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Committee Mee-tings .for -I975. ALL MEr1BERS, please note. 

General Meeting, .April I3th,2pm'The Dwnp' Scout HQ, Skipton. 

A.G.M. Feb, 9th,2pm : . . . . 
General Meeting, Sept, 7th,2pn,Scout HQ, Nunthorpe,Middlesbrough. 

General Meeting, Nov, I6th,2pm'The Dump' 'Scout BQ, Skipton. 

CHANGES __ OF .~.J,.DDRESS. should be notified to, 

The Treasurer & Membership Secretary. 

Mavis J Jackson. 

37 Broomhall Place, 

Sheffield, 
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SP .ARWOOD IRONSTONE MINE. 14th JU!J Y, 

I2 in the party, spent an afternoon in · the .three ) .· 

mines that make up the complex of SparWood. The po.rty explored _ mu:r·s 

than is usual & made contact with areas that had been entered 

from the main drift prior to this entrance becoming unsafe. 

Quite alot of artifacts were found and photograghed in 

situ before the best were carried out. Thanks .to John Owen the 

Meet leader, we had a very interesting trip, including an unforgett~;,y = · 

smell,when we navigated 75 ft of drainage slurry. 

WARNING_:: We had to VACATE three different areas 

owing to bad air: DO NOT ENTER THIS rUNE WITHOUT A SA!!'ETY L»IP • 

R.G.GUTHRIE. 

COLDBERRY SURFACE ME.ET • 22 Sept. 

22 in the party on this meet,on a blustery wet day. On climbing 

the fell ,a view of the water _ b~ance,the shpps and shafts was 

obtained,on the way to the dam at the top ~f · Coldberry Gutter, 

Red Grooves Mine was examined 0n the way · to Hudeshope Beck which 

formed the next phrase of the t<>ur.LodgesikerMs.xTbeck~Shee~e and 

F~rstone were pointe~ out,but not visited. 

·R.G.GUTHRIE. 

DERBYSHIRE AREA, A PRIVATE MEET. SEPT 74 .. 

with the Aid of Richard Bird and Peter Jackscn,a small party was 

able to find a welcome in Derbyshire area. Obtaining a good lobk 

at anumber of mines and smelters,and the Leawood pumping engine, 

at Oromford which some local enthusiasts are restoring. 

The Peak District Mines Historical Soc,lent a couple of 

members, and Rn 1maerground visit was made to the Goodluck lYiine o 



To the northern eye, the tiny lr1cal levels are worth seeing., 

I would strongly recommend a meet in derby area,with the P.DoM~HP S ~ 

the l\1ines are well wr)rth looking at. (they even have some gond putc; 

but the sandwiches not as good a s -i_n Yc·r k shire) 

EXTRACTS FROM THE POST BAG. 

The Annual VJanlockhead Exhibition, visited by over 4ooo persons 

in six weeks,which reflects great credit cm . Jeff Downs -Rr-se.He h as 

now got the Wanlockhead Museum Trust of the ground,and if an old 

cottage ·can be done up in time,for I975,this will be the home of 

the future. Have you any thing pub1ished on the LADES nn Grassing t c:j · 

I require more information if any one has it to hand??(any one)?? 

0~- * *-1~* -~** 

IOth March 7 4. A bat record. A Long Haired Bat was found at I75of-:~ 

hib~~nating in a mine level near Tyndrum(Plecotus 'auritus) 

PUMPING ENGINE MODEL. 

A i scale, working model of the '\.fanlockhead Beam Engine has 

been constructed by a Chesterfield engineer,r.1r F.Jackson. 

Mr Jackson worked t.O. drawings made by Mr vv ,Harvey 1 and the model is 

based on the assumption that the engine was a wa ter bucket pump, 

and worked by the weight of a large bucket fill e d and emptied, 

Pumps of this kind . were known as 'flop-jacks' in the Cornish mine e: ,, 

Also as 'Bobbing Johns'in Scr.tland,in the n~ ·:.h cent a similar 

pump worked at the Ecton mine in Stafford. .:;h:rc " The fact that 

r.1r Jacksons model works perfectly prcv~~d e s fur t h e r evidence tha t 

the \ianlockhead pump worked in this mx-,": l:~r .. '.:.'he model was on s:h _~w 

at the annual exhibition of mining his tc.:cy,and wa s seen by ev e r 

4000 visitors. Mr Jackson is preparing an account of his mode:'. 

for pub] i0ation i. n "Tn e ModP.l Eng.ineer" .., 
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out-door events,it seems pointless tn fill page afcer p21e wit~ 

committee .re_ports_,_ extracts -of the. . .m~re import,.ant_ decision~ are 
·~ ~--

given next. 

