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NORTHERN CAVEID~ A~u MINE RESEARCH SOCIETY. 

MINUTES OF GENERAL JVIEETING HELD SKIPTON, 25th NOV,I973. 

The meeting opened soon after 2-30 with the following members 1 

present,Peter and Mavis Jackson,Edmund Green,D,Platt, J,_M .. Diok­

inson,David Griffin,Jennifer Griffin,Hazel Martell.Mike Gill .. 

K \-I . 
y . y with R, Walls as Chairman. 

ll.p <J c, g.:Le s for absence were re ee i ved from Mr r-1acPherson and JVIr Guthr~'- e­
Mr Gu+;b_rie. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 

pas~~E!;3_ as a true record of that meeting.Prop Mr Dickinson sec 

~1Ir c~:o:·: 2"fin. There were no matters arising. 

The minutes of the October and November Working 

c o;:r;;;::_·::-~ eee were read and included the following; Joe Lowther, 

h <<t ·:Len unable to continue ai4 Librarian, Miss Hazel r.1artell ha::l. 

k] ~·~L~ ,;:· ~aken over this office. The participartati~m by the So d lr:!. 

in ·;-~-. : 'Cc rkshire Dales Railway Exhibition at Bradford,had be o:. 

a e ~z .. '3 . . :_erable success. Publications were sold and new members 

g3.~~:- ·- ··"_ , :'ir Dickinson reported tha t after visiting Mr & Mrs Dixrj:~. 

h e r,•;:(~ht that due to to other commitments and change of 

i:r::c_c . :~: ~:: it was unlikely tha t their membership would be re­

ne·,Jc ~' .... : the coming year.JVIr J a ckson was und ertaking the onerous 

t aGk of compiling and arranging the I974 JVIeets List. 

Following on the success of the Society Exhibition a t Brad.fo:r· ... 

Bra~~o~d it was decided tha t a new stand was required,made with 

str~n8er materials Prop K.Walls, sec P,Jackson • . 

:i\ ':· 1.-::: t had attemptear to purcha se a Pi tney-Bowes addressing 

sy:= ·· - .. : :~ o wreplace the Addressogrph system we now h ave , this is 

V·?: :::·y c;- 'ficul t to keep up to date, due to having to buy out new 

P~- :::l - · ::-.s members addresses changed, the Bowes System could be 

r e··. ;_-, · ., on a standard typwriter, a s required,howev er the c ost 

i ::o.. - 8 beyond our means at the moment,attempts to find a 

U E>< : --n ine had so far failed. 

Officer Reports,Mr J ackson reported that the Memoirs 

we-e:-' · ,~.:; in the hands of the Craven Eerald.Articles were st~ll 

re:-"':_ : ~··· ·:: d for the next issue,and Dr A, Raistrick had contribute:. 

a:o. z:: :: ;:, _; c le for publication • . 
• 



NO\nWJBER MEETING" cont. 
-

We were however faded with alarming increases in ·Lhe 8ost of 
publicatio;s~ · 

Mrs Jean Dixt)n, BiologiGal R~?GGrder; a sucoessful year 

with a good number o:f finds. including many co11.ectiori.s for the 

first time from sobe area~$whieh have so tar been neglected o 

rlfrs Jennifer Griffin,Hon Treasurer ,Reported a: 9.ui te year, 

but at the mome~-;tt £74..:35p was in the aeoount. 
~- . . 

D,?latt P.R,O,. sg.id he hoped to be able to get out a News~ 

Letter soon.Mr Chalmers had serrt in an address ehange,now at 

Bentham Gramme.r School. 
A.O.•B.,' As ·a res\)]. t of deelining interest 'it was proposed 

"That we ce-ase our Fubscriptim.) to the · Pengelly Trustt prop R, Wa 

R .. \v.ALLS~ sec ~.GILL1 . carried o The merger of CRG and BSA, 

should help uS' to keep down · our ·sl).bseriptions to one fee for th-:; 

new . joint body of B.C.R .. A. 

It was proposed "that we discontinue our .Annual Subscr:Li ' '':i l 

to the . InduStrial_!.r<?-~'3.eC16gy magazine, and to PURCHASE copi es 

did not reeeive as a resul-t of our advertisments.prop J .Dick'"· 

:±iiSQii;j~ec~ -·e.'ra:l;'W'~ed. 

i - -- ~- M~ ' :Snifth<- ciL ~Sbfrf'f:lel.d· ·an.rf ~I:r - · s-.·w··-.;Blenal'd-were . e;ie-cte.d · tl' .. 

mcin.~p;.:prop :P.J., Sec K .. W .. J ..,La'?.Sdn was ·-now,at Cast.le Douglas ,. 

.: ::_ ~} · :·:-v Mz<! 'Ni61Ur;sbtLiihoD 1>~- ,G:'i ·lt~ ;had· ·Ktnd..K;f: danate.d · £2·· tplus J. 

Jf>ubl.S..ootlon ~:suJStlilg r:tvm· ,th:e: .. 'Jiecitti.re :giv'en· at Hebderu .. , .,_ .. -: . 

Tliec:re~:e · :o1'-'' · tne~tii:.-r;; ·B-OO~xued ; wi~ll1 .<fien'gthly :si.h.<Wuss.:!. o-r~ 
1b'if.;..·th€:1ie-r:rt:-.t;/ ·pf:: the; I.J.e:lf1 mee~s ·?for ·'19?'4-~Tt wJ.s felt that -~n 

-- vie.w. ~:-ft;h'.E£,:,. dlit _.rirl.ais;. 'hrffi :€x~Ba·· f.ue.l: ·,:z:'ftt~~~ tha.t .many 

me'e'ltrr may· •have ··to'-.:b'e- '~u:r't:aii.:'(a0: :J.'1ntt'~ wa- shcru}.dc :pro.vi(te-· a . Ii119e:\ s . 

ll'S~ ·.in- 'tl:i.e::··hope:::'"tJha-t l. .some me-,~~.s .could be held~ 
.L ;·\,1:.. ..,,_ ·; . T·-·•;<-:":~i._-;- Mee~~~~:nl.g.$00" 4~45: ..- i : ·j_~ '' •. : ; ·, ' 

. ' -~- . ... ·,, ·. ,, . ' ·'> ~ . -··:,:~ t~-' :-:·, .·, :y· :; ~ .-:;::..•·}"}~~W:a1.1s~~"' JI.:or..:. .·~.ec!i0t-a.o:-y ,.·· ·r· · 
~ !.... ~ · ... :.; -~ ~-. ; ___ : . . .. J t' 

· :~, .r.. .-., -.· ' .. 
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·RE:Poi±i· o~·--lliE ·.A:mrtrAL GElffiR.AL MEETING~~'! 14th" .Feb,_ --rsj4 
• • : • . - • - • • - • ~-~-.-. ·-. ..L ~ .'~· '1 ;- --. ~ 0

1 •• r ~ 

, !~ - .-~P<;):I_q&;ie~ for a·bs:ence~ Were received £:rohl9 r-uss -P~t ' --Jam~~-.., , 
~ · , • ' ,.. v I '} .._ /, · > ·. __ , , , , lo • • w_ , .,.. , . • ; , 

-Me_s,.~t~ ~ -~-~r~~s~·;',M-U.c_k~t:/CliaJ'trj(ir£8 r·:OUrri~-t~y' ;- -McD-hE:st113y:..-.: ,: _, .L -. . .. 

-~ .. , ;M~nu~-~ ·s · _ · of_ -'-lEi'iit :1i@8-tii£ef"were ':rea:{t: -andJ :sjpprq:~~;d,~,o: ~·t:J .· "·. i ( J 

M,~tters \irits·{ng\· ':].11:~ '·':P::i:a:t't h'a& .6anae:lxe¢ the>Wwd?8nge:J.lty~J su4:),s., 

Asked i _f · B ~ d.R.A•.' subs had been pa:i:d'Z. .;'JYh;rt:fo:r:;tf_:t:{_p;b;_·~7:_~-El:i_~-;:';th,~t 
. . . _, ;- :·. ~-· ~ . . : .'. ·;_ . . ' . . . " . . ~ . . . . . - . -. 
no subs ·had yet -,b:e:€m. cpa]..d, ~oh ·q.tber.. rQO,dJ.,~$~ .- <·, ' :·. "'·. . . . • .. 

