Flintshire etc as well 
as short articles of this nature wbJch have appeared in the Hemoi::t'D • 

Regarding the actual production of Society literature, pre1irninary 
discussions and negol:iiations have taken place betWDen myself and 
professional printers and this has been 1atter1y very encouraging with 
a quote which mm:t sure1y be comparable with present production 
methods (as yet I am not in complete possession of production costs 
bub base my assumptionG on 19'74 figures). If professioool printing is 
adopted 9 there are o.t 1east two advantages to be gained. FirstJy, due 
to my home being some-what remote from the Skipton area 3 the nu...'U.ber oi' 
journeys are reduced to a minirm.Lm. H printing and binding is carried 
ou-IJ in Sheffie1d and I am consequer..:lJ.y able to keep a close liason 
w.Lbh the firm concerned. Secondly!l and this is only a hypothesis, a 
professional finish nny help to mak9 the literature a 1itt1e more 
attractive to subscribers and prospective purchasers. I hasten to add 
that the foregoing is in no way an oblique critisism of past methods 
Hhich~ up to now~ have answered our purposes extremely welL. 

Time will tell if the suggestions and thoughts contained in the 
above paragraphs will bear fruit or are merely the ramb1i.ngs of an 
enthusiastic greenhornt 

The address to which to send material for inclusion in 11British 
Mining" is~ 41 VJindsor vJa1k~ South Auston, Sheffield 831 '7EL. 

R.H. BIRD. HON. EDITORe 

4. 
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~ead Industry of Wensleyd.§:.le and Swaledale Vol 1 The Ki.nes. 
This latest book of A. Rai8trick is now on sale in bookshops. Buy 

yours lli2}i and tel: all your friends~ 1 coD the Society receives the 
Royalties .. 

f}ook Liot .. 

The following is a list of titles of books in our library that are 
availabe to members on loan. Anyone interested in borrovring please 
contact the Librarian -Adrian Finch, 10 Exeter Crescent, Killinghall, 
Harrogate, N. Yorks. 

1. 
2e 
3· 
4, 
5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

1. 
2 .. 
3 .. 
4 .. 
5· 
6,. 
7~ 
8. 
9. 

Mi:uefl ~ &J:iE-:-i.£1£ 
The 1'-fines & Hineral Railways of East Cornwall & West Devon. 
lVIines & }ti.ners of Swaledale. 

Mines & t 1}ti.ners. 
N .C .M.R.S. Pa8t Publications - c1.cLails on request 
Peak District Mines Historical Society Publications - Vol 1 No.2. 
1960 until Vol 5 No. 4. 1973 - f't.:!.l''ther dea tils on request. 
Men, Mines & :Memoirs. 
Kisdon Mining Coo Swaledale York::; ., Pt. III The Boundary of the 
Company and Guys Level. 
Treatise on the Exnloitation of Vines., 
Mines & Quarries ~ports Staffc,rd District 1901/6/7/8. 

n 11 11 Genera} Report & Statistics 1904. 
11 It II Ft .. 3 Output 1906 & 1919. 

Miscellaneous Mines In Gt. Brita~l_n JV'dne Inspectors Division 
Sept 1960, Sept 1961, Sept 1962~ 
Mining in the Lake Counties • 

Me:.t.a1 Mine~ 
Gazetteer of Cleveland Ironstone Hines. 
Britr1.:i.ns Old Metal :t--Unes. 
A Hiotory of Lead }1ining in the I'snnines • 
Lead Hining in the Mid-Pennines,. 
Derbyshire Lead Mirrtng. 
The Old Metal Mines of l1id-V.Jalec., Pt. 1. 
I,ead Hining in the Yorkshire Dales .. 
Derbyshires Old Lead Hines & :M:i.ners. 
Guide the the Nines of "vJ. Cornwall. 