-21st April Meeting at Billingha~. Teeside~ 

Our contribution to Cave Conservation was by not going into them, 

much: The collection of insects from underground was still g oing 

on ,and any member wishing to add to this collection was most 

welcome.(Cuving Recorder,Mr R,Walls.) 

The duplication of the next Memoirs was waiting illustrations. 

(now in members possesion).Dr Raistricks article on Smelt Mills 

was expected to run to 80 pages. \1/e were still sh0rt of Memoirs 

material. (The Editor,Mr P,Jackson.) 

The Bank balance at 2Ist April stood at £II8 in the bank less 

sums of £I.IO due to Mr Smambrook and payment of £8 to Skipt ' n 

Troop of Scouts.Membership,59 full members,I4 familyo~ 4 studeLts 

I Junior.Many members were unpRid:•d so far this year,a reminder 

had been sent out.The meeting agreed that,in future the Trea surer 

Sh:)uld send out individual reminders,when requireda 

~ci.OB. Mr J ,AlMOND produced a bound book and index as examples ~. f 

some Transacticms which were been sold off by the Northern Insti t'..:L~;s "-.../ 

of Mi:ning.He reported that the library of the Institute o:f Mining 

Engineers was returning to Newcastle. 

Mr D,Platt,then raised the questi~n of article II.2(Constitu-cion) 

and the need for a Society Auditor.In reply to a question from thE 

Chairman,Mr Platt said he knew of an ex g_cccn;;ntant who may be 

prepared to consider the auditing of the Society accounts,(3). 

After various points had been made ~n the subject Mr 

Guthrie, Proposed 1 That we have a Society Audi t cr' sec C ,lYicChesney, 

111r R.G.Guthrie later outlined the extra work and expen:.:<e 

to which our Editor was put e spesially on travelling long j (> lL"ney ~ 

The Editor declined ~my idea of recompense, but Mr Guthrie 
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invited the Sociejv to be made aware if the expense became to 

much.The Chairman,President J\1r J,JV1acPHERSON,added that our Editor 

could at least feel entitled t~ the view that his wnrk and effnrts 

for the Society were very much appreciatede 

IVIeeting Closed. t0 be fnllowed by an Extraordinary JVIee ting. 

to discus the prnposed change in the title nf this Society. 

i/ e To delete CAVER.ilf AND, after a long discussinn, the meeting that 

"the title of the society be under consideration of change"prop, 

P,Jackson,sec D,Platt.Passed nem con,and that all members be 

informed 0f this prnposal in the next Newsletter. 

On the problems experienced in finacial matters and 

publicati{/ns..,the Chairman called for clnser liason of Officers and 

concl~sled, that the appointment of an auditor would resolve such 
__ _ , .... · 

matters. ClQsed 6-15. 
*-~*~\- * -***** 

Working Committee JVIeet?ngs are held the first Friday in the Month, 

at the Devonshire Hotel,Skiptnn,9PJVI. Open to all members to attend • 

. June JVIeeting, extracts, the Publicatinn,Teign Va:ley now sold out • 

.. ·· .. -:Only accredited Clubs are now accepted at the Buckden Camp site, 
........ • · 

Upper Wharefdale,Apply to Mr R 1 JVIetcalfe,Heder Farm,Bvckden, 

- · ·. Wharfedale, Skipton, with Stamped envelnpe for r eply, or Tel ephone 

- Kettlewell 288. 

Association of Industrial Archael ogy,Prop R,Walls' Tbai the Soci0ty 

shall appoint an unofficial represent ative to Ass Ind Arch and 

the fee cf £2 be paid by this Society' s~c K, Walls. 

July Meeting. 

A prrwisional m~:re~m~:rttt offer was discussed from a publisher 

tn provide a means,within our means to print the book by Dr A~ 

Raistrick .Two propoonls were mRde and discussed .Tbi.s was left on 

the table to obtain the views of Dr Red strick. 

AUGUST MEETING. 

Surplus ladders sold to B.B .. Kirk Ltd@ £5 each. 

Insnrance of· .S oe_i_c t;v P qui_p.;nrm t jn forc e , covering,tw w duplica ·,· ,~:;. 



twotypwriters,in the home and in transit.Premium£3-95. 

P.Jackson,Editor,sta ted that Dr A, Raistrick was giving un a fre e 

choice as to the method used to publish his ML5Sand that he wa s :. _;, ·· 

giving to the NC&~illS the copyright with provisos. 