\ • -- • .""" - ' ' ~ ' • · ~- . I ~ "' .._ ~·• • • •. •-• ~ - -~ - ._ ; ,~~ :· ~~· .. · , ' ,.;:"'; ' ... -~ ----~(:?" .::~~:_'("':.• • f ."-'.:.·,:, ~ ,• 

,Miss· MarteJ!l .. 'had,·- Ettopped;:0t~ti~:;f:?lidsc~±:p,"t,i:on-. to Ind~pJrfal_ . ,Arch-
• • .... _ ~ • ··---~· -_ ..... -- • -~ r_: ·_ ·. _ • "> • :.;· - - .-- + - ~ - •. ~ -·/ · . ~~ ~ ... ~ ' {''; ...... :<,:. : --~-... ·- ;..,_,"i,;,_ •. - ~r•,·~-- . ·. 

ae ol0gt · an.cl>~d'UJJ'f .... obtbinJ ·any Jir;i:s.sip:g · ±-ss_~?-s :·in ·--tlie: '~£~:t;\1Ii.'E3'· ~...: c·t, 
"' - -~ ... : -~~-- ... :. -~.;-: ~ . . . . •, :• ,. .. 

·. ·. • : .. ' _, ... ~ TF{€{ .. Chafrm~rii,. F:resrQ:~n.t" .M.r. -:R;:W-al~s;.E;.igns;d. _the minutes" 
' ·.;.- --~.::.- :- ,~ ..... .1, ~~. ': \- - •• _ __ , _ _ ..,.. ..... . ::·--. .. ---:-J._·,~--:~": ..: J'"i .---: qJ" .• . ~ --~-_L~.::.-- ·:·;.: -; - ... . ~--- ~ ----~~ ,-_-. -~ 

3. The: ;rD.Ii:iut~s ·cyf:·dine " .~,:pe:~e.~b~r-, , ~~u~y,.: .. ~<:l- .::~'}3?.::'1t~Y - ~>qr.f\;ing 

dommf,~t~e Med:t$.:n:gs}·. we:+·~ , t~e.n ~1;-e,~9: ~i-~:Wrc~"~i~\~_·; · i~ ·; ~ ;~-.)~~-"':~· .. ,~:r:·;.u-:1 
4 .. . D:t::t;icer.s Rerw~_ts~ ': <Peter Jacks.o:n, .Hon E.<ii~or .. _ . ,_ ··· 
. < '. - ;-.---- ·-... -:··· · .;-·-_J_,- _ ~ .... _· ,. :; .... . ~ ~----:--- !r ~'1;-~ .. ~~ · ~ ·- ~·.: :r · -~:.~~ ·}· -::..:;; - ~: ~~d ;_ ·~ · t:._r::~ .... ~::--~ rl' ~ !-~ .;:~r ·~: 

. ··: :-: : .. : -: ·-·~~--~h~.•>sq.c_J.ety ·r:reijl~:Sill's .: W (),_~ -' cprr;.tt,!2:1¢e'<t~@~~g. I973,~ith 
th~ : Pl;t:~llc~t:t,?n. Q:f } [ ol '2_. n9; 3.; · -M:;_nor ~ di~..I::~cnp. ~·~-~.s ,~q,9<us~d.;:;d.eJ:ayG 
in '"publ:tcati8rt~:~j f: s(f i rriudn ·:J;h~f>th_~~ ~ s-s\J~.:_·: :.d:i]i.- n.:·~t :·- ~p~~~i ; url,t;~l.-_ :the 
very en~ of the , year• It , had ,o;r:LginaJ,.ly 'f'be'~u ~n,:t _Enid~'d t o P,av~ : 
the illus~rations in this n3sue pr@ctU.ae:i~L·by .~Jctq.ys~c1¢. - ~p~5i.E;t6r -: 
but ,' t~J~ =!:de a i.;l~S abandoned, . when the quotation showed near~l;y' 
IOO% increase "from ·from ·early \:tn tlie :year :,;: The. iJJ.:u~trationL'l l~c:;·,, 
produced -by ourselhs.. It -is difficutl to gauge ~he responce t. 
the Memoi~s at this early stage' but it seems to ha:'lre 'been: wel..l 
recej:.yed· by our subs-qri'bers. ·A total' -of .300 were produced, and 
at the time of .writing this report,.f27 remain to s.ell. · ·· 

. - ';. ·p ".t . ...... - :~·:;: Fi; ,_.__.:- ~ ~ ..... :.. { . ' ' :.. T .•. ~. 

Also d u.ring ' th~ year Dccaf:)~oncil Publ.i¢a tion · N 6 6 
was .' p:t?oduc~~;,.O\rt> -, of . 2:;£0 ,pnJ.y .,24 r~main tcr-' be-- sold. An -advert i B 
the Janp.~~Y issue 9f--ihe Fiffi6;tn. ·'Mii).fng ; a:nd'~: l\llin?ral: CHub shoelld. 
se~l -· th~ '· rentainder o-f 'i ... thts :,pupl~c~:t~c;xu,_,0";:~·'.~ .L·:.l:·;<:~:·;, ·,:,. e··,:'-; , .! • ,- ~:: 

.. '· . .. ." , , ~-~l.i~~-, 1\V tri~ 1 ye~:f~· a··: su.f.~Ius ·" of ·- {Jap~:r ~ a~<?liffil~_at~,qt ~ ch:e 
to the efficj~ency :.. of : the ele.ctric . d 11Pl.:;l,_G~~o:r .. i:Q. ~ cV.tti~g dc,._,m 

. wa s:t;e. duripg .Pfin~i;:-g .. ,Thi~ ~a,~ used' t'o :· pJ!bd~~-E/!:~ "'iep~fu~{~··~::t 
occa~l~~al_ pu'?:'llc!!atJLon No '5 ,, on-~the].' p~s~:s ,'•9:f':~24 ,,<f.i.J<-:r~ · ·orders ,. · _ 

. W,e; n ow _hav.e:. ·; 0i}ly .~4. 3,:, ) ),§.f :ft .~ln . stoc~., :tP.e r~lat·~vJ..~y high' s::uo 
being _ pa;r-:td.a;p.y~_ d-ue, ._.t:o · ,t _w})' B,ctV'erfs ·in· ·the. jD,u:~;~!La.J: :~hP:p:~:tt:~aJ,. 
A_rchaeology. . •' ~ Two ·otlier; aCtve·rttf i~- 'the ~$am@> j c:n::l;I:tnial, h ave 1 - ~ ~ ~ ; 

re~cl_ t 'eci 'in "s:Eiles- ;o:f5( Memoirk· Vul- 2 .-No? '2 ·bringi.ng ·vUr stock f i --· . .::.. 
. ------- - -· ·-~--· -·~--~~\..:.· · .~-~ ' . -~ _ .__... 

figure a·own' to 62,fr·om ·the-,,o;r;Lginal ,print ,figur~ ~~-, 300,. 
. ~ ~ ·-~· - . . · ... ·- .: . ... •'"'"'; 

On t .:he b~sis 6£ the l ·ast : :fi"C4e nfonth$ sales , .. o:f: ._l973,we 
~· . . " ,/, .. 

can s~li a~otit -25 . c~p;ies ' o.:f · each each publ.i.cat_io~ _)~er ye _~r, ~part 
• ' ; -- ~ :' • •. -·· --- • ,_ ~· . • .._ . . ·:.I 

f 'rom sales to 'subsc:ribets. ;'Adve.rt±s·ing cha,s "de:fini te):y )le:Lped t !J 
·:'· . ~ -- . ..... -~ . ... __ "~~-· .... t--··T·;·_-;.i_ -~. - .-. .. _ _ 

sell mo~e journals ~ 'and altho.~h no;t _ .:fin.:an:cia1ly ·. su<iq;?'sfyi .i .1f.S t: .. 
that increased .:oe1es hav~ ·not covered 1acfvE:i'rt ;oosts-i the.re :v.rtl-.:.. 
presumably be long. -perm adv;ant_0ge~ ,J)Je_w: m.embers .ar..d subs .::;:r·:tl:Gl'S 

h ave already resulted ,notably the Se.i~nce IVJ us eCL'TI library a.~ d ali . 

three offices of the Geologic:.al Sux-vey , whj_ch v;JlJ. un.d rc:u.~)i.:,,;:;d.ly 

l ead to :future b~nefi ts :for the _Boci_ety., 

\~ 



EDITORB REI'OH'l'e n o nt" 

It is intended to invest more income in 
the 

present. year. 