Non Metal 
L Colli;;ry Guardian Vol 197 No 5090. 
2. History of' the Scottish Coal Ind.ntry. 
3,. The Coal Industry. 
4. Pit Ventilation., 
5 •. Rc c.k Distortation caused by Hini:v; o 

6. Notes on Bentley Collieryo 
7 .. Great Northern Coal Field 1700-l:YJ:). 
8, B0x Stone Hines .. 

General .. 
1. The-G;ology and Mineral Resources in Yorkshire. 
2a British Palaeozoic Fossils. 
3. The Lake Country. 
4& Adam BrunskilL 
5. The Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society of London Vol 6 

Parts 3 & 4 .. 
6., Nidderdale from Nun Honkton to vJhernside .. 

\ 



7 .. FOJ:tnne.:> :tn Minerals. 
8a Resume of the Publications of OeSo lf~ps 1893. 
9 .. The Pennine Way .. 

10. The Glaciation of Hharfedale Yorkshire. 
11. White Watson (1760-1835) and his Geological Sections. 
12. The Pennine Walls. 
13. The Face of NJ~~ Yorks~ 
14. Glossary of Terms used in the Coal Trade of Northumberland & Durham0 
15 .. Wanlockhead Beam Engine ~ 
16. 11 , Scotlands Highest Village .. 
17• 11 , Mines Library founded 1756. 
18,. History of the Middleton Colliery R2.il"uv.y Leeds. 
19. Geology of the Northern Orefieldo HNSO. 
20. Teaah Yourself Geology. 
21 .. 'ltJeales RuJimentary Series - Surveying, 
22. The Geology of the English lake D_lotrict. 
23 .. Instructions for using the Gar:fo~''"~.:l Lamp. 
24~ Extracts :from a Catalogue of l".~acl<ne Hade Tools. 
25. Nidderdale - A brief History & Gc •. ide. 
26. 11. Thousand l\1iles in \;Jharfedale .. 
27 .. The Lead Smelting Mills in the Ycrkshire Dales .. 
28G Survey -Aylesbury Cave (& !:-fine). 
29. Open University (Science) 1. GeorJ:.omical Data 

2 .. Com;_ ) :ition ·& Structure of the Earth 
& it.:·. Minerals • 

3. Geod-8mical History of the Earth., 
4. Geou·.emicn.l Reaction. 
5.. " Cycles .. 
6& Appllr.>ation of Geoched_stry. 

30.. Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust ; - J " Coalbrookdale Ironworks .. 
~', David & Sampson (Blast Furnace 

Blowing Engines)~ 
31. Lady Isabella Waterwheel - Laxey Mining Co. Isle of Mnn. 
32D Opening of Wheal Jane. 
33 ~ Steam Engines & Haterwheels. 

In£u§.t£i~) __ Arr)Qa~o]pgy 
1. Industrial Past. Aut. 1975. 
2. Industrial Archaeology Vol 6 Nos 1 72,3,4~ 

Vol 8 Nos 1~2,4 .. 
Vol 9 Nos 2,3,4. 
Vol 10 Nos 1,2,~~:;. 

3., Transactions of the Teeside ArchJ.cwlogy Group Vol 1 No 1o 

Qay:igg 
1. Y.LSo Bulletin 1976 1 (11) 
2 e Hendip - Its SvJUllet Caves & Ro~·k :-'}J.elters. 
3. Proceedings - UBSS Sept 74o 
4. Underground in Furness. 
5 • BORA Transactions Vol 1 No). No.,) 'c-tLg 74, No 6 Nov 74. 
6o CRG Index to Newsletters 47-71. 
7s Birks Fell Cave Sll~VeY. 

other Society Publications 
1. L:c:&-M:R:s~· -\Tal 2 No_l_N~rth \'Jest Speleology 

Vol 1 No 2 
2 • Moldywarps - 7 • 
3. Leicester Geographical Journal Spr."i .. Llg 63 
4o Plymouth Mineral & ]\fini;ig Journal ·vel 3 No 3· Vol 4 Nos 1,2,3. 
5. Carlisle Geological Society Vol 1 Edit 1. 

6. 