Mrs Jennifer Griffin, stated that we had £ Io6 in bank and IOO memb~.;: 

Jennifer stated that it was her intention to resign a t the next .Amt. 

N rth Yorkshire Records Office wa s to start publishing,Ist out 
0 

would be a M/s thesis "The Richl'v1ond Copper Mines"it was to be a 

subscription sale. JlMR:;te~, :t;)~;~Jl¥rl; r . 8;~<;1~~ '~· Jter?.or_ds Of_iie~ ~No~th-=-.- -- -· ·/ · ~ 
""' . __ t i _,_ .~ ... ~ ~~ -~ ---'- ~--:'-s .).:-L u:::-: e~1>J J)])FLL G.u· ~ q · ..:~L r C; 

ul~e:ri:tfu;u,FN ,)~ojr~{'L•i~P?.~ , ~~PJ~pa,triqp.~ , w1~f~. )?~~~r~~~J f.~r ~:~e- ye.ar; 
~~- _, .t ·~~ -'. r ;, { , " J . ' ) (; ·. J ~f \ ) ' ~ r : :~~L :I 

subs £3 + postage . 

Mr Richard Bird of Sheffield had donat ed a copy of his book,(see 

review) to the Soc library, a lett er of thanks tn be sent by Hon 

Sec • 

NOVEMBER MEETING. 

Six new members elected. 

H~n Sec Mr K,Walls willing to retain Hon Sec position,and to delega7e 

to others some of the work of his office,this is the result of 

private life work load. · 

Publications Account when returns are in should be £200 +. 

The Meets List was discussed,P.J .to ivrite to members who had returnc ~t 

questionaire regarding future meets. 

Questionaire regarding, increase of subscTipt.i]lr: rutes,no one had 

ob jected, one membe,-~ , J;la<;i ·, p~t _, 50p a~ p.i q limit. Name change, no - ""J ' 
\> .· .. _ _. _, • .; ·._ -- •• .;J : J .L /.1 '1"Y J.!. , ~L~~-:.. r:_-.~;- r)_L~ .J ~ f .. : ·T::;JJ .. ~)~~_[ f.:: U [i_~·~· rrf 

objec:t±DnB"'· :; :rqt)1~Jf t:g.e . r~.::-~. :rs~· r .. ,. ,, . 
i -~:~;_. ~ _~f··~· .. ·'·, '··'· J ·. r .~.( ~-.~ ~-.. : ~_ ,_. - :··," j..:. . . ~_. r: :> .. , 

M, Gil.l proposed'That we produce the Flintshire Occ Pub a s the 

next publica.tion! 0ec K.Walls. Carried. 

+++-1 ++++ + +++-!·+++ 



· Chairman I'-~ r J .r·Icl'herson. 

The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring Treasurer 

r.'irs Jennifer Griffin on her reluctant retireoent from officeo 

The Hoorland Publishing Co- are : to republish , -

Dr A,H.aistricks 'l''lines and J\·::iners of Swaledale' an enlarged edi tio.:.1o 

A request from the P oR .. C. for any spare ·c·opies of 

our publications,Ner1oirs or the I~S issues,as these are wanted 

by Librarles,letters of thanks to the donor will be sent. 

Officers Reports. 

Caving.r·i.r R, Ja1ls, The I•:Jongo meet was a short nne due t ·'J ·'~, 

the rescue in the area,the 0ociety had no wish to incur any risko 

Insect collection was still taking · place ,:t :rs Jean Dixon was still 

doing this vmrk for us~ 
Treasurer,a copy fran Ist Jan to Sept 8th was circulated 

showing subscriptions of cCI59.60.Asked if ahy i ter.1s were outstanc>· 

ing,l·Tr .Platt said be had just ordered stencils and ink and -the 

J'.:2 fee for the room now in use was to be paid. The Tresurer satd 

the books still in. need of final conpletion but this should net 
hold up the transfer to the new Treasurer 11rs I,:; , Jackson. 

Recorder,Llr l'l.Gill,reported that vlork at Sutton was · 

almost completed.Hobden lV1oorwas alnost ready for r1lemoirs.Buckd.en 

Neet s deper~ded on the v-Jeather, and little had been done at Grass­

ington.Asked by the Chairman who looked ·after the Gociety tackle? 

hr Gill keeps it. 

Librarian,Hiss H,Ivlartell, The library was now raovedto 

her home,some old caving publications could be sold off. 