The main costs during the year have continued to be P<q_-per 

and poBtage,both increasingaTHE COST OF MEMOIRS HAS BEEN 
INCREASED BY 30% IN ONE YEAR:: ·: Although costs have inc:retieed 

the balance sheet is in a slie?;htly improved posiJr,ion with the 

1972 decline in capital being almost halted; despite our 

. advertising costs,and stock have of course almost doublet ~ 

During tn,e year another edition of the soc;-te tys p·u..b­

lication sales list was produced and went through 400 l-opi~Q"': .. 

A further edition has now been issued 9 and the the index '-:.o 

I960-69 publications has been reprinted ., In addition a _general -

descriptive handout on the society was re·issued for the 

secretary. Articles are now coming forward for the next 

Memoirs which will be the first publication of this yearo 

Immedi~tely before the end of the ye a r I973 a most 

interesting m~uscript arrived on the.· editors desk from 

Dr A .. Raistrick, concerning · the smelting mills of Swaledale aL= 

Wen_slydale.A great deal of research has . gori.e -iu-tn th:i.;:J work ::..:" __ 

it is intended that the society will publish towards the o.nd 

o:f I974. 

P .. Jac:kson .. 

9th Fe~ruary 1974. 

----------~------------

A Later footnote to this report; in a l e_tter to Skipton, 0"1 

June Ist ,Peter has reported that all of the Occasional _ Pub-· 

lica tion No 6,"The Teign Valley Lead Mines"by C.J .. SchmitZ 1 

are now sold. 

RON TRE.ASURER:r1rs _ J_._9-riffin. reported on the transfer to t~'le 

publications account of £53.I5p. Report is otherwise t ~> t!:t> 

a ttached financial statement. 

HON RECORDER NINES. r.'I r M.Gillo · Thanked the donars of With· 

erite etc which was sold at the . railway exhibition at ·Brac3ford 

He a lso thanked donars of material on Wensleydale,for th ~ r ·--c, :.::! 

files.,The proj e ct a t Langlet Mill wa s in obeyance. ~ve co:.J.~. 

expect some publicity soon_ from an internal publication ci 

Natioi1a.l Coal Board. The proposed trip to Ec st Germany \<L> 

' l c.' 



a non starter,due to access refusal. 

HON LIBRARIAN .Miss Hazel r·1artel. The home -extension where the 

library was to be housed was not yet done but any valuable · 

bookswere secure and indoorsn There was need to prune the 1.:.·:., ... 

library of some material and to sell off unwanted books~ 

CAVING RECORDER MR: Ro 'vJALLS, There was nothing drastic to repo :~ : 

particulary as we do not now produce surveys for · sale?as in the 
• • I • 

past.,we do however provide members with surveys 'on req_uest. 

RECORDER. (Northg;rn Region) Mr R .. G.GuthrieoReported oh the buil0. 

up of his records in the year.It was not advi.sable to publish 

on say the ·Garrigill area after the experience with theSkears 

level article,access was restricted and to publish area survey.J 

only made our access rights more difficult to preserve., · 

HON SECRETARY. Mr K. Vlalls. Reported on a reasonable succesf·~ . 

year which had attracted some increa se . all round in the leve . 

of society activity. The annual dinner at wp.ich event Mr Feati.: 

of the Bradford Industrial Archaeology Museum was the chi8f 

Guest,had again been held. Mr Jackson had continued his ster·-· 

ling work .with publioations,and secretarial a ides and had 

helped to bring up to date the constitution 1 which in the year 

had been reprinted and re-issued,via the newsletter to all oi 

our current membership;,the secretary also remarked on the 

numbP.r o:f years we had had the plea sure of Mr and Mrs Dixon 3. ~' 

members,two persons 'Nho hA.d over the years done much workfo · 

the records and illustrations of the soci.ety publications, 

Otherwise the job remained much the same, with high and lo"r ~­

peaks of work. The next meeting was for a change to be held a·~ 

Billingham,Teeside.A change of venue,and it wa s hoped to see 

some of our N)E members on parade. 

P~R.O. & NEWSLETTER EDITOR. D.PLATT Commented that we had no; 

held our usual yearly lectures in .the Skipton area , a featu::" r~ 

of our pa st activities due to tht closu-r-e of our H,,Q., n-che 

Overdale Hotel"a victim of propery development , which i:1. thE· 

event seems to h ave mis-fired, due to the :fa~_ling off c: ~ 

prices oT>1r J .M.Dickinson h ad with help from M .. ·:; ~.1..--: gi" ·J 2 :: , _: 

lecture a t Hebden, and donat~d th.e proc,ceds L' . "th~:.. Sc : i:t:;__;.L;. .._ 

he thanked the Officers for the B.ttenr\vnc e a t -~ll8 mor. 0 .,1.l.y 
P c.,c;c 51;1 

· -, 



Working Committee Meetings,held at Skipton,and pointed out to + 

the meeting the considerable milage and the expense of that 
journey to the officers who resided out of Skipton" The soc.iety 

was very fortunate to have members willing to accept a financial 
sacrifice as wellas willing to give up freetime to further the 

work o:f the societyo.A balance sheet for the office of P "R .. Oa/ 

Newsletter was presented,(enclosed)which included expences. 

anthorised by the working Committee- a total of £30-80p~ An 
amount of cheap paper, purchased for futa12e ::•newsletter use, was 
included in the total amount spent.Postage was about £3-60 per 

Newsletter.,We still had a good stock of this -paper to use,which 
would be reflected in next ye ars expence accountoArticles for 

the Newsletter were required,together with any other comment­

aries as this publication was becoming too much of a one man 

show A · • s we do not claim rights of reproduction,on N/L articles 
it was rather pleas:snt to see other clubs,reproducing some of 
the feature articles from the N/Letter,an thereby reaching 

out beyond our membership horizons, justifing the original wo;r .k 
of the author of the article. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Mr Guthrie first proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Eric 
Dixon, and Mrs Jean Dixon,and suggested a letter of thanks 
should be sent to them recording this.Mr J,McPherson seconded 

this proposal~ 
Mr Michael Gill was proposed as Junior Vice Presidentq 

Proposed Peter Jackson, sec Ken Walls.Carried with alarge vote~ 
As there was no offer to take on the task of Officers, 

those who served last year remained unopposed and an 'en-bloc' 

vote wa s taken,all w~re re-elected. 
The retiring PreRident,Hr R, \Valls,in a closing vote of 

thanks to all and sundry v acated the chair and lVir J' ,~'ic pne:cson 

president elect for I974/5,presented IVIr Walls with an as yet 
uninscribed pla que,but complete with society badge .. The new 
~resident agre ed with the retiring one,tha t we may find I 974 

a ruther difficult year but hoped we should g(::; t to mee ts and He 
should consider car efully if -r.ve can still aff o~d our .A.nn·'l:-.ll 

Dinner. The meeting then discus s ed i deas f o:c t l: e n e .:-: t dir:.:.~e ::· , all6 
Presidents 'Talk In!the meeting f elt tha~ t he ~rice for a m~ al 
would ino v j_tahly b e now aboutff-2-50 



Jn correspondence not:_.._, <-' of a course a-~ Exet8r ·,;as ::.'l.de, a 

a lecture at Middlesbol.'Ol1el1 ~41ih of 11·~ -:.:ecr ::m the ld -_,r.n Ind ,lf; l, ~c-Jr 

was to be e;iven,DrJ .K.Almond, a member of t:::::_ ,-4 socie--cJ would 1:1e 

one of the speakers. 

Mr J,Downs-Rose was holding a course at the Lead ::.u.ls, L cc -~ . .:.V'"' 

in the week I3-22J uly, a follow up to last years course 1~hivi.~. 

members who attended found so enyoyableo 

In the Mendips there was to be a we.l{end meeting on t:"'l P 

Limestone Caves on the 9th March; 

The Billingham Community Centre was already booked for the 2Ist 
Aprilj 

Thanks were given for David and Je~ifer for the 

provision of refreshments. 

The Meeting closed at 4-55pm. 

K .. Walls,Hon Secr.etary. 

. . ------------------------------
MEMBERSHIP 

Two subscription reminders have so far this year been sent ou·t, .. . ~ 

the new petrol prices seem .to have left some members with crarno 

financial cramp, if you have not yet received a pr:Hrbed Meetc -~: -~ 

then you should be in no doubt ? you have not so far paid yo~ : •· 

subscription for this year. This is not intended for the Assoc i,::::_ ,:: · 

Members, who do not attend meets, but have in any case paid ur ~ : 

So plea,se if you wish to remain on the books, send :'_.._.;. 

your unpaid subscription to the :rv1embership Secretary ,lYlrs 1 J, 

Griffin, Ig Westfield Terr,Baildon 1nr Shipl:ey,Yorkshire,Bf.J.. ( , ;~~ ·· 

When you decide to send in these missing subs, we can put ou:!~ l!.r 

up to date members list, which is now out of date" Thank you s .. . 1 

advance._ 
- ___ .....,. ______ . _______________ _ 

NEvl Mm1BERS 

MRS J .. r1I.ASHWORTH. I6 High Cote ,Riddlesden,Keighley, Yks /I:e1 5GX6 
·-,.. ~ '~ ~~-e Fam·• , v rvrembe~ c.. . .:J ,~t . } . . . ,I ;. J.-, •. j"'\- .... '.~ . ..... . l 

1\!T B ,, D ll"G1.[T)> 4 'tJ '! '' ·: .. ,.,., -~ :.:,.,_., k Cl.' ,-,dmo··o·< o· ' :San ··- _,~_. :-J.".L' .tl .. U.L~ "- :t 'i ' . ..~o. .. • . . ....L. ~.: r 'l ..._.. t..:;.t..:.-L ' v ....1.\.....l~.::,; L.:: \..... ~~ 

L,D ,. FRANCIS,. ~6 , G-reen Ter.r Squa:::e 7 Savi1e 2a._..-;;,_ .,E.:.: .. '. :, . ('a K.~·~v ; ':· . -r.:~ ,, 
, .... t . 

. J. ~·· ·). 



H.R.SHARNBROOK. 20,Neville St 1 South Kensington,London,7 .. 

GPM.S~INGELL.'Beckstones 1 Askham.Penrith,Cumberland,CAI0-2PG~ 

M.R.SMITH. II4,Dixon Rd,Sheffield.S6-4GA. 
B.YOUNG. 63A,Warrington Rd 1 Harrow,MiddlesexoHA I-I S2. 
. . OVERSEAS MEMBERS. 

R.HORSNAIL.ctoAmax Exploration Inc, 4704 Harlan St,Denver, 
Colorado.802I2, U.S.A. 

1\IIEMBERS ADDRESS CHANGES. 

G.GOSS. 2,Lower Scholes,Pickles Hill,Keighley,W,Yorks~ 
J.C.W.ADE.'Tara'Aikton,nr \ifigton,Cwnbria,CA7 OHY~Tel Wigton2797~ 

H.BARNES.'Kinian'High Bentham,via Lancaster. 
J.Holmes,IOS,Burnside Ave,Skipton,W,Yorks. 
J.Hussey.203Shap House.Linnaeus St.Hanlanby Rd,HullE,Yorks~ 

R.Harker,92,Town Green St.Rothley,Leicestershire. 

--------------------------
ENQl?'lRS list of _ Paid-up Associate members, at 8thJ.VIay 74~ 

Owen Arthur Baker,IO norwich Rd,Exwick,Exeter,~X4 2DN. 

James Benne~t,6 Distington Park,Distingto~,Workington ,Cumbria., 

Stuart ltlhi tley _ BlE!nard, 4, Tenter Hill, Clayton. Bradford, W, Yorks,. 

Acquisitions Librarian,General Library,British Museum(Natural 

History )CromwellRd,London, Svl7-5BD. 
Borough Librarian,Burnley Central Library,Burnley,BBII-2BDo 
S.H.Jackson,I6 Chapel Street,Calverley,Pudsey,W,Yorks,LS28-5PS .. 

JJeedR Public Libraries ,Reference Library. Central Library, Leeds, 
LSI-3AB,. 

Mrs A.Lubbock,8 Tommy Lane,Linthwaite,Huddersfield,HD7-5SQ~ 
Manchester Public Libraries,Central Library,St Peters Square. 

Manchester,M2-5PD. 
T,Morris,I9 Colebrooke,Birtley,Chester-le-Street,DurhamcDH3-2LF 
North YorkshireCounty Library,Grammer School Lane,Northallerton 

North Yorkshire. 
Accessions Dept,Science Museum Library,South Kensington, 

London, SW7 5Nli .:o· 

Sheffield City Libraries,Book Stocks Dept,Central Library, 
Surrey St, Sheffield,I, 

F. ~!. Smith ,Durham University, Geology Dept 1 Scien~e Labs, So-c:c·~h Rd, 
Durha:J., 



Horace Ratcliffe, c/ oSpring Lees oRipponden. viaHalifax, Vf, Yorksq 

J.B.Taylor,I,The Coppice,Sutton in Craven~Keighley/1/,Yorkso 
D.G.Tucker;26 Twatiing Road,Barnt Green,Birmingham.y·B45-8HT .. 
G. To lvarwick, 47, vveoley Park Rd, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29-6QZ. 

K.E.1tlatkinson, 30 9 Chestnut Road.;JV.\ollington,nr Banbury,Oxon,OXI7 IBJ 

G.H.E~Workman,Stonebrack,Greenhow Hill,Harrogate.tN,Yorks .. HG3-SJQ 

I.J.,Wright,67,Mount View Road,London,N4 4>~R .. 

Elected 7/6/74.Meeting. Herbert r-1asters,Silverdale, .Aston on­
Clun.Craven Arms,Salop,SY7 8EG.Listed as member of Newcomen SOc 

PD}lliS; Interests-Application of steam and ~ater power. 

--------------------~---~ RESIGNATION . 

S.D .. Holdswotth, Chipping Camden. 
------------~-----------

FUTURE EVENTS · annual dinner and talk in. 

Our Annual Dinner is arranged for the 5th October at the . 
Marton Hotel and Country Club,situated on the Middlesbrough 

Stokesley Rd in Marton village,the meal is expected to start 

at 7-30,the expected pri"'le will l.Je £2--50 per head.The guest of 
honour wili be Mr G,Vlatson of Middlesbrough Council,recreation 

and amenities Officer. 

Over-night accomoqatioh will be in the Nunthorpe Scout 

Hut,which is by the side of Nunthorpe Church.-N.G.R.540-I40. . . -

This will be the venue for the following days event 
The Presidents 'TALK IN' ,members are asij:ed to note;Tha t the ( -' · 

floor of the hut tends to generate a red dust,so a good ground 

sheet is a recoiili1ended,to protect your sleeping bag .. 