T-'Tr H.T.Clough wa~ publishing a netv book,to which we . should subs~ri,· · >:7 

Editor,fVlr P.Jackson,Election of f'li r A))uddes -Ast Curator 

Dar linton l~luseUf'l.'J~he Hemoirs Ead gone out; a fe~~r articles in hand' 

FOH. HEXT ISSUE.l<1lintshire rnigbtprove too expensive to produce 

at the moment.Could try a Eemoirs ; later in the yearo 

On the question of Subscript.ion,further viei..rpoints were 

given,and tlle Chairman asked that all r.:1eL1bers views should: be 
requested viu a Ne\vssheet, and that the .larking Committee should 

look into this. 

North East hecorder,Er H..G.Gutllri3, '•iork vJas stilJ_ j_..:l 

progress at Scrait Lole.On return to the 'l'routbeck('Teeside) the 
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Horse Le vel wus 3ft under water.i~llenheads-pumping continues at 

the Gin liill dhaft-some rubble to dlear yet~ 

On the catter of the change ot the Society Title.The 

Chairman said that this must be done for the .A.G,l'I ., by 'vvri ting to 

the secretary in advance but first we needed to· look ',vhat the 

change 1.-.1as to be.This 1.-1as another matter for notice to be given to 

members(News-Jheet)Active society members appeared to approve a 

change,others did not.The outcome of the discussion was the 
proposal by 11r Dickinson, 'The Northern fc::ine Research Society' 

1-Je put forvJard as the new title,seconded by l'lr H,Gill,this 
proposal was passed by the mecting(nem con) 

~~:nd of ~>xtract s • 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Britains Old Metal Hines,A Pictorial Survey 
R.H.BIRD 

D.Bradford Barton Ltd,Trethellan H~use,Truro,Cornwall. 
£3-50 I974 II2 pages I 56 plates page size 2IO -2I5mm 

As the author states in the introducticn,the aims ·of this book 

are to put some historic mining sites on record and to encourage 
others to do likewise. 

The content of this book is essentially photographs,together w~th 
an outline map to show location of mining areas and up to a page 
of text as an introduction to each mining area covered. The plates 

varyi~g in size from whole plate to t page,have extended capti2ns o 

The area headings are South \:Je st England,The 1\'Iendips~wales, 

Shropshire,AldersleyDdge.Ectom Copper Mines,The Peak District
9 

The Pennines,The Lake District,The Isle of JV1an, 'v1Tanlockhead
9 

and Eire. 

The plates are varying quality;some are of exellent quality but 
the reproducticn pr-Jcess of litho printing has apparently not 
done justice tc some of the prints which appear to l ack c ontrast~ 

There is an overall impression to this reviewer of 
'greyness'. A most peculiar plate occurs of the leat to Dolauccth: 
mine which shows a mass of bracken, but I am told by the authc·r 
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. ' 
that this was due to layout problemsoA:n interesti:ng view of 
Cwystwyth mill is spoilt by the walls facing the camer'a be'ing in 

total shadow and there i _s a rather grim view of Grassingtcn sniel t 
mill flues.The~e are some exellent shots 1 including·:ne of .the head­
gear of Black . Tom shaft, __ some undergrcund in Ball Eye mine and cne 
of an ore crusher in t_he WiQklnw ·mnuntains; Tne author include's 
location map references fnr each plate; 

P.Jackson, 2I July 1974. 

Lead ~ Lead Mining in Derbyshire 
A H Stokes 

Peak District Mines Hist~rical So6{eti 

Special Publication No 2 ReprinteQ 1973. 
~ A4 Paper Size 90 pages,litho-printed. 

£I .50 from 14 Tredington Road~Glenfielci,Leicestershire. 

A reprint of a paper originally published in Igii by the Chester­

field and Derbyshire Institute of Mining Civil and Mechanical 
Engineers~ Gives ·a general introduction to lead mining in 

Derbyshire with explanations and descriptior~s of many mining terms 

used in the ar~a. A chronolbgical history of mining, and lYianlove ' s 

famous poem are also i~cluded. A useful introduction to 
Derbyshire lead mining at a use fu1 price. 

The Old Metal Mines of Mid-Wales~ 

Part I- Cardiganshire,South of Devils Bridge. 

DE Bick, The Pound . House,Newent,Glos. , @ 75 pence. 
208 by 147 mm page size.Printed.IO Phct(graphs,~O drawings & plans. 

52 pages. 
Descriptions of 20 mines in this area,apparently based on the 
contents ctf the National Library of \<!ales records department and 
the Mining Journal. There are also sections on the Francis family 

John Taylor, and vlater Power. 

P.Jackson, 1974. 

Sh~rt Mining News from the Daily Telegraph. ~.9o74. 