THE I TALK IN'. 
Short Lectures,Films,Slides are requested for this 

event,time limit is-normally 20 mins,offers of material to 
enable a full days progr~e to be worked out,should be sent, 

. or phoned,to the President,Mr John MacPherson,63,The Avenue, 
Li;::.·ihorpe,Mid.dlesbrougheTS)- 6QU., Tel No,86528o Just as soon as 

you ar e able., 

Full details of the final dinner arxangements and menu,will be 

sent with a booking form later in the year~ 

:. 



THE SOCIETY TROPHYS 
.. 

a'he Founders Cup awarded by Mr J .JYLDickinson~ is presenb!:id by t h E' 
;· 

President of the year,to any member,for outstanding wde~ication 
to the aims of the society in the currEnt yearo 

·r:-· 
THE GOLDEN CHICKEN .AW.ARD. PRESENTED by a group of members, 
for any act of ineptitude co~ed by a member in the society 

yearQ(this can,if carried to the extreme be awarded postumousJy) 

Again presented by the President,both awards are entirely at 

the discretion of the President,who is ~ssisted in this task, 
by discreet recommendation ftom any fellow member. The best 

way to get off the HDOK is to inform on someone elseo•••• 

THE PRESIDENTS PITOl'l.donated by Mr John J.'IIacPherson,to be 

awarded annually to the person who achieves the most merit­

orious performance during the ye ar;Nominations for this would 

also be welcome by the President. 

SOCIETY GOSSIP 

-, Student member John Hunter, determined to t aste frost bite, 

(his trip to Greenland,did not come off.) is heading for the 

Canadian Rockies,on a rock tapping mission,paid: 

Nick, 'Aldred Nichols,late of W"heal Jane,has departed for 

Tasmania,and promotion,with Con/Golda 

Roger Harker,assumed to be resting aft er getting his PHd, 

has formed a mineral society in the Leicester area,and can be 
contacted,at his rock shop,Oxford St,Leicester,by local members 

you are advised however to go armed with plen~y of cash,and a 

bag,for those rocks you must have . 
Hazel Martel has declared Morley a disaster area,after her new 
Mini, was engulfed by fire; (car, not skirt )we unde:rrstand that th ... 

insurance people offered, A a new Mini,or £ a used Fire engine~ 

. Tt7 -. • ir": ;:.. . t,i ._·. ~ d \... ' ~ ~- : -- . • .. ' t; ~ 

To David and Jennifer Griffin, a son,Neil Richard,May 24th,74. 

did I hear the cry of MORE ?well stand by for this .••...•• ? 

P o.go IO. 



Forthooming 1tJEDDING ANNOU:NOEIVIENT. 

JoO.WADE to I.BINGHAMo at Carlisle Registry Office. 
July 9th, I974. I2--00 hrs. 

1-!..isle--Al tar--Hymm. 

Future Address, 

Aikton, nr v\figtom, Cumbria. 0A7-0HY. Tel Wigton 2797 " 

INDUSTRIAL .ARCHAEOLOGY 

At Wanlockhead,Dumfriesshire,Scotland. I3-2Ist July,I974. 
The I972/3 course will be continued ,to the delight of member 2 
who h ave attended the ·past two events. 

Bookings to Dept of Extra - r1ural and Adult 
Education,57/59 Oakfield Ave,Glasgow,G I2Q The co-~se fee 

should be paid by Nay 3Ist,(still Time) £I8 .. Camping 
and O~ravan sites are available . 

Lecturers. G.Downs-Rose,B.A.(Soc.). 
P.Swinbank,B.SeoPh,D. M . Inst ~ P. · 

)))------------ - - --((( 

NO!IQE_OE AN_EXTEA_TQ 1H~ RR1N1E~ ME~T§ QABD~ -~E1IBG~ 
As instructed by the last General Me eting of the Committee, 
I give notice, that a meeting of the Oommitteee and any 
member of this society who wishes to attend,is called for 
Sunday,the ~th of September,I974,the venue to be a t the 
Scout H.Q. "The Dump", situated to· ·the rear of the Devonshi;r·· t; 

Hotel.Skipton . Yorkshire. at I4--00 hrs. (D,Platt). 

-------------------
BORA. A.LtiJNUAL CONFERENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS. 
------- ~ ---. ------- - ---- - --
This will r eplace the Annual BS.A Sept Oonfer ence , and is to 
take place on the W/End ,Sept I4/I5,further det ails from the 
UJLS.A. P.O.Box,I57,Leeds,LSI-IUH. 

Return Address for Newsletter Mate!'ii c. 
D.Platt, II,Neville St ~ ~: ;,· ·':.. :pton 7 BD~ ·. r..:.:.: ··r, 
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The H. c. B. have bought 501- of the equity sha:rre Capital of Por;ell 

Duffryn Technical Services I,ta..; the I\-1ining Consultants. This will 

give a valuable reservoir of knowledge that is hoped will benefit 

British Mining exports. 

The lT . c. :3. l1ave aske d for planning pElrElission fo:c a nor! Drift Mi n':. 

costing £2 million, at the site of liTew Monlrton Colliery, Royst :)· c .. 

The Government refused ax1 M.oP. s request to direct the 1\f. C. Bo Lu 

stop its proposed closure of Glapv7ell Colliery (700 men) 9 a fiu::n 

N.CoB~ descision is awaited. 

Ushworth Colliery (N.Durham) ;the H. Uo i·~ ., h ave decided to o r>- · : ·:~ [, . 

to the proposed closure and a.n appeal wil1 be hearci oa the 41~:1.~ · · 

however if successful it would only be a short reprieve~ fo:r . ,, 

pit 1vas sunk in I874- and has fe w 1vorkable reserves. 

Elemore Colliery ( S.Dv.rhani) closed on Ist Fe b. after IL].g year t:: i J: 

Adverse geological co:nditions,low productivity,higb. finc.mcial lo s 

and dwindling reserves finally bro_ught a bov.t closure. 

Leeds City Council have granted the H. c. :8. Planning Pe1111chssio n Jo ·· 

a 60 fGet deep Sandstone Quarry, near Rothr.'ell Co llieryo The 

has to be verified by the West Yorkshire Council. 

A new Tin 1\iine is plo.nned for the Truro A:re z_-;, . The ~Une :Mount 

Y..iellington? is ormed by CornYmll Tin 8; Mining Y '\Vhich is 5J ~; c 

by Tradax Genevo.y itself part of the Canadian Coumodities f , ... :;~, 

Cargill. The r ema ining 4-9% is held by the Prado Explora tio::1 ~;o . 

The N.c. B. are to sink a £5 Hillion drift rDJ.ne in s. \''d L'.:;' 

near 1Umnru1ford; to uorl:: prmven reserves of' five millioJ'. t:YL c...: 

Anthracite. The proj ect uill com11encc i n ::::; :ring I974 ar:v3. t~1e ,--:_:.ci f·; 

\till produce 400 ~ 000 tons ar.u.J.uaJ.ly ~ 

J? o.gc I2. 



O:;scroft Collie;sy~ :Derby,is to close due to tho exhaustion of 

reserves ? afte:r 75 yeaX's, the mine employed 300 men and in the 1 

last two moniths tfhce set up a new !?roduction record (three times 

the national average). 

QEP-J1Yi1~ .QQ11~:;y:, Shropshire, the proposed closure, due to 

geological c1ifficulties,has been delayed ;the mine's future Hill 

be revievved every tlu"'ee months. 

drill for Oil/Gas in the Burnley Area. A Rig is now at vvork. 

CQI.·LT·HTTEE NEWS ·=·- ..... -----~ · ... .._. ___ .. """ 
A proposal has been recieved by t he Coillmittee ;'That the Socie ty 

name be changed by the omission of the rm:rds "Cavern anct 17 
9 t }· ;, s 

making the title lllhe l Northern li'lino Research Society I a 

This Has proposed because it vm.s felt that tl1e -rmrd Cavern i ;at:: " 

the title un.necessarily comlicated and detra cts from our stzil:..(LiL(., 

Obviously a major constitutional change like this can onl;y- bC' ,.,_._ · · 

at a n 1L G. E. anu it is in the members j_ntere sts to diE1cus all 

asp 'J c t s of it fully. The committee r:oulc!. therefore rrelcome 

opinions~propositions etc. from all vote holding members" 

The ';· .,-r.)l:'king Cormnittee is considering printing Dr. Raistricks 

M., S ,. c; , 11 ~he h ":J.d Smeltine; Mill s of Snaleclale and F.enslsyd t"'~-

aim.. HISK C~ilJ? I'r AI, , in shares chf £10 each , interest free 1 

rep 2Y::1ble on reciept of cost price from sales. 

Woul.d tlc mbers H::.l ~~ iDg ·t;o speculate in this venture please 

contact the editor :- P. Jackson. 

37, B:roomh8.11 Place 9 

Sheffield, Yorksh.i_rc , SIO 2DG. 
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.Aberllyn, Klondyl~:e, Tan-yr-eglwys, P arc, Hafns, Gyffty, :Dryn Eisteddfod 

Ffr·ith, Sion 9 GorlaJ1 9 Farchog ,Pru1.t-y-carrr, Trecastell, :Sr3m-y-farm.og, 

the ilm:~ NeYT Pandora also lmoYm as the ELgle. Forr Il12.l1.Y non rememiJer 

these once busy mineral rilines high abO'le the Com7y Valley ·which p:coduue-:l. 

lead, zinc alld iron :py:cite s so ll12J.1.Y yoa:BB ggo ? urorJ.dngs nhich p r ov : · ~ '::(:~ 

li velihood.s fo :c sco1·e s of local famili e s, founc1::7ie o and 1Jl s,c lwrni tl1 ~-; , 

My intere st in tl1c lllines began many years ago end r esulted i n a 

build up of o..l bums of photogr;c~~) hs shoning the crumbline; ;n:i.ll 

buildings 9 
1 bc-::.rracks' in v.rhich the mine:rs loc~ged for -c;1e, r:e olq c0·. · 

historic reminders of the old clays. All fit i nto t he h:::.cJ;:grouncls of 

quiet and remote cotmt:rysic!.es of mountain, ri7er ond lake o 

Recently I have re-'7isited one of those old 1 hmmts r - a de scription 

in keeping uith a ghostly apparit ion once seen there. This mine- a'-' 

did othe J: •) on chc:U.1.ge of ovm0rship- had been knorm as tl1e Fer! 

Pandora ; and the :J;agle 9 as I first remem ~)e r it in the I930s. Y!i th 

me rms <::.. I·:iining En g inee :r friend~ H.C. Herbert ~ nor~ living in Spain, 

vvho had r:o rke d as a mine1~ iiJ. t he He u J?ondora durinc; t he sunm.1er of 

I92I 9 Hhe.r:, a second year student at the Ro yal School of :.Unes. · 

He had ha.p _\Y" recol l ections of tha t s um;11e:r bec :::..use it \7:._-c. s 

Managers LY~ nse tha: he mot t he g irl- t he e ldo st daughter of the 

Rector of ~Llanrrmt 9 C8.l1on Gruffydd Williams-who l a ter be cc,i:U.8 his 

nife. Those were t h e days Hhen rainers vwre paid a ne c :cly ':.' CcCG of 

£3 and used tal Jorr CHtt~Ucu stuck in lumps of clay for unde i'grouL. , 

lighting. But !Jack cv the gi:wst! 

It is o..s sociated 11i th the trim 9 loiD.ely cot·cage - 1 Ty' n-y-groes 1 r;l-JcL'. 

you co u:1o across efter turning to nards JJlyn Goirionydd froEl tl:) r. · ~. '-'}_.' 

Po..go I4. 



to the Nerr Pw1dora. He r e live Shon Shc l tinc;a a.nd his rr i fc - Shon, 

an enthusiastic del vor il1to old mines in the district nhon.1 I me t f o r 

the first time Yli-ch Ho c. I-Iorbort. By strant:,e coincidence \7ay ba ck in 

I9 53 I hnd c s lled at the cot -cage hewing l earned t hat, under tb.c 

title of Dilys Ca drra l acl.r, Shon' s mothe r h ad v.ron t he Bardic Crorm in 

the Nationc:tl Eiste ddfod. She rras t hen e1 t eacb.e r a t tho little school 

at the top of Nant-bv~rlch-yr-haiarn . I-Ierbort had lodge d at the cotto.go 

during his stay at tho mine. 

Shon's pQI'c:mts went to live there in I949.and, e QI'ly one August Yiiorning 

in I953,his father rn.:.s making a cup of te a for hi s rtife ,nne. ? 

lo oking out from tho door on to the h ill side shecpual ks 9 he r.'as 

wuased to se c only a fen yards distcnt on -(;he g rc:.ssy track 

to the mine 9 the figure of a ROiilan Centuri8.l1 17oaring t he traditj_ on~ l 

plumed helmet and dragging some thing bchindi him. He had then ru sl:ed 

upstairs to tell his nife-s,.nd quicL:ly do rmsto.irs again. But-the 

apparition had vanished.~~1d in Shon's opinion 9 it is of interest 

that a Remon Iroad rvas believed to have run a long the tra ck to the 

mine., 

Shortl;:l o.ft e r my visit to tho Ncr! Pandora I r.rent to Pont C~r.fync; 

village hidden off the A5 o.s ap:;? rO <..i..Chint:, Capel Curig-to.ld ng tho 

narl'or: road fro m the bridge near Ty Eyll cottage M d adjL.--:,cent to 

an old :ccnnan encampment by the riverside. Scvoretl yC:'o..r s c-:.go Pon·c 

Cyfyng P:•.s niy stox-t ing po int for c o.lls at tho Rhos s l a te g_uar:ry, 

nou clos·:::d do rrD 9 1Jy a steep roug~1 track up :Foe l Siaboc1. The quccrry 

·was l ast rmrked by the Riley family of Caerns.rve n and the I'.lo.Chinc:ry 

oth0rs of the mill buildings and QuQI'ry cottage s. 

"Sy chance I knocked ett t he door of Eo 3 Iiho s Cott ;·~e:;o s in t ho v:LlJ.c .. c;e ~ 

and there me t to my- ~~:roat pleasure J3o o ~· ·orTio Do..vi e s c111d :?o ssio b_i s 

u i.fe. Over ho sp i taiJl e cups of tea I l oarned t~>.<:'.·c Bob- nor: i n his 

Pac;e I 5. 



83rd year -r.:o.s born in one of the q_u2..ITY cotto.gcs on TJ!o e l siaboc1 

Later he he,d r;orkcd a t the quur:.r7- 2nd 2.lso c,s a mine:;:-- il"J. the Gore 

Lode of the :l?arc Mine. During our chat o.1Jout -'chose old times I 

hnd mentioned my interest in .fincl.ing n q_u2,rry somewhere on the 

slo:pe s of Mocl Siabod which rras said to havG produced slate slate 

fro -:n vrhich hones nero mc,cl.G for sh2.rpcning sarrs and :nJ.i\res lone; ago. 