Anglo Canadian Exploration i_s negoti11ting .for exploration ri.ghts 

over the Ogofau mine s urea. 
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CORNISH PARLIAr1IENT. 

The ancient Stannary Parliament of Cornwall is in the 

throes of revival, after lapsing into disuse in the year I752, 
At a Press conference at St Austall,it was annow1ced that an 

issue of Cornish Bank notes, in the denominations of, 5s ~, IO., -. 

one old paund,and five old pounds wa s to be printed and issued~ 

the notes would be redeemable with Gold and Silver purcha s ed by 

the issue.The notes are described as Cornish old language on 

the front with English translation on the back. 

The Good Old Days ? 
From the Bradford Telegrph and Argus, Nov 23,8t4, by ARGUSo 

"Describing a journey he made in the Keighley area , August 27,I750. 

Bishop Pococke,a noted traveller wrote: When I and my party left 

Ilkley we passed bn the south bank of the \Vharfe to Addinghaln, 
then crossed the moors to Silsden,to .the h all of the Earl of Thanet. 

The moors we passed are full of coals,and a horse load of .20 ston0s 
of I6 pounds each sells for 4 pe,nce,at the pits. 

In the early part of l a st centuary coal prices had 

inc~~asGd substantially,and coal mined a t Mort&n Banks wa s sold a t 
4s 9p and 5s 6p a t~n. About I886 it was suggested a company be 
formed for coal to be carried from the pit by overhead bucket 
conveyor line to the Leeds and Liverpool canal, but .with the opening 
of the South Yorkshire coalfields the idea never materialised." 

_£ri vate r,1~s; t Report. Len.gley Barr:gpv l'<Jine • 

. Honeycrook l'hne Adi t. Grid lief, Sheet,???. 825 660 o 

This adit portal is part of some exeedingl ey well dresse~ 

stone mine buildings which are worth visiting. The commemorative 

stone abcve the perfect entrance stonework r eads: 

Honeycrook Bdit July I87I. 

Unfortuna tely it is blocked I5 yds in •• 
The squar e chimnney approx 60 ft high with it~s capping still 

intact dominatEs th8 site with a boiler house 50~by I5' below ito 

Two slightley snaller buildings alongside complete the engine 
complex . 

A good arched t ailrace with dressed stone floor etc, 

l eads to the burn below where the settling ponds were situat ed. 

The bings teads were robbed f or stone 5 or 6 years ago. 
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Remains ~f the stru1ps and four good and three poore r stone buddles 
coplete the buildings apart from some isolated dressed stone base s 
which may have been at one time some form of ropew ny.The spoil tips 

have remains of s-ome recent float ation plant which have r eprocessed 
the old waste ,in the Leadbitt er shaft ar ea . 

Honeycrook Burn 829 659. in the lime stone gorge along-
side the old mine road(now a forrest of undergrowth)is a trial level 

Joicev Shaft 832 659, Very little remains though 

the house was obviousley a mine building at one time. 

Vlinnetlev Mine; 

growth of s~illuer.One 410 ft 

over IOOft of it's length. 

Two l evels were found in the rank under­

t o the forehead had acalcite floor for 

';vater"l1_o_use Mine. The low l evel by the river has a flood 

line 4' high.It is a l abyrinth r ather similar to the H.ichmond Copper 

Mine,(Richmond,N,Yorks) Stringers in an infill of boulder clay and 
pebble are to be s een. ::~: 4o or 50 ft higher on t he other side 
of the main road is another l evel which appears never to ha-ve been 
very productive a s the vein is only of stringer size.Road i mprove­

ment plans in the future will obliterate this feature. 

This mee t was a good interesting day out,thanks to 
J u.ck Thompsonand his friend Jim. 

R.G.Guthrie. 

All members will shortly;y receive the final publication for 1974. 
· JYIWYNA DI= HAI1~m.r ~IR FFLINT. THE NON-:B'ERI-WUS NI NES of FLINT­

SHIRE. by J.B .• Foster Smith,I<LI.r,T . M. Oc cas ional l'ublica tion No 7. 

and alas a subscription r eminder,with the new r a tes of membership, 

which infla tion has forced upon us,however: it is still only going to 

cost yo u the pri~e of f our gallons of pe trol. 

vJo£ti~-Q~mmtjl~ee Meet ing for Jan 75, is t o be held on J anuary IOth 
at Skipton,later thFm normn_l due to accounts and constitution change. 

D,Platt. II Neville St,Skiptcn BD23 2EU. 

Dec 27th 1974. 
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