Atld one of two such in l\!orth YvalGs-the o·thcr nc o..r I1lyn Ve lynll:rn , 

the 1Jost rmy to it was from Dolnyddelan on the road betuee:n Bct,;s-

y-Coed. c.:v:1d :Slaenou Ffostiniog. So~ in company ni th tHo 1il-~c'i7iso 

intel'"'e stod friends- one brought up in his 1Joyhood days on ct fo..rm 

above tl1e Conwy Valley ::and ;-;i th recollectio:ns of o.. lwncs quoX':r';:.r 

near Llyn Mclynllyn-Doh·ryc1delcJ.1. rms t he next o bjecti vc. Luck ' .. 'aS 

with us there in this little villng0 no stlinc; among 2ncicmt lliE(co::'y 

and old slate quo~'"'ry \'Taste tips • Y7i th tho tsuidance of :Sill ,Jones 

Head forester of tll8 Lledr Forest~ i.-.r c. -,}c:·do O''r ,_,,..,,i-v L.. <...t. L-l \~ r__..,t) 

\:-Jhile ·i:.he pru1.ora!.11ic ·bco.uty of r~.Ioel Siabod. opened up before tlS. 

unde :c ~jrillicJ"lt sunshirw - 2:.1.1.d displo.:rc d. the site r:o rrere scch:i11g. 

It ho.,Ci to be seen to be believed - romotcand peaceful some three 

luile s from the villageo The qua..Try rrbrl:ings covcr a bout a ?;L.lilc e:;cl:;en·' 

fro m ·[::1o adit, rJith its renmonts of rusting 2ft guage :track, in 

whic ~~ the slate r:as mined, to the er"Lt.<bling mill buildings-uhiel-l 

The oJ.C. :::: l a t e rrallod ruins includG the mill buildinc; L':.nd the 

'Ca.h::;,n· in Yrhich the men ate their moo.ls,~t-Yld t~1c s ite of the 

r:ater ~ -heel 1 s fou:~(:: tion o.djacent. Tho nc2.I'by rmste tips i7Gl"e 

•:rery s r:1Lll) nnd consisted ;aainly of elcsn cut l)ioeo s which r:cre 

not up to stendard. \"f!e left no stalgicaL:_y-r:ith some first cl :_ .sc 

photographic records but still Pithout 211y knorrledgc of the Cln o:r.rio"' 

history .And this demt..w.1ded o.nother visit.· 



Good fortune o.. ~ o..in 9 I cnllcd at the :Oo1\;ydc1olFJ).1. Post Office to 

enquire IIhethor- still li vine; in t ho district- there mie;ht be 

SOil1eono Hho rcmombel,cd t ho old qunrry rrorldng. Then follorred on 

introduction to Griffith Price Roberts, 'J3ron Dorn' , \7ho as a 

young mc.r1 rms r.'o~ckint~ on s. fo;rm clo so to it. He rcco..llod tha t the 

quarry rras in operation during the I9I~--I9I8 ~1o..r and t}:u::tt j_ts 

Mc,;..t1ager uao . :E:benozcr Griffiths , a notable pioneer in the slate 

norld from Talyco..rn~ in tho Nantllo Vallo~r ; c.u1cl. nho used to 

sp0nd. tho \JOCk at the qua.r:ey 9 slo cping in tho 1 Co. bo.n 1 • The qun:rr y 

men were brought to Fork by horse m1d trnp fro m Doln3rddclc:.n ;; 011d 

a local Cet.lt?ter v!ith a tY.'O horse rrogon use d to c z.tTr y S2:.:nc1 :from 

DolFyddol211. Station to the quo..r ry mill r;:1e rc it v:o.s the me dium 

for putting 1 smooth as gl o..ss 1 surfa ce on the hone s. Tho c oxtcr a"l ;Jo 

took the hones 9 nec;tly packed in r:oodo:ct bo xc s, to t ho st 2~tion 

v:arohouse. 

Todo.y you cannot get o. -,Tohiclc i:1ore thru1 2 f o1.: hundred YL'Lrds 

c,long t.his olc1 r o c:1c1 •. A.:ud one vrondors ,,)_wn it Has alst open · to 

public usc" • Of intcrect t oo e, r of e l·once in cx1 1883 volume of 

1 Gossiping Guido to 1~1c.lo s 1 uhich reads~ 1 Distance from Capel C·urig 

Post Office to DolrJ;)rddolo..n( o·v-or hill) 5mo ~J:.lo Pont Cyfyng I i -rn. 1 • 

And~ s hould ;you ever visit that tiny community-its church c..nd 

n:uddy i · : ~ :};: t hnt !~lZ.C Jw,vc be e n oneo to Ca~ol Curig. 

J3ut- '-~ ,,r.:;l -:- to I 1l :, .. ,, 1.'':e l ynllyn ar1d its hones quo.r ;-y previously 

menti u :l .~ d. ~ It lie 8 J ~ >3 your Ol~dno..nco mo.p rrill t e ll you, ) O::.cefully 

and r ·' ;,; ,; ·,_-e:; on tho 1 ,rc o:c' the Conr!y Vo..lloy amorig scenory og 

incompa=c-:::~ble be n1.r cy,'.7ith its sister lakes Corrlyc1 7 Eig ii:,u a...11d DvJyn 

a ll in care of tho vnter boo.rd. The r ·ndorG:r in this torri·cor~ · f'inJ ;:; 

old history, old 111inGro..l r:orkinc; s-G.nd so1nc lo;:1g forgot t on s l ate 

qw.U' r i :::: s; one of r:hicJ.1 is tho Eo l ynll;yn hones quo.rry- tha t s c·con d 
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unsurfa ced mountain tracks...; so one r:as tolct ? 

Again good for-'cu:ne. The rrater board had kindly put me j_n co:atact 

r~ith one of their staff - S-tanley Roberts,I1lan.ber vvhose Wardenship 

covers the aren' E! reservoirs anc1 trec"tn1ent works at IJlan!Jedro And, in 

company vlith f:ciend Ernest Roberts,Denbic;h ,r-;ho vms 1Jr-ought up 

in this area, vre rre re dri-ven for miles on bumpy roads on what I had 

alr1ays thought vmuld be 6. 1 mission impossible' to ar· ive at MelYJ.'1l l 3r.ct. 

Ee re again, as a t Moel Siabod was Cll1 adit from rthich t he hones rvere 

quarried. And, a.longside the track o. derelict roofle so stone building 

v7hicd had been the mill~ and '1Jarra cks 1 for t.::1e quo.rr;y11nen stayinc; 

there for the \red:. Outside had been a v.T,terrrheel- c,nd a l oat 

uhich provided Hater fl~ow -the mounto..insj_de o.nd 1l;yn HelynlJ_yn. 

L1side r:::;,s a little iron hand-\Jinch -sole relic • 

. And then~suddenly , !E benezer Griffiths' came i i'lto t he picture a[~o.\\r· .. , 

I had ,.:,: ·::::.doned hi:u as a 1m3rstery mm1 1 associated r:ith I1oe l Sio,bod ' s 

hones qw:;;r:ry. Stanley Roberts· immedio.te response rm.s tha t it Has 

an Ebenezer Griffiths 'aho rras the ma~1ager Ct.t IVIe l;ynll;)rn quarry vvb.ich 

rras privately fin s.nced by A. B, Sa l men of Caerilii.:J.rvon.lu1d t hc-"t r. tr-s~ 

Megan Clarke, 'Bryn-y-pair',Llanbedr-y-Connin,ne c.r Tal-y-bont,is 

his gr::~:"J. c1 daughter. This qtil.i te u:nex:pected ' I,uclry J?>I'e2Jr 1 rras 

ronKn _ ·~ : -~' · i n its coincidence iYith the search for information ,_ .. :JvlL:: 

Ebe ne,.:'; c ':.nd a feYi d2ys later I called to see her. 

MegaJ:: :-, . o co llection s of her grandfather o.re many- thour:;h fac1int~· int ~. 

the P'L_; .. , J:\..."ld one of her regre ts is that she h'"J..d t l1rorm a'v7ay a 

cup bo<..:.:. \ ·Cull of his old documents some years after h i s dc c:.th v:hen 

living \; ' · l~ h her o..nc1 her husb2J.1d o.t Bry-D-y-pair , in 1933. 

Ebeneze:::.- rras then 82 ye2.rs of age . And nas one of o. l ar go fcL.li iv f::i-:'Oli~ 

1 Bryn l·i.::T'fa 1 , Caerns.r-,mn, r:here she believes he had Yiprkc d in o. 

founclry -possibly o1moc1 by So..h.le:tl ~ o..lso froo that town. 

:eo..gc I8. 



nhere he had t a ken o.. not 2J)l o p c;r.:t in the r elig ious s i de , in ptlrticulo,:· 

of -the conE:tlU1ity life. Ho 1.7S.S an a rdent norke r on behalf of tho SuncL :c, , 

school o:cc;anisatio n - tho 1 university ' of ·[;he olc1 Cl.o..y-s. A.ncl he put 

m1.wh eff ort into the foundation of the loca l EeE1oria l Hall, uh ich 

he hnd strporvised until his death. Ho was burie d in the neo.rlw Salem 

Chap e l cemetary . 

Mogo.Jl ho.d no lmoYllodge of his personal hones quarries col1Il8ct:: n '} ,; 

other t han his ruanagement of the l~e ly11.llyn quo..rry; r1l:ich had c o do .,~ 
~ -··-- ·' · 1 
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lxdore she rras box·n. And my sole off icial records - :froni· Scot+ 
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merely state that Melyll;sm , opera:cinc; from I900 to I907 , had .' .. ru .J.J I.'-./ 

be trre cn 4 21.nd IO tons per yer:;r • .Are there 9 one r:onc1ers 9 oDy of -!. · J 

1 Old Brigo.clo 1 still living ? Megan thinl;:s it is po ssi lJle th~:::.t c c,:. 

them is resident,in his 90s, in :Sethe sc1c .• 

In h e,T pos session she ahd some t rr·:) or t hr ee tre a sure d relic s of' 

EbeJK-;:;. T 1 s. One - a very faded p hotograph of· him, nhite-bear d,_ t ~ 

So..lem s itting by his side and the l a tterD right o.rm around El:>c1::>.c z -.:;:r,c; 

s houlde r s . il.:nothc r is o. r10 l l ~9re s e r v-ed corrpo r so.uco:pcm in rrhi c·:.' t he 

li v]_nc,; :Ln the po.st c011 sometimes be very fascinatimg . 

6 

Nort : 

A vj ' rto.S Dmde to tho TGCOJ.'"Itl;y rGl:.cnmtored Di 8l18. Flo.ts of B. Sr.o c. l s 
I> ' -· _;..:.; _: 

A c~~ ~ - < ,, 1 ~. ·i s it rms c.lso r·.lc.dc to the nor king s of :Sl o..c kdenc }~ i ~ 1•: 

r:ho :r, · . . :': s . ItiacPho:rson drilled her first shot hole. 

Rc sc ;:::, .. _~ : in t he Bl o.nchland P.:re o.. is pro grc s s ing a s is the no:r:\ . 

o:G Sc:co,~ .tho lc ·Mine . 
I C) 

,./ . 



Many i,lembors rrith contacts on G-rccnhorv n ill wil J be 

sorr;y- to heQl' ·of -chc s uc1 Cen nnd o2:.rly dca-ch of Eddy Cla rke . 

Eddy uas o:c1c of t f;c: lnst romainiD-G acti 'TO l ead miners~ He started 

hiS. mining life QS c, pony ~'OY in t J!.G Cockhill Le\rc l iD I928, c<J.Ttin:_; 

out ashes from t he bo ilers in Grec nho R2..kc . He later y;orkc;d z~.t 

Conol:.ley , !'1o 2 sho,ft 9 nnd Gillfiold Lc;vo l ~ a fter 2.. lone; spell as 

foremeJ1 <'l t t he Skipton Roch: he tool;: EQ mininc <:.:.go.in rtith the 

Clo.y Cro ~:n_; Co. on Bur hill in tho I960 1 s o.:1d. later ole8.rc d Stro (·s ~-

Goodhci.ms;srke Ql1cL Wonderfull Irevels for t he Borre rloy MinGs Id~ d . 

Li[r. J3ird conductGcl MomiJcrs en a -cour of the 

caverns and minos in the r~~ a. s son Hill Distric-c. s:uo sharlits i7crc 

de sGcmdod and tho f[.'l.T ra_acho s of T·1:::.;,sson Hill Ca.ver:c1s r.·cJ::'G ex::; · ; . 

J~NTC ASTJ:B }( ·CAVE t : MINE RESP. ARCE SOCIETY. 

V!e ha-,·~- bc.;en asked to drarr members o,ttention t o t l1is Society 's 

:L'lG\1 p i.}:14_co.,tion I North rrc s t SpGliology I Vo l2 ~- or. It rm.s publishod. 

i :n. J c.~:" .: 97 Ll, Q.nd contains muc h de t a il of the Po..rtor: Crc-,e; mines 9 

boa·:; ca v-G s Gtc o Copio s c o,n be o bt c:J.incd from ~-

J? • Asl!.me o..c.1 1 

50~ ,.h:,lc Ro~od 9 

SJ:wrton 9 

JJO.Jlcu.. s-l;er o •• o o ~ 79p (post included) 

Edito r hns sturtcd. collecting Elo.t c riccl for tho nGxt 

~.1eDo 5.r ~· rrould c1.ll members intGnd i ng to offe r E1ntcrL~.l plcuoe 

coD:0 :_,:::: llim 1.7ith dGtnils. At present tho fil o i s c:11pty 



NORTHERl\f CA'lERN .AND JVIINE RESEARCH SOCIETY Q 

Balance Sheet for Period 31st Jan,I973,to 3Ist Dec,I973. 

)CREDIT 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
METAL BADGES 

DONATION. ( Tallc In) 

TEAS II " 
ANNUAL DINNER 

Less Debit 

Less entered into Gen 
.A/C Ledger~paid to 
Publication Account 

Plus Cash at Bank, 
Dec,3Ist,I972 

Cash at Bank, 
Dec 3Ist 1972. 

DEBIT. 

168.05 
2.25 
I.I5 
1~70 

Subs to CNCC.Pengelly .. BSA .. 

68G00 

24Ioi5 

241.15 
222 .. :}f, 

18 .. 72 

CRG~CRO.David & Charles. 

Skipton Scoutso 
Leach & Burgess. 
Polythene .Tubes, 
JVIallinsons Plaque 
Tvioldywarps Journal 
Subs Credit 
Annual Dinner 
Bank Charges 
Craven Herald Stationary 
Mac.leans Paper 
JVIoons Strip System 

~o50 Library Exp( 1972) 
--:£6 .. 22- PRO,Exp (1972) 

Transfers to Publications 

59 .. 13 A/C Teign Valley and 
Associate JVIembers. 

18 .. 50 
IOc-00 

3 .. 10 
3 .. 08 
1 .. 50 

.75 
I .. OO 

666 .. 75 
L.44 

38 .63 
II c)I5 

3 ,.4"~ 

I ';') 
$_/-

8(ii ,2<J 

----~--- - -

74.35 222"43 
53.15 Less Transfer to Publications a/c, 

~ 

'--.../ 

21020 JVIemoirs and Associate Members, paid ~ 

in 1974 for I972. 

Less Craven Herald,Constitution Forms 

9~70 Paid in 1974 for 1973, 

11.50 Credit Balance for Period 
Jan Ist to Dec 3Ist 1973 

- - - - - - - - - - - -------
LATE NEwS ITElVLfrom r•1r R~G~Guthrie__, 

According 'to local papers, Swiss AJ_uminiurJ 

have been refused permission to build a processing plant at 
Stanhope Burn,by the Planning Officers~with the recommendation 

that a site at North Ditchburn be used. .. 
- - - - - - - -

NOTE VJELL T.AKE HEED NO DOGS TO BE TAKEN ON THE 1V10NGO GILL 

CLUB JYlE-pT~FAID1ERS RULE NOT OUR.S::: NO DOGS, a t JVIongo~ Got It??? 


